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DURING the thirty-fix hours which 
I Tpent with thefe Gonaquas, I had 
time to make feveral obfervations that were 
of great ufe to me, and particularly refpe£l- 
. ing their language and prpntjnciation. I re- 
marked that they make a clapping noife 
with the tongue, like the reft of the Hotten- 
tots. This clapping I fliall explain hereafter, 
and likewlfe the manner in which they vary 
it. Though their dialedl: was the fame, they 
had, however, fome terminations winch nei- 
ther I nor my people could always under- 
hand. 

Vol. II, B They 
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2 TRAVELS IN 

. They differed from mine, in having, the . 
.colour of their Ikin darker, the nofe not fo 
flat, and a greater ftature ; in a word, by a 
nobler air and figure. The portraits of Na- 
rina and a Gonaqua, faithfully copied, and 
here given, may ferve to convey an idea of 
this difference. 

When they'accoft any one, they ftretch 
forth the hand, faying, fa&^y I falute you. 
This word and ceremony, which are employ- 
ed by the Caffres, are not ufed by the Hot- 
tentots, properly fo called. 

This affinity of cuftoms, manners, and 
even conformation; their being fo near Great 
Caffraria, and the accounts I afterwards re- 
ceived, convinced me that thefe hordes of 
Gonaquas, who equally refemble the Caffres 
and the Hottentots, mufl; be a mixed breed 
produced by thefe two nations. 

The drcfs of the men, arranged with morft 
fymmetry, has the fame fliape as that of the 
Hottentots ; but, as the Gonaquas are a little 
taller, they make their mantles of calves in- 
fiead of iheeps fkins ; they are both called 
krofs. Several of them wear hanging from 
their necks a bit of ivory, or very white 
fheep's bone; and this contraft of the two 
colours 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



A GoNAQUA Hottentot. 



hyGoot^le 



A P k I C A. 3 

colours produces a good effe^, and is very 
becoming. 

When the weather is exceffively hot, the 
men lay afide every part of their drefs that is 
fuperfluous, and retain only what they name 
thfixx jackals. This is a piece of the ikin of 
the animal fo called, with which they covef 
what nature bids them conceal, and which 
is fattened to their girdle. This veil how- 
ever, negligently arranged, may be confider- 
ed as an ufclefs appendage, and is of very 
little fervice to their modefty. 

The women, much fonder of drefs than 
the men, eoaploy more cat'e in adorning their 
perfons. They wear a krofs like the latter, 
but the apron which conceals their fex is 
larger than thofe of the Hottentots. During 
the great heats, they retain only this apron, 
with a Ikiu which defcends, behind, from 
their girdle to the calf of the leg. 

Young girls, below the age of nine years, 
go perfedtly naked; when they attain to yhat 
age, they wear nothing but a fmall apron. 
- I fhall foon return to other peculiarities 
fay which this nation are diflinguiihed, for I 
hare not yet done with them. 

B a At 
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4 TRAVELS IN 

At night the Hottentot whom I had fent 
along with Haabas, arrived from his horde, 
accompanied by two new Gonaqaas, who 
brought me a fet ox, which their cluef beg- 
ged me to accept. Narina, putting me in 
mind of my promifes, fent me a bafket of 
goats-milk, which (he knew I was very fond 
of. Her iifter, when flic faw the prefents 
which flie had received, regretted much that 
ihe had not gone along with her to viiit my 
camp ; and ihe ordered the two meOengers 
of Haabas, from whom I learned this intelli- 
gence, to thank me for thofe I had ient her 
by her mother. Having accepted the ox 
and the flieep which were prefcatcd to me, 
I ordered the meflengers to be entertained 
with tobacco and brandy. One of thefe people 
refembled Narina lb much that I took him 
for her hrbthcr; but he was only her couiin: 
Features full of mildnefs, and an elegant 
figure, rendered this man one of the moft 
beautiful favages I had ever feen. He told 
me feveral particulars refpefting the Gon^ 
quds, which Haabas had not mentioned. He 
informed me that, before the war with the 
Caffres, his horde was compofed of only one 
family, of whi.ch Narina's grandfather had 
been 
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been the laA chief) that, at his death, it had 
remained a long time without any leader; 
but that, when the war broke out, Haabas^ 
horde, which formerly inhabited the banks 
of the river, near its mouth, had joined his« 
that they might unite their forces, in cafe 
they fliould be attacked by the commoa 
enemy ; that the horde would not receive 
Haabas, pretending that it was at liberty to 
choofe its own chief; and that it was not juft 
that ftrangersfhouldgivelaws to a horde which 
had readily admitted them among them. He 
added, that there had been much (Quarrel- 
ling, and feveral combats, between them; 
that a good deal of blood had been flied, 
ibme ravages killed, and many wounded; 
but that their common interefl: having at 
length obliged them to nuite againft a fud- 
den incurfion of the Cafijres, the prudent 
and courageous condu^ of Uaabas^ who re- 
pelled their attack, had made him be unani- 
moufly proclaimed the chief 'of the two 
hordes, which by alliances, marriages, and 
good friendOiip, formedat that time only one. 
When my brandy began to operate on the 
brains of thefe two Gonaquas, they feemcd 
to be ib £aad of talking, that they could 
B 3 fcarcely 



hyCoo^le 



S T R A V E L S I N 

fcarcely put an end to their relations. It 
was near one in the morning when I quitted 
them, in order that I might retire to reft ; 
and I recommended it to my people to imi-. 
tate my example, as I intended next morn- 
ing to go on a grand excurfion, in purfuit of 
birds, and had fixed the break of day for the 
time of our departure. 

Having fet out as foon as the fun appeared, 
Nariiia*s coufin requeued permiiSon to follow 
me, as he faid it gave him great pleafure to 
fee me fire my double-barrelled fiifee, which 
was a phenomenon he could not comprehend. 

I confented, therefore, and gave him my 
carabine to carry, becaufe it might happen 
that we Oiould meet with large animals in 
our way. 

It was not long before I had an opportu- 
nity of gratifying Amiroo^h * curiofity ; for 
having got within reach of a vulture, which 
I had feen perch on the point, of a rock, I 
wounded it at the firfl ihot, and killed it with 
Z fecond, as it was attempting to fly Ami-- 
roo's companions, when they returned to 
the horde, had told him that I could fire fe- 
veral times fucceffively; but, naturally judg- 
* This was die ivme of Narina's coullii. > 
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ing of my arms by his own, he could not 
believe that it was poiUble to wound twice 
with the fame arrow. He was therefore 
greatly aftoniihed to hear my fecond report, 
and to fee the animal dead. He faid he ar- 
detjtly wished to have an inflrument like- 
mine in his poflTeilion, to repel the Caffres ; 
and he formed this wifh with fuch an air 
and toae, as made me conclude, that man, if 
he is not the ftrongeft of animals, is how- 
ever the nobleft and moft courageous. He 
afked me why the planters had not fufees of 
the fame kind ; a queftion which appeared to 
be full of good fenfe, but it was impoffible 
for me to anfwer it. The planters not only 
have none in their polTenion, but even, before' 
my arrival, they had never feen any of them ; 
and on all the plantations that are at a dif- 
tance from the Cape, my fufee was cofifi- 
dered as a wonder and a lingular curtofity. 

In the midft of our converfation, I thought 
I perceived, by Amiroo's looks, that he ima- 
gined it poffible lor me to fire as often as I 
pleafed ; I was convinced of this by the em- 
barraffiijg queftion which he afterwards pro- 
pofed. A kite having paiTed over our heads, 
I difcharged both my ihot at it; but it only 
B 4 made 
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mtde a turn round, and purfued its flight. 
Amiroo, upon this, afked me why I did not 
fire until I had killed it; but I could give 
him no anrwer, except that the bird was too 
common; that I did not care for it; and that, 
befideSj fo much noife might frighten others 
which I was more defirous of procuring. 
By this fhift, however aukward, I avoided 
explaining what it was prudent for me ever 
to conceal from him ; and I increafed that 
idea of fuperiorlty with which a white man 
every where imprefles a favage. 

My excurfion was fufficiently fuccefsful ; 
and, among other birds, I killed a cuckow 
entirely unknown, which will form a new 
fpecies in this genus. 

Its plumage, which had nothing remark- 
able in it, was, throughout almoil the whole 
body, of a dark brown colour. Its fong 
conlifts of feveral founds differently accented, 
and it may be heard at a great diftance. As 
it fings whole hoprs without interruption, it 
betrays itfelf, and dire£bs the fowler where 
to find it. In my ornithology I have named 
it the criard. 

I killed likewife Ibme fly-catchers, and a 

great number of touracos, of which we made 

fricafices, 
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fricaflees, much fuperior to thole made of 
Guinea-hens or partridges with the lame 
fauce. 

Narina's coufin feeing mo bring down all 
forts of little birds, clofe to him, with {6 
much readinefs, begged me to lend him my 
fiifee, that he might try his dexterity; but 
it would have been bad policy in me to give 
him any inftruflion on this fubje£l. With- 
out wishing to be accounted a forcerer, I was 
defirous that he might be convinced, by hi$ 
own experience, that there is a wide diffe» 
rence between a European and a Hottentot. 
Having loaded my fufee without putting 
lead into it, I fuf^^red him to fire as long as 
he chofe ; but, having killed nothing, he 
became very impatient. Had I loaded my 
piece in the ufual manner, he would not per- 
haps have been more fuccefsfal j for, fearing 
that the priming would burn his face, he 
turned afide his head as foon as ever he pre- 
sented the piece. His aukwardnefs, how- 
ever, might have done fome execution ; and, 
on this account, I thought it heft to leave no- 
thing to chance : for it is certain that, had 
he killed only a iingle bird, my fuperiority 
would have been immediately leffened in 

his 
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his miad» and confequently in all the horde* 
If this idea did not Tecure my peribn, it at 
Jeaft flattered my vanity. 

As wc were returning to the camp, we 
fell in with a flock of bubales, at the diflance 
of two hundred paces. Having killed one 
of them with my carabine^ my companioa 
appeared to be very much furprifed, remem- 
beriiig that at the diflance of fifteen paces he 
had not been able in feveral (hots to. kill even 
a fmall bird. He began to meafure the pro- 
digious diAauce between us and the bubale. 
As I obferved that he feemed to be loft in 
melancholy refieftions, and to be under great 
uneaflnefs, I looked at him with an air of 
affection, and gave him every confolation in 
my power. — Amiable youth, who didft not 
know how eftimable and engaging that fimpli- 
city was» which made thee appear fo little be- 
fore thy fellow-creature, long mayeft thou 
retain thy happy ignorance! May 1 be the 
laft ftranger who, with rafli fteps, ihall dare , 
to tread thy native plains ; and may thy foli- 
tude never be polluted ! 

We covered our bubale with the branches 
of trees ; and, when I returned, I fent a horfe 
to convey it to my camp, 
■ To 
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To amure Amlroo and his companion, I 
employed the reft of the day in ikinning my 
birds. Having invited them to ftay with me 
during the night, telling them that they 
muft next day condud me themfelves to 
their horde, they feemed to be exceedingly 
glad ; the evening was therefore fpent in 
great merriment, aod we drank tea, as ufual, 
around a large fire. I ordered one of the 
fheep, which Haabas had fent, to be killed, 
upon which we made a charming fupper; and 
after our repaft amufed ourfelves with danc- 
ing and mnfic : nor was the immortal lyre 
forgotten, for I had given two of them to 
my new guefts. Having feen fome of thele 
inftniments In the hands of tho(e of their 
borde who had paid me a vifit before them, 
their reputation was fo much extolled, that 
they were impatient to have one, though they 
did not venture to afk it ; I however anti- 
cipated their defiri, and by this ftill added 
•to the cfteem and friendftiip which they en- 
tertained, for me. 

When it was time to retire to reft, I in- 
formed all my people how I intended to tra- 
vel next morning, and ordered Klaas to have 
toy two horfcs ready at the break of day. 

When 



.^hyCoogle 



It TRAVELSIN 

When I awoke, Arairoo's companion had 
fet out to inform Haabas that I intended to 
pay him a vifit the fame day. 

Whatever may be the extent of the defarts 
of Africa, we muft not form any calculationa 
refpefting its population from thole itiuume- 
rablel warms of blacks which are found on the 
weft, and which border all the coafts of the 
ocean» from theCanary Ifles to the environs of 
the Cape of Good Hope. There is certainly no 
proportion to enable us to hazard even a con- 
jeGure ; fince by a trade approved by a few, 
and held in deteftation by the greater num- 
ber, the barbarous navigators of Europe have 
induced thele negroes, by the moft villan- 
ous attraftions, to give up their prifoners, or 
thofe who are inferior to them in ftrength. 
As their wants increafed, they have become 
inhuman and perfidious beings j the prince 
has fold his fubjefts ; the mother has fold 
herfon; and nature, as an accomplice, ha% 
rendered her prolific. 

This difgufting and execrable traffic is, 
however, ftill unknown in the interior parts 
of the Continent* The defart is really a de- 
fart i and it is only at certain diftances that 
one meets with a few hordes, that are not 
y numerous, 
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numerous, aud who live on the fruits of the 
earth, and the produce of their cattle. After 
finding one horde, one muft travel a great way 
to find another. The heat of the climate, 
the dryneis of the fands, the barrennefs of 
the earth, a fcarcity of water, rugged and 
Tocky mountains, ferocious animals ; aud, be- 
iides thefe, the humour of the Hottentots, a 
tittle phlegmatic, and their cold tempera- 
ment—are all obftacles to propagation. When 
a father has fix children, it is accounted a 
phenomenon. 

The country of the Gonaquas, into which 
I penetrated, did not therefore contain three 
thoufand people, in an extent of thirty or 
forty leagues ; and the horde of Haabas, 
which confifiied at moft of four hundred per- 
fons, including every age and fex, was ac- 
counted onsi of the moft confiderable in the 
nation. 

Thefe people did not referable thofe dege- 
nerated and miferable Hottentots, who pine 
in the heart of the colonies, contemptible 
and defpiied inhabitants, who bear no marks 
«f their ancient origin but an empty name j 
and who tinjoy, only at the expence of their 
liberty, a little peace, purchafed at a dear 
rate, 
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rate, by the exceffive labour to which they 
are fubjefted on the plantations; and by the 
defpotifm of their chiefs, who ire always 
fold to government. I had here an opportu- 
nity of admiring a free and brave people, ' 
valuing nothing but independence ; never 
obeying any impulfe foreign to nature, and 
c:ilc'ulated only to deilroy their magnani- 
mous, free, and truly philanthropic charac- . 
ten 

I had no intention qf going among this 
refpefiable nation like a haraffed hunter, com- 
pelled by hunger and fatigue to flop at the 
iirft place where he can iind a lodging. I 
had relblved to prefent myfelf there injiochi^ 
with the moft ftrlking appearance, but fuch 
as might be equally honourable for me and 
for them. 

I employed the whole morning in drefling 
and arranging my hair, which I loaded with 
powder, as if I had been going into the mofl 
elegant company. I combed my beard, and 
made it hang down in the moft graceful man- 
ner poUible. I had fufFered.it to grow 4 
year ; not from any whim or capfice, as has 
been ridiculoufly circulated throughout the 
world ; nor was it in imitation of thbfe bo- 
tanical 
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tanical travellers, who are mad after galls 
andfenna, as a puniihment becaufe I did not 
difcover foon enough, or when I wiflied, fuch 
and inch a diaphoretic plant, or fuch and 
fuch an imperceptible infed } but policy had 
made me prefcribe this rule to mjfelf, as a 
fundamental law. The length of my beard 
was owing neither to flovenlinefs nor negleft.^ 
The fcrupulous cleanlinefs of the Dutch I 
delight in ; and, for an American Creole, it is 
not a mere want, proceeding from cuilom ; 
it is a pleafure. In my journeys I changed 
my linen and clothes three or four times a . 
day; but the plan of fufFering my beard to 
grow*, was formed before I departed from the 
Cape. I had heard of the wars between the 
CaSi-es and the planters, and that the latter 
were deteftcd by the favages; and, as I ex- 
pected to meet either the one or the other^ 
it was highly neceflary that I ihould give 
myfelf, by my external appearance, as well 
as by my manners and condudt, an air abfo- 
lutcly ftrange, to prove that I had no refem- 
blance to the planters. This plan fucceeded 
perfeSlyi for, among all the hordes through 
which I paffed, I was received as an extraor- 
dinarj' being, and as a man of a new fpecies. 

5 ^y 
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My invincible diflike to tobiacco and brandy, 
ufed both by the planters and the favages^ 
added ftill to their aftoniftimeiit. The idea 
of this favourable prepoffeffion, which could 
not efcape me, gave me frefli affurance, and 
even ao intrepidity vvhich procured me great 
enjoyments unknown to other travellers. 
Nothing could flop mej I marched forwards, 
and prefented myfelf without unealinefs ; 
and thus might I have traverfed all the centre 
of Africa, even to Barbary, without the leaft 
moleflation^ had not the earth, as I may fay, 
rejefted my fteps. Thirfl and cruel hunger 
will always be infurmountable barriers to 
thofe wlio may wifh to attempt fo bold and 
hazardous an undertaking. 

My beard, then, was my principal fafe- 
guard; but it daily rendered me a fervice 
which was no lefs valuable: on a journey I 
took the precaution, when I walhed it, to 
fuffer it to imbibe as much water as it could 
contain ; and, during the heat of the day, this 
was a refrelhmeut for my face which afforded 
me much comfort and relief. 

After arranging my hair, I drefled myfelf 

in the moft magnificent manner I could. 

Among my hunting frocks I had one of ^ 

dark 
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darfc brotvn colour, ornamented with fteel 
buttons, cut facet-wife : this I made my drefs 
of ceremony ; as the rays of the fun, falling 
upon the different facets, would by their re- 
fledlion form a fplendour very proper for 
exciting the admiration of thefe favages. 
Under this frock I wore a white veft j and ia 
place of boots I fubftituted a pair of nankeen 
drawers, which always appeared to me equal- 
ly noble. In my wardrobe I had ftill a pair 
of European (hoes, which I put on my feetj 
and I did not forget my large fiiver buckles, 
as they were by chance exceedingly brilliant. 
I wlfhed much to have a gold-lacsd hat, but 
this I was obliged to do without; and, as my 
drawers rendered niy fet knee-buckles of no 
ufe, I made a clafp of them, with which I 
fixed to my hat, fuch as it was, a magnificent 
plume compofed of oUrich's feathers that had 
their full length. 

But how m.uch was I pained for the fur- 
niture of my horfe, which did not correfpond 
with the ornaments of his mailer! Inflead of 
that magnificent panther's Ikin which ia 
France would have been accounted fuperb, 
and which was nothing in the eye of a favage, 
what a flaming figure would one of thofe 

Vol. II. C howfuigs 
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howfings of fcarlet cloth, which trot regu- 
larly every week from Paris to Poifly, have 
made ! So true it is, that the rarity" of objefts 
forms all their value, at the fame time that 
it cooflitutes their merit. 

Having hinted to my faithful Klaas that 
he ihouM mount on horfeback with me, and 
fcrve me as groom, he had arranged himfelf 
in the beA manner pofiible : but being defirous 
that he might appear with Ibme diilindion, 
■ I gave him an old pair of breeches, which he 
did not put on without aifuming an air of 
vanity, which at the fame time announced 
the pleafure this treat gave him, and the im- 
portance he received from fuch a decoration. 

Every thing being ready for my depar- 
ture, I difpatched two of my hunters with 
their fufees to inform the horde of my ap- 
proach : and having breakfafted foon after, 
I fufpended my poniard from a button-hole 
of my veft; put a pair of piftols into my 
girdle ; and another pair, with my double- 
barrelled fufee, at the bow of my faddlej and 
inftantly mounted my horfe. Klaas, who 
carried my carabine, did the fame ; and fol- 
lowed me, leading with him my, four dogs. 
He was followed, in his turn, by four hun- 
ters, 
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ters, efcorting one of my people, who was 
appointed to carry a box containing two red 
handkerchiefs, fome copper rings, knives, 
pieces of fteel for tinder-boxes, and fome 
other prefents which I intended to give to 
the horde. Amiroo marched at our head, to 
dire£l vs in the proper way. 

We firfl advanced along the banks of the 
river, going againfl: its current for near an 
hour ; after which Amiroo made us quit it, 
and condufted us between two high* moun- 
tains, in a narrow defile, the length and wind- ■ 
ings of which were notlefs than two leagues. 
At the extremity of this valley, having re- 
turned to within a few paces of the river, the 
country opened 'before us; and from this fpot 
pointing out with his fiuger a fmall eminence 
upon which I obferved a kraal, our' guide 
informed us that we ihould there find Haa- 
bas. It was ftilJ about ten gun-fliots diftant 
from us. The road indeed had been longer 
than I expefted ; for we employed full three 
hours in this march. When I was within 
two hundred paces of the horde, I difcharged 
both my fliot, and ordered my four hunters 
to do the fame. The two others, whom I 
had fent before, returned our falute, by dif- 
C 2 charging 
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charging theirs ; and this was to the whole 
horde the fignal for a general Ihout of joy. 
I fhall not make any refled:ions upon this 
affedling fcene : the tender reader will fliare 
in the foft emotions of my heart; and prefer 
a true relation, however fimple it may be. 
I faw all thefe people come forth from their 
tents, and form themfelves into fmall bodies; 
but, in proportion as I approached, the wo- 
men, the young girls, and children, all difap- , 
peared, and returned to their different huts. 
The men, who alone remained with their 
chief at their head, came to meet me ; upon 
which I.difmounted, and repeating the word^ 
iab^ tahi to Haabas, I took the old man by 
the hand, which I fqueezed in mine. He 
returned my falute with every effiilion of a 
gratefal heart; and feemed deeply afFefled by 
this mark of honour, which was principally 
conferred upon him. I was received with 
the fame ceremoni^ by all the reft of the 
men; except that, fuppreffing through refpeft 
the fign of the hand, they fubftituted in its 
room that of bowing the head; and that, 
in pronouncing tabi^ they accompanied this 
word with a more lenfible clapping with the 
tongue. 

Each 
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Each in particular examined me with" the 
^itmofl: attention, even to the minutcft part 
of my drefs : every thing attraAcd their 
looks. Haabas himfelf, who had never feea 
me in my camp but in an undrefs, or in my 
hunting equipage, ieemed ailouiihed at my 
Arange attire: I imagined that he ihewed 
me much more deference than ufual, and 
chat he aflumed a more refpedtful air as he 
paiTcd me. 

I had difmounted under the fliade of a 
large tree, to which they came to compli- 
tnent me ; but I remained there only a few 
minutes to refrefh myfelf. It was a real 
feftival to me to contemplate this interefting 
horde, to which I advanced efcorted by my 
V?hole troop ; and as I paflcd before one of 
the huts, which like thofe of the Hotten- 
tots have only a very low entrance, the 
ipiflrefs of it, who at firfl: made her appear- 
«jce to furvey me at a diftance, immediately 
retired; lb that I was obliged every moment . 
to Aoop, in order to examine the iniide. It 
was a very curious fpedlacle to fee thefe 
brown vifages motionlefs, and as it were 
fixed to the wall, in the back part of the 
hut, exhibiting every where the appearaiice 
C 3 of 
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of fo many portraits in (hade. I ought to 
have left my card with each of thefe ladies, 
for I was not received by any of them. 

By little and little they became however 
more familiar, and lat length faw myfelf fur- 
rounded by them. They prefented me milk 
on all fides ; but Narina was not yet among 
the number of thefe curious females. Hav- 
ing enquired for her, Ibme of them ran to 
fetch her ; and Ihe arrived foon after, bring- 
ing a balket of goats milk, quite warm, 
which ihe haflened to prefect to me. I drank 
fome of it, in preference to that offered by 
the reft j both on account of the natural 
graces which flie difpiayed in giving it, and 
of the care Hie had taken to make the vefTel 
clean, which was far from being the cafe 
with the reft. 

All thefe women, dreffed in their richeft 
attire, frefli greafed and boughoued^ and hay- 
ing their faces painted in a hundred different 
ways, fufficiently (hewed what uoife the 
news of my arrival had made in the horde, 
■ and the fmgular refpeft which they enter- 
tained for a ftranger. Nartna had adorned 
herfelf with the prcfents I had given her; 
but I obferved, with no little furprifc, that (he 

had 
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had not followed the etiquette of her com- 
panions, and that Ihe had abilained from her 
undtions. She knew how much this refine- 
ment in her drefs difgufted me ; and, what- 
ever fuch a facrifice might have coft her, (he 
had fubmitted to it In order to pleafe me. 
She introduced me to her fifter, who ap- 
peared pretty J but whether it was that pre- 
poiTeinon had blinded me, or that I was 
oiFended by the fmell of her ointments, I 
did not find in her the fame attraftions as 
in Narina, nor did fhe excite the fmalleil 
emotion in m/breaft. 

When I arrived at the habitation of Haa- 
bas, he ihewed me his v^fe, who had no- 
thing to difl:inguifh her from the red ; and 
I found here, as is often the cafe elfewhere, 
that the commandant's lady was old and 
ugly enough. This however did not pre- 
vent me from prcfenting her, like a polite 
courtier, with a red handkerchief ; which flie 
accepted without ceremony, and immediate- 
ly bound round her head. To this prefent 
I added a knife, and a piece of ileel for ftrik- 
ing fire with a flint ; but as I had a great 
defire to know her taftc, and was very glad 
C 4 to 
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to fee a favage female embarralled refpe&iug 
the choice of her drefs, I fliewed her my 
whole package of glafs-ware, beggiog her to 
fele6: whatever might pleafe her moft. Upon 
this occalion I did not enjoy the fatisfadion 
which I expe61:ed; for (he laid her hands* 
without hefitating a moment, upon fome red 
and white necklaces j the other colours, flie 
faid, being too like her (kin, would produce no 
effeift, and were bcfides not at all agreeable to 
her taile. 1 have always remarked that the 
favages in general fet very little value upoa 
black or blue. I gave her alfo fome large 
brafs wire, for two pair of bracelets; and it 
appeared to me that flie efteemed this article 
above all the reft. 

The reft of the women did not fee thefe 
prefents without envy. They lifted up their 
hands with ecftafy; and in their admiration 
decla'red, with, a loud voice, that the fpoufe 
of Haabas was the happieft of women, and 
the moft magnificent in jewels that ever, 
they had feen in all the hordes of the Gona- 
qua nation. 

I then diftributed the remainder of the 
glafs beads which I had brought with me; 

and 
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and r candidly confefs 1 manoeuvred in fuch 
a manner as that the youngeft and prettied 
might have the largeft fliare. 

To the men I gave knives, tinder-boxes, 
and rolls of tobacco. My intention in vifit- 
ing this horde peribnally was, that all the 
families which compofed it might partaJcs 
in my bounty; and the package I brought 
along with me was pretty confiderable. 

Haabas having begged me, in the name 
of feveral infirm old men who were not 
able to go abroad, to follow him, and pay 
them a vifit, J readily confented to this re» 
queft, and we entered their huts : they were 
all attended'by children of eight or ten years 
of age, entrufted with the care of giving them 
their food, and of rendering them all thoic, 
fervices which are neceflary to the debility 
of years. I wap very much ftruck with this 
refpeftable inftitution among thefe favage 
people, and I fully teftified my approbation 
of it to my con'dudlor. Though thefe old 
■men, for the moft part, were confined only 
by their great' age,- and not by thofe infirmi- 
ties which are the ufual attendants of people 
in civilized nations, I remarked with no lit- 
tle furprife that their hair was not white, 

and 
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and that it fcarcely began to turn grey at 

the extremities. 

I was next conduced to a hut entirely 
feparated from the reft, which contained a 
horrid fpcitacle — a miferable wretch covered 
with ulcers from head to foot. Having ftooped 
in order to enter, the inte£tious fmell that 
proceeded from the hut made me Oart back 
with horror. This poor creature had lain 
here for more than a year, without any one 
daring to approach him ;. fo much did they 
dread being infe^ed by this diforder, which 
was accounted contagious : his wife indeed, 
and two of his children, had died about two 
months before. His food was thrown to him 
at the entrance of his habitation, or rather 
tomb; for to me he appearetj to be no longer 
a living being. His iituation, which was 
truly deplorable, Incited my pity; for he had 
long remained ilretched out amidi^ his own 
filth and ordure : and 1 was extremely forry 
that I could not by fome efficacious remedy 
afford him relief. 

In vain did I remember that at Surinam 

we gathered ourfelves the balm of Copahu, 

and that of Racaflir, which I believe is the 

T6lu of the apothecaries fhops; -and that 

with 



AFRICA, 27 

with this afHflance alone we eaiily cured our 
negroes. But this was of no avail here: Afri- 
ca did not produce any of thcfe falutary 
plants ; or at leaft, if it did, I knew not ia 
what place to fearch for them. I however 
thought of a method which* if it fhould not 
cure his evils, would at leaft fufpend them 
for a little. 

I began therefore by bidding thefe favages 
beperfedtly eafy; affuring them that the dif- 
order was not infedlious, and that it could 
not be communicated by coming into im- 
mediate contaft with the dlfeafed pcrfon, 
much lefa by the air that furrounded him. 
To perfiiade them the more to believe me, I 
confidently told them that I was well ac- 
quainted with the difeafe: for without this 
precaution the plan I had formed to relieve 
him wouM have been in great danger of 
mifcarrying; as ao invincible prejudice made 
them all dread an epidemical diftemper. 

I told them, then, that it would be proper 
to anoint the whole body of the patient with 
mutton fat melted ; that this harmlefs re- 
medy would reAore to his parched fkin a 
little of its fupplenefs, and would at leaft 
enable him him to move his limbs with 
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cafe. I ordered alfo fcveral mats to "be given 
him, begging faim to endeavour to draw 
them tinder him ; and, weak as he was, he 
fuccefided according to my wifti. I next pro- 
pofed that a new hut fliould be ereded for 
hiroi, and that he Ihould be tranfported thi- 
ther. This advice was received with accla- 
mations by ail prefent ; and, that their bene- 
Tolent ardour might not have time to cool, 
both I and my people put our hands to the 
labour: and the hut was foon £nifhed, and 
in a condition to receive the fick man. 

I always imagined that this man had been 
attacked by that deftruflivc fcourge which 
poifons the fources of life, and deflroys plea- 
fure by pleafure itfelf. Though ftrangers to 
this fcourge, as well as to the Hottentots of 
the Cape, who know it well, I thought it 
might have been gradually conv^ed to the 
Gonaqiias, by paffing from onp to another. 
A journey, or fome fatal connexion, had un- 
doubtedly caufed the misfortune of this poor 
wretch. 

When the hut was ready, he was carried 
out, extended upon mats. He was then con- 
veyed- to a place near his new habitation, and 
the old one was demolilhed ; whilft I was 
confidered 
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codfidered as a benefieent god by thefe good 
favages. With what anxiety did they fol- 
low the unfortunate patient, with their eyes 
fixed fometimes upon me, and fometimes 
upon the miferable wretch of whofc cure 
they had alrea'dy conceived great hopes ! for 
that powerful balm of the heart beamed on 
all their countenances, and doubled their 
tender compaffion. With what eagerneft 
did I fee them all flock round me, and pity 
the futferings of their brother ! and the wo- 
men, above all, implore fuccefs to my ikiilf 
that I might if poflible give fome relaxa- 
tion to his puniihment, and reftore him to 
life! 

He was now become like a flteleton, 
covered with a Ihrlvelied and dry (kin, 
through which appeared fomc parts of his 
bones, in the legs, arms, fides, and reins; all 
his joints were prodigioufly fwclled ; and 
the worms, by anticipation, were devouring 
him all over. 

After the fridion I had ordered, he was 
carried into his tent. I then recommended 
him to the care and attention of the whole 
horde; and begged that they would give 
him nothing to feed upon but milk. 

I 1 doubt 
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I doubt much whether this alTiAahce was 
fufficient to relieve him : unfortunately my 
flciU extended no farther j and, being firmly 
perfuaded that his death was inevitable, I 
thought that to haflen it would be the 
greateA fervice that could be done to hioi. 
If I have prolonged his miferable exiftence 
for a few days, the cruelleft of his enemies 
could not have done more. 

When I returned to the habitation of 
Haabas, his wife prefented me with fome 
milk to refreth me; and I found that a iheep 
had been killed to entertain me and my 
people. 

I ordered a few fleaks to be broiled on 
fome coals before the. 'hut; but the remem- 
brance of the horrid fpe6tacle which I had 
feen fo haunted my imagination, that it en- 
tirely deprived me of my appetite. Fearing 
however that thefe favages might think I 
was difgufted with their food, which would 
have cruelty mortified them, I forced, my- 
felf to eat a little. From the place where 
I fat, through the circle that furrounded me, 
I faw my people, who were lefs delicate 
than their mailer, regaling themfelves on 
pieces which had been diftrlbuted among 
them, 
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them, and amufing themfelves as if they 
had been at a wedding. 

When the repaft was finiihed, no time 
remained but what was neceffary for me to 
return before night. Taking leave therefore 
of my good neighbours, after many times 
repeating iabst 1 mounted my horfe. I 
was followed by almoft the whole of the 
horde : but my time becoming every moment 
fiiorter, I made ufc of my fpurs ; and in lefs 
than an hour Klaas and I reached our camp. 
The reft of my people arrived much later ; 
for about a fcore of the Gonaquas, both men 
and women, attraded by curlofity, bad ac- 
companied them. Upon any other occafion 
this vifit might have difpleafed mcj but at 
this time I had abundance of provifions, 
and twenty mouths more could not in any 
manner^be burthenfome. 

The reader, without doubt, expeSs to 
findr among the number of thofc who paid 
me this uncxpcfted vifit, the beautiful Na- 
rina. She indeed was ; and, though it may 
appear furprifing, Ihe concealed herfelf U> 
well that I did not difcover till next morn- 
ing that fhe had arrived the evening before. 
Th? whole of the night was fpent in danc- 
ing and fmging ; but, as I was unwilling to 
" de- 
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deprive any one of a fliare in this party of 
pleafure which chance alone had formed, I 
did not attempt to interrupt them. 

One of the fureft means of preferving over 
favages that fuperiority which the prefump* 
tuous European haughtily alTumes, is not, 
as is-commonly believed, to intimidate them, 
and to employ threats and terror. This ri- 
diculous plan muft have been invented only 
by a ralb fool, or a daflardly commander at 
the head of a numerous army, who took 
advantage of his force to impofe defpotic 
and fevere taws. An itiAance to be found 
in fome late voyages, is an evident proof that 
it is not by impetuofity, and the drawn 
fword^ that mankinc} are to be civilized. The 
tragical end of a late enterprifmg navigator 
ought ever to be a ftriking lellbn to thofc 
who may adopt fuch fatal maxims *. I am 
convinced that one ihouM never venture to 
aik from people in a ftate of nature, what 
would coft them too great a facrifice to give; 
that it is prudent to lofe a little in order to 
gain mwe ; that iC is only by complacency 
that one can infinuate oncfelf into their fa- 
vour; and that the principal method of fuc- 

* The author here feems to allude to the death of our 
unfaFtuiute and ever-to-be-lamented captain Cook. T." 

ceeding 
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eeedrng with them is firft to gain thrfr love. 
Entertaining fuch principles* It may readily be 
judged that I do not believe in eaters of mm ; 
and that there is no country fodefart, or fo little 
known, intowfhichi would not penetratewith- 
Qut fear and without appreheniioni 'Sufpicion 
is the principal caufe of the barbarity of fa* 
vages, if we can call fo the great care which 
they employ to remove from us, and even 
to deftroy every thing that feems likely to 
endanger our fafety or interrupt our repofe. 

Not being able to fleep during the whole 
night, I arole at break of day i but what 
was my aftonifliment when I perceived Na- 
rina 1 She feemed to have a more embar- 
raffed air, and a more bafliful look, thati 
ordinary j and it was then only« as I have 
_ already faid, that flie confefled the had ar- 
rived the evening before. I reproa,ched her 
in the fevereft: terms for' having thus con- *% 
cealed herfelf from me, and I begged her to 
tell me the reafon ; but, notwithftanding all 
I could fay, ihe gave mc no pofitive anfwer. 'j£L,,i, 
Her filencc in this refpe£l was carried even 
to obftinacy. At length, as if afraid that 
ftie had railed her hopes too high, fhe be- ■ 
came more timid in proportion as Ihe guefled 
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the fufpicioiis tb^nt I feeme4 to entertain on 
her account : this referve made mc love 
her more. The coffee was ready, and I gave 
h^ a fliare of ray breakfaft. 

The whole of this day was fpcnt likewife 
in dancing and merriment ; but next morn- 
ing the whole horde, attraiEled by curiofity, 
arrived at my camp. Some were coming, 
and others were departing; fo that they 
crofled each other in all parts on the way. 
This fpeiSacIe appeared to me like the mov- 
ing pitflure of a village fcftival, and I re- 
ceived them all with equal cordiality. Hav- 
ing Enquired concerning my poor patient, I 
received an ahfwer which gave me great 
pleafure. They told me that he never 
I'poke , of me b,ut with tears of gratitude'; 
that he ftill fuiFered very much ; but that 
there had been a great change in his fitua- 
tion by the clcanlinefs I had procured him. 
He at leaft enjoyed the confolation of feeing 
his companions, and of dlfcourfing With 
them ; for, couHding in my advice, they no 
longer feared to enter his hut; or to approach 
him. Their vilits, by engaging his thoughts, 
poured over his wounds a balm ftill more 
falutary than plants ; and made him in fome 
6 meafure 
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meafure target h^s misfortunes. I doubt 

much whether he recovered after the delpe- 
sUe condlcien in which I faw hira ; but if it 
Wiffr^polTible hi; him Co get better, I think 
this moral remedy muft have contributed 
not a little towards his relief. Can there 
be airy fate more .cruel than that of feeing 
onefeif deferted by one's firiends and neareft 
xdations» and banifiied from fociety like aa 
abandoned carcafc^ the fight of which ex- 
cites horror } Ekch. related thele particulars 
after his own manner, and accompanied 
them with thanks ; which were the more 
fincere in proportion as thefe people were 
more nearly connefted with my patient, ei- 
ther by the ties of blood or friendihip. 

The proceflibn did not ceafe till the after- 
noon of the fecond day, when thefc worthy 
Gonaquas took leave of my camp to return 
to their horde. I could not help recom- 
mending my patient to them in the mof^ 
earneft manner ; and I told them that cho 
care they might take of him would be the 
moft flattering mark of efteem and . refpeA 
they could confer upon me. I charged Na- 
rina in particular to carry htm, in my name, 
1 fmali provifion of tobacco ; I then gave a 
D 3 few 
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few more prefents to this young favage, and 

iufiered her. to depart. 

I had Ijeen very little in the company of 
this girl ; but the attachment I had conceived 
for her was fo natural and limple« I was fo 
much accuftomed to her manners, and I 
found fo much analogy between her di^o- 
fition and mine, that I could fcarcely per- 
fuade myfelf that our acquaintance was of 
fy Ihort a date, and that it was to terminate 
ib ibon. I thought I muft admire her for 

the laft time but other cares and other 

views. 

■ It is time to obferve that the women of 
this, country had not behaved with my peo- 
ple in the iame manner as thofe of the river. 
Gamtoos : they Ihewcd the greateft rcferve ;■ 
and when the men departed, not one of 
them remained behind. 

I confefs that the viiits of thefe people, 
who came in great bodies too often, and re- 
mained too long, began. at length to difpleafc 
me; for I feared,' and with great reafon, 
that fbme diAurbance might arife around 
me, or that my people would acquire a taAe 
for diffipation. They had all already begun 
to relax in their duty; hunting feemed to 
engage 
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engage their attention lefs than before ; and 
almoft every moment of their time was em- 
ployed in dancing. iThe people entrufted 
with the care of keeping and feeding my 
cattle, feemcd to perform this bufinefs with 
reluSance, and fuSered them to ftray where- 
ever they thought proper ; while others ab- 
fented themfeives during the night, and re- 
turned only in the morning to- fleep. I 
thought, however, that it would be good po- 
licy in me to wink at thefe petty abufe?, 
and to bring them all back gradually to 'their 
duty. The heat now b^an to grow infup- 
portable ; the fun, having paffed the equator, 
darted his rays perpendicularly upon us, ^d 
fcorched us fo much that it would have 
been dangerous to expdfe ourfelvcs in the 
hotteft time of the dayj and my^tent, dur- 
ing thefe moments, was converted into a 
Tcal ftove, which I was obliged to abandon. 
Thefe were fufficient motives ta induce me 
to tranfport my penates to a place better 
{haded, under fome thick grove ; but I re- 
membered the rendezvous where 1 ap- 
pointed to meet the envoys I had ient to the 
Caffres. It might happen that, not firiding 
me in their refurn at Koks-KiSial, - they 
D 3 might 
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migbt imagine either that fbme unforeseen 
misfortune had befallen me ; or that, tired of 
waiting for them, Z had.fefolved to depart, 
and continue my journey. Such a ftep 
would have thrown thein into the utmoft 
embarrajTmeut ; and, for my part, I was too 
much Interefted tn the fate of my two 
friends to defert them { nor would all the 
birds of Africa have Induced me to be guilty 
of fo bafe an a£llon. I refolved, therefore, 
to remain M^here I was till they ihould ar- 
live ; but I determined to bring Jwck aU my 
people to their former cxerclfes, and I my- 
&l£ firA j;ave the example. 

I did not fail either, according to my 
ufual cuftom, to devote a part of every even- 
ing to my journal ; and It was here that I 
at length b^gan to be acquainted with thofe 
differences which diflingulfh one Hottentot 
from another^ and particularly the Gonaquas 
irom all the other hordes I had before feen. 

The kraal of Haabas, at the dltlance of 
about four hundred paces from the river . 
Groot-Vis, was.fituated on the declivity of 
a little hill, which extended with an eafy 
flope to ihe bottom of a chain of mountains, 
clothed, with a foreft of very large trees ; a 
fmall 
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{mall rivulet interfered it in the middle^ 
and djfcharged itfelf into the river. All the 
hutSt to the number of almoft forty, buUc 
upon a fpace about fix hundred feet fqaare, 
formed feveral crefcents, and were all con- 
nefted together by fmall enclofures belong- 
ing to each. In thefe every different family 
ihut up, in the day time, their calves and 
their Iambs, which are not fuffercd to follow 
their mothers ; and which fuck only in the 
morning and evening, when the women 
milk the cows and the fhe goats. Befides 
■ thefe, there were three large enclofures well 
. fenced rouDd, which were deftined for ccin- 
fiuing, during the night only, the whole 
flocks of the horde. 

The huts, conftruded like thofe of the Hot- 
tentots in the colonics, were eight or nine feet 
in dian*eter, and were covered with ox or fheep 
ikins, but more commonly with mats. They 
had only one opening, very narrow and low; 
and it was in the middle of the hut that the 
family kindled tlieir fire. The thick fmoke 
with which thefe kennels were filled, and 
which had no other vent but the^door, added 
to the flench which they always retain, 
\voul4 have ftjfled any Eurc;p?aa who might 
D 4 ' hiiVf' 
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have had the courage to remain m them two 
minutes : cuilom, however, renders all this 
fupportable to thefe favages. Indeed they 
do not continue iu them during the day; but 
on the approach of night each returns to his 
habitation, fpreads out his mat, covers it 
with a fheep's fkin, and fleeps as foundly 
upon it as if he lay on the fofteft down. 
When the nights are too cold, they ufe for «, 
covering a ikin like that upon which 1 lay ; 
the Gonaquas always procure them by bar* ' 
ter. In the morning thefe beds are rolled 
up, and placed in a corner of the hut ; and^ 
if the weather is fine, they expofe them to 
the air and the fun. They then beat them, 
one after another, to Hiake ofi*, not bugs as 
iu Europe, but infe£l;s, and another kind of 
vermin no lefs troublefome, to which the 
'cxceffive heat of the climate renders theie fa- 
vages v?ry fubjed, and which they are not 
able to get rid of notwithftanding all their 
care and attention. When they have no 
preffing bufmefs to employ them, they make 
ftria fearch for thefe vermin, which they 
deftroy with their teeth : this appears to 
them the eafieft and readieft method. 
Some author^ I know not who, has 
thought 
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thought proper to believe that thele vermla 
are a ready refburce for the Hottentots, and 
form part of their uouriOiment, and perhaps 
even a delicacy. Nothing can be more falfit 
than this ridiculous aHertion : on the con- 
trary, 1 can fafely declare that they perform 
this office or ceremony with as much djfguft 
as our women or fervant jnaids perform it 
with contrary fenfalions with refpefl to our 
children. 

I have before advanced that the Gonaqua 
women alTume in their drefs an air of ele- 
gance unknown to the Hottentots of the 
colonies. Their garments, however, do not 
difier in their ihape, except that the former 
wear them larger ; and that the apron of mo- 
defty, which they call neuyp-irflfsy is wider, 
and defcends almolV to the knees. But it is 
in ornaments, I might rather fay the em- 
broidery laviflied on their dreffes, that the 
riches and magnificence upon which they 
pique themfelves coniiA. It is, above all, tn 
the arrangement of the apron that they dif- 
play their art and their tafte. The defign, 
the diftribution of the compartments, and 
the mixture of the colours, all are particu- 
larly attended to. The mpre their veftmenti 
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are loaded with beads, the more they are 
efteemed ; and they even ornament their 
bcHinets with them. Thefe bonnets, if pot 
fible, are made of the hide of the zebra 3 
becaufe the white (tin of that animal, inter- 
fe£ted by brown or black ftripes, gives a kind 
of relief to their phyficgnomy; and, as they 
themfelves cxpreis it, adds fomcthing more 
enticing to their charms. Befides this, they 
are more or lefs fumptuous according to the 
beads and glafs ornaments which they pofiefs, 
and with which they encumber their bodfes. 
They alfo make tiffues, with which they 
adorn their legs, in the manner of half-boots. 
Thofc who cannot attain to this degree of 
magnificence, confine themfelves, efpecially 
for the legs, to ornament them with the , 
fame reeds as thofs of which they make their 
mats, or with ox-hide cut into thongs, and 
beat into a round form by a mallet. It is 
this cuftom which has induced fcveral tra- 
vellers, copying their accounts* from one 
another, to fay that thefe people furround 
their arms and legs with the inteftines of 
-animals torn from 'their bodies as foon as 
■they are killed j and that they devour thefe 
ornaments in proportion as they become pu- 
trid 
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told— a grofs -error, which deferves to be 
i>iined in oblivion with the works by which 
h has been propagated. It has fometimes 
h^pened. perhaps, that a Hottentot, preded 
hy hunger, may have employed this refource 
as the only, means of preferving his exift- 
ence, and devoared both his thongs and his 
iandals ; but, becaufe the horrors of a Aege 
have compelled civilized people to contend 
for the vilefl food, mud we couclade that 
uncivilized nataoos eat rags and naftinefs ? 

At firiV, thefe bandages of leather and 
reeds with which the Hottentots furrounded 
their legs- were only an indifpenfable pre- 
fervative againil: the pricking of briars and 
thorns, and the biting of ferpents, which 
abound in thefe regions of Africa ; but lux- 
ury transforms into abufes the moft ufeful 
inventions. In place of thofe pieces of Ikia 
which were fo ferviceable, the women have 
fubftituted beads, which, on account of their 
JragiUty, are not of long du'ratbn. Thus, 
among favagcs, as among the moft enlight- 
ened nations, the wifeft and the beft com- 
bined inftitutions are at length perverted and 
corrupted. The luxury of the Hottentots, 
however ill underftood it may app^r, fuffi- 
cieutly 
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ciently announces that vanity belongs and i« 
extended to all climates j and that, in fpite 
even of nature, a woman is always a woman. 
The habit I was iu of continually feeing the 
Hottentots, never reconciled me to their prac- 
tice of painting their bodies in a thoufand 
different ways, I always found it hideous 
- and dtfguiling ; nor do I know what charms 
they pretend to receive from this daubing, 
which is not only ridiculous, but even fetid, 
I have here given the figure of a Hottentot 
lady in all the luxury of her attire ; and I 
can aflure the reader that in this portrait 
there is nothing overcharged or exaggerated. 
The two colours for which they (hew the 
greateft fondnefs are red and black. The 
firft is compofed of a kind of ochry earth, 
which is found in feveral places of the 
country, and which they mix and dilute 
with greafe : this earth has a great relemi 
blance to brick-duft, or tiles reduced to pow* 
der. Their black is nothing elfe than foot, 
or the charcoal of tender wood. Some wo- 
men indeed are contented with painting only 
the prominence of the cheeks ; but in general 
they daub over their whole body, in com- 
partments . varied with a certain degree of 
fymmetry; 
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fymmetry : and this part of their drefs re- 
quires no Tmall length of time. 

Thefe two colours ib much admired by 
the Hottentots, are always perfumed with, 
the powder of the boughou^ which is not 
very agreeable to the fmell of an European* 
A Hottentot, perhaps^ would find our odours 
and effences no lefs infupportable ; but the 
bougbou has over our rouge and pafles the 
advantage of not being pernicious to the 
ikin, of not attacking and injuring the 
lungs J and the female Hottentot, who is 
acquainted with neither amber, mulk, nor 
benjamin, never knows what it is to be op- 
prel&d by vapours, fpafms, and the head- 
ache. ■ 

■ The men never paint their faces > but I 
have often feen them ufe a preparation made 
of both' colours mixed, to paint the upper lip 
as far as the noftrils ; by which they enjoyed 
the advantage of continually inhaling the 
odour of the fubftance employed for this pur- 
pofe. Young girls fometimes favour their 
lovers fo far as to apply this paint for them, 
under the nofe ; and oh this, point they fliew 
a kind of coquetry which has a very power- 
ful influence over the heart of a Hottentot 
novice. 
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aoTJce. The reader, h(nvever, muA not in- 
fer, from what I have faid, that the Hotten- 
tot women pay fo mudh attention to drefa as 
to neglect thc^fe daily and ufeful occupations 
to which nature and their ufages call them. 
I never heard them fpeak of it but on ccrtainr 
feftivals which happen very rarely. Sepa?- 
rated from Europe by an immenfity of fea,. 
and from the Dutt:h colonies by defart 
mountains and impafliable rocks, too much:, 
communication with thefe people has not 
yet led them to the ezcefles of our deprava- 
tion : on the contrary, when they have the 
happinefs of being mothers, Nature addreflea 
them in a different language ; they aflume, 
more than in any other country, a fpirit 
fuitable to their ilate, and readily give them- 
felves up to thofe cares which {he imperi- 
oufly requires from them^ As ibon as a 
child is born, it never quits the back of its 
motherj Ihe there fixes her dear burden by 
means of an apron, which keeps it clofe ta 
her body ; and another tied with thongs under 
the infant's thighs, fupports it, and prevents 
it from gliding down. This fecond apron, 
formed, like the firft, of the ikin of fome 
wild animal, is generally ornamented with 
"*■ beads ; 
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beads; and this is all that compofes the fur- 
niture of the new-born child. Whether the 
mother goes to work or to a ball, and even 
though file dance, (he never quits her child. 
The latter, of which nothing is feen but 
th& head, never cries or fquawls except 
when it has occafion to fuck. The mother 
then turns it and draws it on one fide ; nor 
is it neceflary for . her to untie it, except 
when (he is advanced in years, or has .had 
feveral children. Without difplaciug the 
one (he carries, (he conveys her breaft to it 
under her arm, or throws it over her (houl- 
der; tliechild, fatisfied, then ceafes to cry; 
and the nurfe continues her dancing. 

When the. mother judges that it Is in a 
condition to crawl and to aJfift itfelf, (he 
places it on the ground before her hut; and 
by force of creeping it learns the u(e of its 
limbs, and from day to day tries to liand up- 
right : one attempt condu^s to a fecond ; 
it becomes l-.old, and foon acquires fufficient 
(trength to run and to follow its mother. 
This method, fo (imple and natural, is in 
my opinion much fuperlor to our leading- 
ftrings, which crufh and confine the brea(V. 
The difproportion between the (l:rength 6f 
their 
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their legs and the weight of their bcdietf^ 

which obliges our children to hang upoB 

thefe too officious fupporters^ often lames 

them, at leaft ruins their health -and disfi* 

gures them during the remainder of theif 

days. 

Never did i, either in America or Africa, 
meet with a lame or deformed perfon among 
the favages : to find thefe one muft travel in 
Europe. 

"What ftill contributes to give the children 
of favages that agility and ftrength by which 
they are diftinguiflied, is the care taken by 
their mothers to rub their bodies with mutton 
greafe. The men themfetves think it necef- 
fary to ufe^is precaution, which reftores 
to the fkin that pliablenefs which the impe> 
tuofity of the winds and the heat of the fun 
take from i't. 

Lefs favoured .by the productions of the 
African climates than the Caribs are by 
thofe of America, the Hottentot does not, 
like the latter, enjoy the benefit of the 
rocoUf which renders them a very eflenlial. 
fervice. It is well knov?n that this tree pro- 
duces a kind of fruit or pod which divides 
itfelf into two parts, and flieds about fixty 
grains, 
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grains, the pelHcIe of which is oWy, and of a 
reddifh colour. The Indian, who always 
goes naked} never fails to rub himfelf with 
thcfe every morning from head to foot ; and 
hj means of this undion he preferves him- 
felf from fun ftrokes, and from being flung 
by mofquitoest and checks perfplration, ge- 
nerally too copious between the tropics. 

When a Hottentot woman is ready to He 
in, ibe ts vifited by an old woman of the 
horde, who attends her while in labour* and 
her delivery is always eafy. The fymphyfis 
and Casfarian operation are not known among 
thele ravages. No confuttations are ever 
held, nor do they debate whether they 
mufl: fave the child at the expence of the 
life of the mother ; and fliould it happen, but 
this is extremely rare, that the I'lie of both 
could not be preferved, a horrid diftin£tion 
would certainly not order the mother to be 
afTallinated, and the child would not be 
fpared. 

I enquired of the Hottentots themfelvea 
whether it was true that a mother who 
brings forth twins inftantly deftroys one of 
them. This crime againft nature is indeed 
very rare, and. thcfe pepple revolt at the 

Vol. II. E idea 
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idea of it; but It has its fource, however 
incredible it may feem, in the tendered 
love. It is a dread of not being able to 
nouriih two children, or of feeing them 
both peri£b, that has induced fome mothers 
to facrifice one of them. Befides, the Go- 
naquas are exempt from this reproach ; and 
I obfcrvcd that they were not pleafed with 
my quedion. But by what right dare we 
make it criminal in thefe favages to ufb 
this precaution, for which I have given at 
leaft a plaulible motive, whilH in the heart 
of the mod enlightened nations, notwith- 
Aanding the number of hofpitals opened by 
benevolence, we every day fee mothers un- 
natural enough to expofe with their own 
hands, and to abandon in the Hreets, the 
innocent fruits of their womb i 

It would therefore be an unjuft calumny 
againil thefe people, to give as a conftant 
praftice a few barbarous ai^ions which they 
condemn, and which they belie fo well by 
their condu^. In more than one horde I 
have met mothers who fuckled twins, and 
who did not feem to be in the leaft cm- 
barraffed with them. 

Travellers, however, have not hcfitated 
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to maintain that this barbarous practice ex- 
iits ; and what Dr. Sparmann relates in his 
Voyage to the Cape *, refpefting the fate of 
children at the breafl who Idfe their motherai 
is equally void of foundation. 

** Another cuftom, no lefs horrid," fays 
he, " which has not been hitherto remarked 
" by any one, but which I have been JitUy 
*' ajured exifts amqngft the Hottentots, is 
" that, if a mother happens to die, the child 
" at her breaft is interred alive with her. 
" This very year, in the place where I was, 
"the following circumftancc happened:— 
'• A Hottentot wonwn having died on the 
*' farm of an epidemical diftempcr, the reft 
" of the Hottentots, who thought that they 
" were not in a condition to educate the fe- 
" male child which ftie had left, or who 
" were unwilling to take the burden of it, 
** had wrapped it up, Hill alive, in a fheep's 
** ikin, in order to inter it with the deceafed 
*' mother; but fofaie farmers in the -neigh- 
" bourhood prevented them from accom- 
*' pliihing their defign. My landlady, wha 
'* was already advanced in years, told toe 

• Vol. ii. p. 73. 
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"^ that (he herfelf, about fixteen or ieventeen 
** years before, found in the quarter of 
** Swellendam a Hottentot child wrapped 
** up in fkins, tied fail to a tree, near the 
** place where its mother had been recently 
*• interred. Enough of life was ftill remain- 
" ing in this child to be faved, and it was 
" carried away by Mrs. Kock's relations; but 
" it died at the age of eight or nine. It re- 
** fults from this inftance, and from feveral 
'* others which I learned from the planters," 
&c. 

We muft conclude, from the words of this 
botanifl, that he faw nothing of what he re- 
lates, £nce he declares, as he does through- 
out bis whole work, that he received his 
information from the planters. He muft 
have been too much in their company to be 
ignorant how far one ought to depend on 
their memories or their judgment; and on 
this account he might have fpued us the 
trouble of reading a great number of fabl« 
which ought to have been exploded. It is 
not by hearfay that wc are to judge of peo- 
ple, or to compare them with others. In 
the moft faithful and juft relation how many 
circumftances eftaps us which would throw 
light 
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light upon fads, always ill underftood when 
one has not been an eye-witnefs I Was not 
the epidemical diftemper, of which he iays 
the iirft mother died, a Sufficient reafoa to 
alarm the Hottentots, and to make them 
remove both from the dead body and the 
child, through a dread of being infeded j . 
which, confidering their prejudice, is a fuf- 
ficient motive to induce them to abandon 
every thing in an inftant, even their flocks, 
which are their only riches ? With regard 
to the lecond child, found in the canton of 
Swellendam, the cafe perhaps might have 
been the fame; and until a reafonable caufe 
is aligned for this barbarity, I ihall vindi* 
cate the charadler of the nuldeft and moft 
afiedicknate people that I know. In fliort, 
fach ridiculous talcs refpeding thefe favages 
would have been long fince forgotten with 
the hiftory of witches ^nd apparitions, were 
jthere not old women to repeat them, and 
children to read them. 

It would appear, that fome people take a 
delight in decrying uncivilized nations all 
over the globe, who ' are tnown to be the 
ojoft peaceable and the moft patient j whilft, 
filled with cfteem and refped for the eaft- 
E 3 cm 
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ern nations, the Chinefe for example, they 
pafs nightly over a cuAom prevalent among 
mothers at Pekin of cxpofing in the Areets 
during night all the children which they 
wiih to get rid of, that at break of day the 
carriages and cattle as they pafs may cruflx 
them to death, or that they may he de- 
voured by the hogs. Certain travellers who 
have vifited Afia inform us that the great 
lords in Thibet go on a pilgrimage to Pai- 
tola, the relidence of the Grand Lama, to 
procure fome of the excrement of this fo- 
vcreign high pricft; and that they carry it 
about their necks in amulets, or fprinkle it 
like pepper over their food. 

Has this filthy ceremony any thing more 
difgufting in it than that falfely afcribed to 
the Hottentots in the celebration of their 
marriages? Maftcrs of ceremony, which they 
have not — or rather priefts, with whom they 
are Aill lefs acquainted, are fuppofed to have 
the fupernatural power of drenching from 
the urinary paflage the bride and bride- 
groom, who, proilrated at the feet of the 
perfon who befprinklos them, devoutly re- 
ceive the liquor, and carefully rub it over 
th^ir whole bodies, without tofing a-finglc 
drop. 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



AFRICA. s5 

drop. The author whom I have already 
guoted is Arongly inclined to believe all 
thefe rhapfodies on the fimplc relation of 
the planters, when he fays that thefe mar- 
riage titts are not deflitute of foundation; . 
but that this cuflom is no longer pradtifed 
except in the interior part of the kraals, 
and never in prefence of the planters. 

Kolben has fpoken of this ceremony in 
the minutcft manner? and he has even cx- 
pofed it to the eyes of his readers in an en- 
graving, in order to give it a^ kind of authen- 
ticity. Other ignorant writers have copied 
Kolben, and even the author of the French 
tranflation of Dr. Sparmann ; to which he 
has been pleafed to add, in order to com- 
plete the laft volume, I know not what 
extract from j^ New Syjiem of Geography, 
I indeed never read any voyage to Afric^ in 
which the abfurd reveries of Kolben have 
not been adopted. This pUgiarifm, which 
difgraces the work of a refpedable writer, 
defcrves no credit. The dreams of the fe- 
dentary traveller who wrote above eighty 
years ago, arc there related word for word, 
not only .refpefting the marriage ceremony 
oi the Hottentots, but alfo concerning their 
E 4 reception 
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reception into an order of chivalry, yfhich 
termipates likewife by a general immerlion, 
I have dwelt too long on thefe details j bu{ 
it is my duty to relate faithfully what I faw, 
and what concluiions I have thencp formed. 
The Hottentot women, as well as thofe 
of Europe, are fiibjei^ to periodical in'difpo- 
fitions; and all the circumllances attending 
them are abfolutely the fame. The wife or 
daughter of a Gonaqua, when flie perceives 
her iituation, immediately leaves the hut of 
her hulband or parents, retires to fome dif- 
tance from the horde, has no more commu- 
nication with them, conArufts a kind of ha- 
bitation for herfelf, if it be cold, and re- 
mains fhut up there, until, being purified by 
bathing, ihe is in a condition to appear again 
in public. As in fuch circumftances the 
drcfs of thefe favages is very ill calculated to 
conceal a woman's condition, ihe would be 
expofi,d to fcvere raillery if any one flioult} 
obfefve it ; nothing more v?ould be necef- 
fary to infpire her intended fpoufc with dif- 
guft, which would terminate by a fpeedy 
fcparation. It is therefore a natural Ihame, 
founded upon a fenfe of her own imperfec- ■ 
tion, and a dread of clifpleafing, that induces 
a woman 
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9. woman to abfent hcrfelf in this manner 
for feveral days : and this is one of thofe 
cuAoms which might have been eafily takea 
for a religious ceremony, by people who* 
having obfervcd it only fuperficially, did not 
fee that fuch a conduct, myfterious in ap- 
pearance, is at bottom only an x& of do* 
eency and cleanlinefs. 

Young women never have any intercouric 
with the men until theyare capable of pro* 
docing children. They are marriageable at 
the age of twelve or thirteen ; and after that 
period, as foon as they meet with a' young 
man agreeable to their tafte, they are per* 
mitted -by their parents to live with him. 

la this country, where all arc equal by their 
birth, provided they are males, all ranks are 
confequently equal, or rather there is no 
rank at all. Luxury and vanity, which eat 
up wealth, and make it experience fo many 
changes, in other countries, are not known 
among thefe favages : confined to the fimple 
wants of nature, the means by which they 
fupply them not being exclufive, they may 
J)e, and indeed , they are, employed by every 
one. All the combinations of pride for the 
profperity of families^ and the apcumulatioii 
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of perhaps ten fortunes in the fame money 
chcft, produce here no intrigues, difordcr, or 
crimes. Parents having no reafons lor op- 
pofing thofe fentimcnts of prepoffeflion which 
lead a child towards one objed rather than to 
another, all marriages being founded on a re- 
ciprocal afFe<Sion, are always attended with 
happinefsi and as, to preferve them, they 
^now no other law but love, they have no 
other motive for diffolving them but indif- 
ference. Thcfe unions, formed by iimple na- 
ture, are more lailing than might be expefled 
amongil thefe ihepherds j and their love for 
their children renders both the parties every 
day more and more neccflary to one another. 
The formality of thefe marriages conHfls 
then in a fimple and finccrc promife of living 
together as long as may be agreeable. When 
two young people enter into this engage- 
ment, they inftantly become man and wife; 
and this alliance is certainly not folcmnlzed 
by thofe ridiculous and filthy afperfions of 
which I have fpoken. A few (heep, and 
fometimes an ox, are killed to celebrate this 
little feftival : the parents give a few cattle 
to the young couple j and the latter conftruft 
a but, and take poflcfiion of it the fame 

day, 
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day, to live there together as long as love 
may preiervc harmony between them ; for, 
as 1 have faid, if any difference arifes in the 
family which cannot be reconciled but by a 
feparation, it foon takes place. They quit 
one another; and each feeking a happier fitu- 
ation elfewhere, is at liberty to marry again, 
Eilabliihed order requires that the common 
eded:s {hould be divided in an amicable man- 
ner : but Ihould it happen that the huiband, 
in quality of mafler, pretends to retain the 
whole, the wife on that account is never 
jdeftitute of protedlors and fupport j the fa- 
mily Aand up in her defence, and fometimes 
the whole horde. Much difputing then en- 
fues J the confcqucnce is that they come to 
blows, and the Aronger party give laws to 
the other. 

The mother takes with her the young 
children, efpecially if they be daughters; 
the boys, if they be grown up, follow the 
father, and are always on his fide. 

Thefc misfortunes, it muft be conffffcd, 
are very rare j but what is no lefs worthy of 
remark, is, that in fuch cafes, as well as in 
their other quarrels, there is no law, and no 
cftabliflied euftom, by which good order can 

be 
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be reftored, Wc muft confider as abfurditics 
•what Kolbcn has faid rcfpefting their courts 
of juftice, their manner of proceeding in civil 
affairs, the fuperior council of the nation, 
their prifons, their public aflemblies, and in 
a word all thoie inAitutions which itl agree 
with the name of favage, iince a people fo 
governed would in nothing differ from us 
but in colour and climate. I never faw or 
Jieard that a quarrel ended by a murder; but 
if this misfortune ihould happen, and if the 
death be regretted, the family, exceedingly 
moderate in their vengeance, would be con- 
tented with the law of retribution. For fo 
atrocious a crime the whole horde would 
pirfue the affaffin, and compel him to quit 
the country, if hcefcaped being put to death. 

Polygamy is not at all repugnant to the 
^ntlments of the Hottentots ; but it is far 
from being generally eftabliOied among them. 
They take as many wives as they choofe; ^at 
is to fay, in proportion to their cooftitution; 
and this generally reduces the number to one. 

It is never,, however, abferved that one 

,wQman lives with two men; and the wifdom 

of nature, which was dedrous that a father 

might be able to acknowledge his children, 

impreffed 
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imprelled on the heart of the Gonaquas an 
xovincible abhorrence of this infamous pro* 
ilitution. It fliocks thefe people fo much, 
that a hulband, acquainted with the flighteft 
ad: of infidelity in his fpoufe, may immedi- 
ately put her to death, without running the 
tjfk of being punifhed for it. 

It may be readily judged that this remarfc 
is liable to fome exceptions ; and the reader 
will recolleft with what familiarity the firft 
free Hottentots I met mixed among mine : 
but, being nearer the colony, example is a 
very powerful fcducer ; and I even confeft 
that it would be difficult, among thefe fa- 
vages, for the conjugal knot to reiift the 
felicitations and coaxing of an European. 
A Hottentot woman, honoured by being 
overcome, looks upon her hufband after- 
wards with a kind of haughtinefs, and quits 
him with contempt. The latter, on his iide, 
foon becomes comforted, and fuffers himfelf 
to be eafily appeafcd by trifling prefents : 
but even this refource is ufelefs; and, aa I 
have already faid, in confequence of their 
primitive manners being corrupted, they are 
lefs fufceptible of jcalouiy, and are far front 
experiencing its madnefs. 

AGo- 
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A Gonaqua man bcAows much lefs atten- 
tion on drefs than the women. It has been 
faid that in winter they wear their krofs with 
the woolly fide innermoil, and that in hot 
weather they turn it. This indeed is pof- 
fible, and very indifferent in itfclf ; but it 
however does not prevent them from hav- 
ing one in fummer abfolutcly free from wool, 
the preparation of which coAs a great deal 
of trouble. I have remarked that the Gona- 
quas are taller than the Hottentots of the 
colonies, and that their krolTes are made of 
calves fkins. One of thefe fldns is feldom 
fufiicient ; and they generally make it larger 
by adding to each fide a piece which they 
ftitch to it with thread made of intcftinefc 
This fewing is executed in the fame manner 
as that of fhoemakers; and, to form the holes, 
thefe favages employ an awl of iron, when they 
can find it ; but, when they cannot, they ufe one 
made of bone : thofe made of the leg bone of 
an ofirich, which is the hardeft they know, 
are thofe upon which they fet the higheft 
value. There are two methods of freeing a 
krofs from hair : when the animal has been 
newly flayed, and while the (kin is ftill frefh, 
they only roll it up with the hair inwards, 
6 and 
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and leave it in this Aate for two days, which 
are Tufficient to produce a fermentatioa. 
When this begins, they tear off the hair, 
which almofl: drops of ttfelfj and then, by 
rubbing, give the fkin a kind of preparation. 
It is afterward left for a whole day entirely 
covered with leaves of the Hottentot fig-tree, 
well foaked and pounded ; and when thij 
operation is finifhed, the fibres, and all the 
fleOiy parts that can be perceived, are fcraped 
away ; till at length, by force of rubbing it 
with mutton greafe, the krofs acquires all 
the foftnefs and flexibility of woven cloth. 
It may be readily perceived that this pro- 
cefs differs very little from thofe employed 
by furriers and tanners in Europe; but, with 
whatever .ingenuity the Hottentots may pre- 
pare their furs and ikins, they will never ap- 
proach ours until they have palTed through 
the hands of the perfumer. 

If the ikin be dry, and, whether it has 
been ufed or not, retains the hair; and if a 
Hottentot, for want of another, wifhes to 
convert it into a krofs for fummer, this la- 
bour requires other care, and it becomes 
much more tedious and minute. With the 
rib bone of a iheep he forms a kind of chifel, 
which 
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which muft be made as fharp as poflible j 
and this inftrament, which (erves to detach 
the hair, mull be managed with great pre- 
caution. It is not fufficienc to fiiave the 
hair, it is necelTary that it ihould be pulled 
out by the roots ; and that it bring the epi- 
dermis along with it, without damaging the 
texture of the (kin. This work of patience 
requires extraordinary (kill and a great deal 
of time, A Gonaqua, I again repeat it, has 
no other clothes but his krofs and his jackal ; 
and he always goes bareheaded, unlefs the 
weather be rainy or cold : in fuch cafes, he 
wears a cap made of leather. He ornaments 
his hair with a few gla& beads, or affixes a 
plume of feathers to it. I have ieen fbme 
who fubftituted, in the place of this decora- 
tion, fmall bits of leather cut into dilFerent 
forms ; and others, when they kill fmall 
birds, blow up the blndder, and fallen it like 
a tuft over their foreheads. 

All in general ufe fandals, which they 
tie with leather thongs: they ornament alfo, 
but with leis profufion than the women, their 
legs and arms with Ivory bracelets, the whitc- 
iiefs of which affords them much pleafure ; 
but they do not however value them fo highly 
4 , ■ as 
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as thoCs made of large brafs wire. They 
take Co much care of the latter, and fcotif 
tbem.ro often, that they become exceedingly- 
brilliant, and retain a moll beautiful poliffa. 

They are remarkabtyfond of hunting; and 
in this exercifc they difplay great dexterity. 
Befid£s gins and fnares, which they place in 
convenient Ipots to catch large animals, they 
lie ill wait fbr theih alio, attack them as foon 
*s they appear, and kill them with their 
poilbned arrows, or their aflagays. When 
an animal is wounded by the former, it in- 
ftantly feels the efFeas of the poifon, which 
coagulates its blood ; and it often happens 
that an elephant, wounded in this manner, 
falls at the diftaricc of twenty or thirty leagues 
. from the place where it received the deadly 
blow. As foon as an animal expires, they 
are contented with cutting away all the flcfh 
near the wound, which they confider as dan- 
gerous ; but the reft fuftains no injury from 
the force of the poifon. I have often eat 
the ileih of animals killed in this manner, 
withoot experiencing the flighteft inconve- 
nience i but I muft own that I would not 
run the fame rifque with rcfpeft to animals 

Vol. H. F which 
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which have retained the poifon in their bo- 
dies for fome time. 

On the firft view of their arrows, one 
would not iufpcft how deftrudive weapons 
they are. They will neither fly fo far, nor 
are they fo long, as thofe ufcd by the Caribs 
in America; but even their fmallnefs ren- 
ders them fo much the more dangerous, as 
it is impo^ible to perceive and follow them 
with the eye, and confequently to avoid 
them. The flighteft wound which they 
make always proves mortal, if the poifon 
reaches the blood, and if the flefli be torn. 
The fureft remedy is to ampatate the wound- 
ed part, if it be a limb; but ii the wound be 
in the body, death is unavoidable. 

Thefe arrows are made of reeds, and very 
curioufly formed* They are only eighteen 
inches, or at moft two feet, in length ; where- 
as thoiie of the Cari|)s are Gx feet. Having 
rounded a fmatl bone three or four inchest 
in length, and lefs in diameter than the reed, 
thefe Hottentots thruft it into one of the 
ends of the arrow, but without Axing it i on 
this account, when, the arrow penfetrates any 
body, the rod may be drawn . out, but thQ 
bone remains in the wound > bccaufe it is 
I armed - 
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^tUcd-^lth a fmall iron hook^ placed on bae 
of its fides in Aich a manner; that by its re- 
jlji/tancti and th£ now lacerations it occafions 
in the flti0i, it renders ufelefs all tboTc means 
which art might deviie to e^traft it. This 
I}ofle alio is dipped in a poifon which has 
tjie confidence of maftich;.and they often 
add to its point a fntall triangular bit of Iron 
well iharp^ned, whicl^ renders the weapon 
Aill more terrible;'. 

' Eich horde have- a pei:uliir nethod of 
cpmpofiisg their potfon^i According to the 
(Ufferei^t miBcy plants which grow in their 
neighbojurhoodj the jdatigerous juice of which 
they entnd:. They procure foiile alfo from 
certain kinds of ferpentsj and thcfe, for 
their a<9ivity, are tfaofe which are mbflr fough c 
after by thefe favagesy and which they prefer 
to all others, efpcciilly in their expeditions 
and combats. It is not pofiible to draw any 
certain: ihformation from them refpefting 
their ptadner of preparing that poifon which 
they extra6lifrom ferpcnts : it is a fecret 
which they fo. cacefnlly conceal, 'that all I 
can affirm concerning it is, that it operates 
very fpeedily.;.. and I often had occafiOn' to 
make experioients with it. I am however 
F 2 inclined 
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inclined to think that, at it grows old« thJ9 
poiibn lofes much of itc ftrcogth, notwith- 
ftanding the trial made of it in the king's!. 
garden at Paris, the fuccefs of which may 
be warranted. But the& poifons, as I have 
already faid, do not reiemble one another i 
that which Mr. Condamine brought widi 
him, on his return from Peru, does not efta* 
bliih a law. for Africa. Bejides, it is an ex- 
periment which might eafily be rc^teated in 
the prefence of fcienti£c men ; fince I have 
in my coUedion, befides other arms, a quiver 
filled with thefe arrows, which I toc^ from 
one of the Bofbrnen Hottentots, during an 
a£lion in which I laved my own life at the 
cxpencc of his. 

Their bows &re proportioned to their ar- 
rows, and are not above two feet and a half, 
or at mo{i three feet, in length: the firing ia 
formed of intefiines. 

The affsgay is generally a very feeble wea- 
pon in the hands of a Hottentot j but, be- 
fides this, as its length renders it not dange- 
ly be feen cleaving the air, it 
to avoid it Beyond the dif- 
paces, the perfon who darts it 
lis aim, although the Hotten- 
tots 
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':tot< ite i^ble ro ihrbw it thuch farther : it is 
dflly in A clofe engagement ttiit it can be of 
BQjr utility. It hB6 the fame fhape as a lance 
in every other country ; but as it is intended 
ta be thrown at the en^my, or at animals, 
the wood of thofe ufed in jAfrica is mucli 
Kghter aud weakeri and continues diminish- 
ing in thicknefs to thfc extremity oppofite to 
the iron point. 

The ufe of thefe weapons is very iU under- 
ftood ; for the warrior who wields them with 
the greateft (kill is alfo the fooneft difarmed. 
The Gonaquas. and all the other Hottentots, 
nesirer carry but one ; and the embarraiTmcnt 
which they generally caule, as well as the 
little advantage they derive from them, fuf- 
ficiently prove that they are not their fa- 
vourite means of defence j which may lead 
OS to conclude that bows and arrows are the 
natural and proper arms of a Hottentot. I 
have feen fome of them that difplayed much 
addrefs in throwing the afTagay ; but the 
greater part of them are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with it. The cafe however is not the 
fame with the Caffres, who have no other 
weapons ; but of thefe I (hall fpeak hero-p 
sftcr, 

F 3 ^uch 
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Such are the meaqs for-'ftttacking or de^ 
fending ufedby. fome-of the favagc QatitJn* 
of Africa. They m^typ^rtraps incite the in-) 
dignation of an European, and indu<:e him 
to tax thefe people with-,'V''barJty j. but it 
^u(l he -remembered that ^p ^u^peaosj bek 
fore they employed that terrible thunder 
which in-a moment caufes ib. muph t}evafl:a<r 
tion and ruin, had no other ar-ras but thoic; 
piade of fteel, and kn?wal{p.the tpethod of 
fending a double death to: the enonyi - 

The Hottentots have .not the leaft notion 
of the elements of agriculture; they neither 
fow nor plant, nor do they ever reap any 
crop. All that Kolben. has faid refpe(3ibg 
their manner of ci^ltivating the earth, of ga- 
thering, in their grain, and of churning.thcir 
butter, cojicerns the planters only, and the 
Hottentots in their fervice. The favages 
(irink their milk as nature gives, it j and if 
they conceived 3, tafte for agriculture, to-p 
bacco and the vine would undoubtedly be 
the principal objects of their attention : for 
fmoking and drinking arp their ruling plea- 
fures ; and all, whether old or young, mar- 
' lied o|- unrparried, arc . much addided to 
both. 

When 
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Wiiea they choofe to give themfelves the 
trouble, they make an intoxicating liquor, 
compolcd of honey and a certain root, which' 
they fuffer to ferment in a proper quantity of 
water. This liquor, which is a kirtd of hy- 
dromel, is not their ufual beverage, nor do . 
they ever keep a ftock of it by them. What- 
ever they have, they drink all at once, and 
fiiequently regale themfelves in this manner 
at certain periods. 

They fmoke the leaves of a plant which 
they name Jagha, and not daka, as feme au- 
thors have written. This plant is not indi- 
genous ; it is the hemp of Europe. It is cul- 
tivated by fome of the planters j and when 
they have dried the leaves, they fell them to 
the Hottentots, or exchange them for oxen. 
There are fome of the favages who prefer 
thefe leaves to tobacco j but the greater 
part of them are fond of mixing both toge- 
ther. 

They fet Icfs value on the pipes brought 
from Europe than on thofe which they fa- 
bricate themfelves j the former appear to 
them ta be too fmall. For making thcfe 
pipes they employ the bamboo reed, baked 
earth, or a foft kind of i^one, which they 
F4 cut 
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cut and fcoop out to a conliderable depth, 
without breaking it. They generally make 
them very large j for the more they arc capa- 
ble of containing, the more valuably they 
are. I have feen fome, the fhanks of which 
had an orifice of more than an inch in dia- 
ipetcr. 

None of the men among the Gonaqua^ 
give themfelves up peculiarly to any kind 
of labour, in order to gratify the whims of 
others. The vvoman who wifhes to repofe 
&ftly, makes her own mats j the want of a 
drefs forms a tailor ; and the hunter who is 
' dcfirous of having fure weapons, depends only 
upon thofe which he forges himfelf: in fliort, 
a Ipv^r is th^ fole archited of the hut in ' 
which he intends to conceal the charms of 
his female companion. . 

I mull confefs that more intelligence and 
more art may be foimdamong other nations. 
The only utenfils known in this country are 
Ibrmed of a kind of earthen ware exceed- 
ingly brittle, and are almofl all &aped alike. 
The Gonaquas feldom boil their meat, as 
they prefer it roafted or broiled. Their pot- 
^ry is deilioed for the purpofe of melting 
greafe, which they afterwards preferve in ca- 
Ijbafhes, 
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ItbsJics* h^ mod* of fteep*^ ikins, or ia 
bladders. 

Though they rear abundance of (hcep and 
exen. they feldom kill the latter^ unlefs ibme 
accident happens to them, or old age has 
fendered them unfit for fervice. Their prin- 
cipal nourifhment> therefore, ia the milk of 
their ewes and cows; befides which, they 
have the produce of their hunting esccur- 
£ons; and from time to time they kill a 
iheep, To fatten their animals they em-* 
ploy a procefs, which* though not pradifed 
in Europe, is no lefs efficacious } and has 
this peculiar advantage, that it requires no 
care. They bruifc, between two fiat ftones, 
thofc parts which we deprive them of by the . 
knife J and when thus compreHed they ac- 
quire in time a prodigious bulk, and be- 
{cpme a moft delicate morfel, when they 
have refolved to facrifice the animal. 

The cuAom of bleeding oxen for war is 
not pradtifed in this part of Africa. I ob- 
ferved no veftige of it in any of thofc places 
through which I pafled. It is pfpuHar to 
the Grand Nimiquas ; and I ihall {peak of it 
when I come to give ati account of thefe 
people. The oxen whiph the Hottentots 

rear 
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rear are ufed only in tranfporting their bag-* 
gage, when they quit one place in order td 
eftablifh themfelfes in another; the re- 
mainder are deAined for procuring them ne^ 
ccffarics by barter. 

Thofe oxen which they iatend for carry- 
ing burdens muft be broke and trained very 
early to this fervice j otherwife they would 
bepome abfolqtely untradable. On this ac- 
count, when the animal is flill young, they 
pierce the cartilage which feparates the no- 
Urils, and thrufl: through the hole a piece of 
Aick about eight or ten inches in length, 
and almofl an inch in. diameter. To fix this 
Aick, and to prevent it from dropping, they 
fecure it with a leathern thong, which is faA-^ 
cned to both its ends. This curb, which 
ferves to flop and reftrain the animal, is left 
in this pofition as long as it continues in life. 
When the ox has attained to its full ftrength^ 
or nearly fo, th?y begin by accuftoming it to 
endure a leathern girth, which they bind 
clofer from time to time, lyithout incom- 
pioding it ; and they carry this to fuch a 
degree, that any other animal with. which 
the fame precautions might not be taken, 
yvould be ftifled by it, and inAantly pefi^^ 
Some 
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Some light bunhens are then placed Dpon it» 
fach as hides, mats, &;c ; and thus, by gra-« 
dually and inlenfibly increaiing the load, 
they render it fit to carry and retain on its 
back the weight of three hundred pounds 
and more ; which is in nowife troubleibme 
to it when oii. a journey. 

Their manner of loading ah ox is -very 
fimple. A man placing himfelf before the' 
aninial, lays hold of the thong affixed to the 
fmail Aitfk that paiTes through its noArtls; 
and this method renders the moft furious 
calm and peaceable. Some {kins are thrown 
over its back,:to prevent it from being hurt ; 
and in proportion as they lay on the effeds 
which are to compofe the load, two robuft 
Hottentots, Handing one on each fide, ar- 
range and fecure them by a leather girth, 
which goes ftveral times round by pafllng 
under the animal's belly. Thefe girths are 
often above twenty yards in length j and, to 
faften them more clofely each time it pafles 
round the load, thefe men prefs their knees 
againll the animal's fides ; while one fees, 
with no iefs'afloniihment than pain, the poor 
brute, with its belly reduced to lefs than its: 
ordinary fize, endure this torture, andn^arch 
along 
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aloog with the utmoft compoAire. Thet 
Hottentots, who ire not acquaiatcd with tho 
vieof horfes, oftenjnount the& oxen ; and 
cTcn.Hi the colonies they are Sometimes cm- 
ployed by the inhabitants for the fame pur- 
pofe. The motion of an ox is very gentle, 
efpecially when it trots $ and I have feea 
fome» which, trained entirely for riding, were 
not inferior in fpced to the fleetefl horfe. 

The talk of milking the cows and the 
ewes belongs to the women: and, as they 
never beat or torment them, they are fur-» 
prifingly tra£table } it is never neceiTary to tio 
them. It moft be obferved that a cow ii| 
Africa never gives milk when tier calf dies, 
or is feparatcd from her: the Hottentots, 
therefore, carefully avoid thefe misfortunes, 
which would render the mother ufelefs, and 
lelTen their moft valuable refource. The in- 
flina which prompts the cow (o retain her 
inilk until her calf has fucked her, is no lefs 
reooarkable j but on thefe occafions the Hot-^ 
tentots onploy an eafy method, generally 
pradifed, however difgufting it may be. 
Whilft a woman, fquatted down, holds the 
animal's teat, another blows with great vio- 
lence into her vagina; her belly then fwclls 
prodigioufly, 
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prodigioufly, Co that fhe can no longer keep 
back her milk, but fufiers it to flow in abun- 
dance. 

If a calf happens to die, they preferre iM 
ftia very carefully, and with much addreft 
deceive the iimple inftinifl of nature. They 
wrap it round the body of another calf j and, 
ieduced by this artifice, the mother conti- 
aues to yield her milk : but this ftratagcai 
feldom fuccecds beyond the fpace of a month. 
It is a real lofs to a proprietor when a calf 
dies; for, if it lives, the cow never ceafes t9 
^ve milk till within fix weeks of her bring- 
ing forth agtun. 

The African cows are abfolutely the fame 
ipecies as thofc of Europe, and differ in no 
circumftance whatever; but, according as the 
difierent cantons are good or bad, they ap- 
pear fatter or leaner. In general they give 
very little milk; thofe which furnifh three 
or four pints a day are extraordinary pheno- 
mena. It appears that milk, one of the mod 
agreeable gifts of nature, becomes fcwccr, 
and dries up almoft entirely, the more one 
approaches the warmeft countries. I rc- 
jmembcr that at Surinam, not far from the 
Line, a cow which gave three or four pints 
7 . was 
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was accounted a wonder : what Aitl ferres to 
confirm the truth of my alTertion is, that 
even at the Cape, in the rainy fcafon, whca 
the atmofphere is cooleft, more milk is ob* 
tained ; and the contrary is the cafe whed. 
the warm weather returns. It is then alfo 
that the feafpn moH: dangerous for thefe ani- 
mals commences^ and when they are fubjeft- 
to four deflrudtive maladies, which occafioa 
dreadful devailation among the herds. 

The firil, called at the Cape lam-fikte^ is 
a real palfy, which comes on all of a fudden^. 
and though fat, and to appearance in per-* 
fe£t health, thefe animals are. obliged to re 
main in a lying poflure, and they generally 
die in fifteen days. As foon as the diilempef 
appears, thofe which are Aill free from the 
infection are fent out of the country ; and, 
as there is no remedy for this plague, 
the planters deftroy thofe attacked by it ; 
and this they do with the more readinefs, 
as they have no averfion to eat the difeafed 
flcfti : above all, they make no difficulty in 
giving it to their (laves and Hottentots, who 
in their tafte are iUll Icfs delicate. 

Another difeafe, the tong-^ktey is a pro- 
digious fwelling of the tongue, which then 

fills 
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fills the whole mouth and throat ; and tht 
animal is every moment in danger of being 
choakcd. This difordcr is more terrible in 
its confequentes than the other, though it 
is not incurable j but the remedy for it is 
ib little knowha and fo badly adminiftered, 
that it feldom operates with fuccefs. Thofe, 
therefore, which appear to be in a defperate 
fituation, are killed, in order that their flefh 
and fkins may not be loft. 

The klaw'^kte attacks the fett of oxen, 
caufes them to fwell prodigioufly, and often 
produces a fuppuration : the hoof drops oif} 
and wheti the animal walks, if one fees it 
behind, it feems as if it wore flippers. It 
may readily be fuppofed that, while in fuch 
a fituation, great care is taken not to remove 
it from its place. It is, indeed, fuffered to 
remain at reft as long as the malady conti- 
nues : it is an inconvenience not attended 
with any danger, and which terminates ge- 
nerally in a fortnight. 

• This^ - however, is not the cafe with re- 
fped to the fpong-fiktSy a terrible fcourge 
among horned cattle, and very alarming 
even for thofe of the hordes. This plague, 
which fparcs nothing, caufes fpeedy deftruc- 
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tion ; and happy is he who does ndt lo& by It 
the half of his herd. It is a kind of leprDiy, 
that may be communicated in an inibmt ; and 
the fleih of fuch animals as are attacked by 
St, fwells in an extraordinary manner, and 
grows ipongy and Uvid. One would iay 
tiiat it was bruifed, and in a ftate of deCOm-* 
pofition ; it becomes filled with a reddilb 
vifcous humour; and is fo difgufting, th^ 
even dogs will not approach it. As foon as 
it is fufpeded that the firft fymptoms of 
this peililence have app«red, if care has not 
been taken to remove thoie animals which 
are not yet infc6ted, whatever health or 
ftrength they may enjoy, they cannot efcape 
it. ' ' *■ 

Such are the principal difordcrr which> 
by their periodical ravages, eftabli(h between 
the increafe and the mortality of the cattle 
of Africa, a balance that obftru&s their pro- 
sperity, and without which theft paftoral 
people, very temperate in their manner of 
living, would foon become rich and power- 
ful. 

The Ihecp which the favages breed in the 
caftern parts are of a fpecies known undo* 
the name of the Capejbetp. They have ac- 
quired 
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^ujred coiifiderable reputation from the Aze 
of their tails j but this has been greatly ex- 
aggerated! their ordinary weight is not above 
four or five pounds. During my refidence 
at the Cape Town, 6ne of thefe animals vrti 
carried from houfe to hoiife as a wonder j 
and yet its tail^ though much admired, did 
not weigh more than nine poilnds and a half. 
It is abfolutely nothing elfe but a.luiAp of 
ht, which has this peculiarity, that when 
melted it never acquires the confiftency of 
that found in other parts of the animal ; it is 
a kind of congealed oil, which the Hottentots 
prefer to any other for, their unaions* and for 
applying that powder which they call Sou- 
ghou. The planters employ it alfo in fry^ 
ing tertain kinds of meat. When mixed 
with other greafy fubftances, it becomes 
hztd like buttei*, and is fubftituted for it, 
efpecially in fuch cantons of the colony as 
afe too dry for breeding cows. On this ac- 
count it is called, in the fertile parts of the 
country, in pleafantry and by way of deri- 
fion, the butter df fuch or fuch a place: 
at the Cape, for example, it is called the 
butter of Swart-landf a dry Canton in whicU ' 
milk is exceedingly fcarcc. 

Vol. n. G The 
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The dry and burnt parts are fit only for 
goats, Which arp always of a fine breed. Their 
iizQ varies according to the diifercnt cantons j 
but, in general, they are every where eircel* 
lent> and produce as much milk as the cows; 
They bring forth young twice a year, like 
Iheep; the latter for the moft part bring two 
at a time ; but the goats three, and very often 
four. 

The Hottentots are not acquainted with 
hogSt and even the European planters dif- 
dain to breed them. I have however feea 
foOie of them in particular cantons, where 
they are fuffered to multiply and to live un- 
confined. To catch them one muH purfue 
them, and kill them with afufee. 

Poultry are notefleemed among the Hot- 
tentots ; befides, they could not rear them, 
. were they defirous to do it j for, as they 
jiever fow,they have no kind of grain. 

The roots which they principally make 
ufe of, are confined to a very fmall number. 
They never boil them, as they think them 
better when eat raw; and indeed experience 
convinced me that they are not in the wrong. 

- That which I preferred, known under the 
Hottentot name of ka4ierOf i$ (haped like a. 

- ■ radifl), 
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itidilh, and is as larjge at t melon. It has a 
maft fwe^t and agreeable tafte, 9nd is excel- 
lent for flaying thifft i a wonderful precau- 
■tion of nature, in a il-orching climate, where 
00c is in danger of periling at every ftepj 
aad where, at certain reaibns, there Is not a 
Ghgle spring at which one could drink. 
Though very common, this root is not ea- 
£ly found, becaufe at the period of its perfed 
maturity, its leaves becoming withered and 
dty, drop off; and to procure it one muft 
liave remarked the fpot before. But by be- 
ing a little accuilomed to the country, people 
may Coon learn to diAingutfii the places whece 
it chiefly grows. 

When oppreficd by the heat and fatigues 
of the day, having my mouth and throat 
parched, and my body covered with fweat 
and duft, panting for breath, deprived 
of the friendly fhade, and fcarcely able to 
fupport my own weight, I wiihed to £nd 
Ibme infeiStous marOi ; and in that all my 
vows were centered— when my vain rc- 
fearches, and the uncealing Intenlity of the 
fan, had at length deprived me of all hopes — ■ 
how often then did I congratulate myfelf 
upon a precaution which more than one ele- 
G 2 gant 
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gant Midas, from relations publilhed with- 
out my confent* have tamed into ridicule, as 
well as my cock ; becaufe, among other 
filly things, for example, finding always wa>- 
ter in the Seine, they cannot conceive why 
that river docs not extend to the defarts of 
Africa, but confines its courfc to a very finall 
portion of the earth ; and how one can die 
of thirft or hunger, when the markets in the 
capital are every where fupplied and abound 
with provifions of all kinds— I fay bow much 
did I congratulate myfelf on poflefiing in taj 
domeftic animals, in appearance the moft 
ufelefs, fo excellent guards, and friends £» 
neccffary to my prefervation ! 

In thefe critical moments my faithful Kees 
never quitted my ftcps ; and when wc left 
our carriages, even for a moment, the force 
of his inftinft foon conduced him to fome 
of thefe plants : but as the tuft which no 
longer exifled rendered all his tumbling ufe- 
lefs, he dug up the earth with his fore paws. 
This rciburce however would have been far 
from fatisfying his impatient avidity, had I 
not gone to his afliftance with my poniard { 
and on thefe occafions we honeftly fhared the 
valuable fruit which he dtfcovered. 

I found 
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I found in equal relief in two other roots 
of the iize of one's finger, but exceedingly 
hug. Thefe roots were fweet and tender ; 
and, as they had fomething of the fmell of 
fennel and anifc, I gave them the preference 
whenever I was fo fortunate as to find them; 
they are to be met with in the colonies, 
where they are known, one under the name 
of a^s-wortelt and the other under that oi 
wnkel-wortel. 

in the rocky cantons there grows a 4(ind 
t>f potato, which the favages call kao'tutp : 
it is of an irregular figure, and contains a 
milky juice exceedingly fweet. To extra£fc 
the milk nothing more is neceflary but to 
fuck this kind of pulp. I often tried to boil 
it, but I always found it of lefs ralue, aff 
well as all the reft, becaiifc too quick a de- 
compofition of ,the delicate fubftance which 
evaporates, changes its nature, and leaves 
what remains very infipid. Some other 
roots, when roafted under the afhes like 
cheAnuts, approached very near to them in 
tafte. The wild fruits of this country are 
very few in number. I never found any 
thing of the kind but a few ihrubs, the ber- 
ries of which were fo bad that they could 
G 3 have 
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have tempted none but childreD : tbas ours, 
in the heart of the country, regale themiclves 
nobly on the produce of the hedges that fur? 
round our highways. Some of thefe wil4 
fruits have a purgative quality, anci are good 
for nothing elie. 

Though unacquainted with, more than 
one intereiling pari: of natural h\&xtTj, 1 
Ibould have thought myfelf highly culpable 
it] climates fo remote, and countries never 
before traverfed, p3 neglect any occafion of 
iludying thole newpbje^ with which I faw 
myfelf continually fifcrouiided. I CQhfef^ 
that I was entirely tgnorajit of botany ; but 
I did hot however fail to make fome rcr 
fearcfaes relating to that fcience, which| 
though it neither ipeiks. to the heart, nor 
conveys any fentimentJto the mind, has for 
its ol>je<f]t laenciicence, and a deBre of being 
ufeful to ntan. When I found any bulbous 
plants or Oirubs, the flowers and fruits of 
which attradlod my attention, I was very 
careful to get poflcflion of them, and I pre- 
ferved alfo the feeds. In my various en^ 
campments I had even, improved fo much, 
that I was capable of comparing different 
Vjpgetable produdions, ahd of pbfsrving the 
reiatioa 
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relation which they bore one to another. 
This ftudy, which I found very agreeable, 
gAve mc an opportunity of changing my 
amufements i and on retnrning from one of 
my excurfions to the Cape Town I had 
formed a colle<^ion fo valuable, that Mr. 
Percheron, the French agent at the Cape, 
fent it, in my name, for the king's garden, 
addrefled to that refpedable family whofe 
n^me I darenot mention ; but whom Nature, 
by revealing to them her fweeteft fecrets, and 
eofrulling them with the particular care of 
her hidden treafurcs, hath ranked among her 
deareft favourites. Thefe plants however 
<]id not reach the place of their deftination : 
1 was informed by the French agent that 
the veilel on board which they were, perilled 
at fea. I was more fortunate with regard to 
the drawings Ihad made, and which I brought 
along with me. An eminent botanifl alTured 
me that he was unacquainted with the greater 
part of the plants which they repreCented. 
J Ihall lay them before the public hereafter. 

I now return to details which are eafier 
and within my reach, I mean thofe refpeft- 
ing my. dear Gonaquas. 

By only looking at thefe favages, it would 
G 4 ^ 
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be difficult to guefs their age. Old people 
indeed appear wrinkled^ and the extremities 
of their hair are a little greyifh, but it never 
turns white entirely ; and I prcfumc thai 
they are very old at fcventy. 
■ Thcfe favagcs mcafure the year hy the 
epochs of drought and rainy weather. This 
divifion is common to all the inhabitants of 
the tropical rcgionsxand it is fubdividcd into 
moons i but they never count the days if 
they exceed ten, that is to fay the number of 
their fingers. Beyond that, they mark the 
day or the time by fome remarkable epoch ; 
for example, an extraordinary ftorm, ati ele-. 
phant killed, an infedious diflcmper among 
the cattle, an emigration, &c. The diiferent 
parts of the day they diftingui(h by the couric 
ofthefunjand they will tell you, pointing with 
their finger, be was ti>ere when I departed, 
and &ere when I arrived. This method is far 
from being exaft; but, notwithflanding its. 
xyznt of precifiqn, it is almoft fufEcient for 
thcfe people, who having no appointments 
qf gallantry, no law-fuits to attend, no perfi- 
dies to comqiit, np fcandal to propagate, no 
occafion meanly to cringe befoce ignorant 
patrpns, and np iifvv play to damn, calmly 
WM4 
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behold the fuR fini{h his courfe, and are un- 
der very little uneaHnefs whether twenty 
tfaoufand clocks bring mifery to one and bap- 
pinefs to ano^Kr. * 

When the Hottentots arc fick, befides 
the ligatures already mentioned* they have' 
recourfe to fome medicinal plants with which 
their ufnal practice makes them acquainted. 
There are fome men among them of more 
knowledge than others in this refped* and 
whom they confult; but as there is no fci- 
ence more occult than medicine, and as 
internal diforders do not fpeak to the eyes 
in a ftriking manner* they are very much 
embarrailcd how to treat them; they how-' 
ever impofe as much as wc upon fome vii^imt 
by their grimace, and clearly dcmonftrate, 
after the patjentis dead, thatjiis dlfeafe was 
incurable. They are more fuccefsful in 
drefiing and treating wounds, and even in 
reducing luxations or fradurcs : it is extreme- 
ly rare to fee a lame Hottentot. 

A fenfe of delicacy in thcfe favagcs makes 
them keep themfelves fcparatc from others 
when thpy are fick. They are then fcldom 
feen, and it would appear that they are 
afliamed of having loft their health. It in- 
deed never enters the thoughts of a Hotten- 
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tot to expofc himrdf in public for die pur- 
pofe of exciting pity and procuring relief i 
tbls is a forced method, but ufelcfs in a 
country where every body is coropaffionate. 

Tfaej have no idea of bleeding, nor of the 
advantage which we derive from it. I do- 
not even believe that there is one perfoQ: 
amongfl them who would voluntarily fub* 
mit to this operation; but, with i^ard to 
the Hottentots of the colonies, as they are 
apcuftomed to the European manners, they 
have alfo received their difeafes and adopted 
their remedies. 

The operation performed by their phyli- 
cians, of which the famous Kolben fpeaks, 
and the cuilom which be s^cribes to the 
Hottentots of the deiart, of confulttng the 
entrails of fheep, fufpcnding the caul of the . 
aninial from the patient's neck, leaving it 
there to rot, and other tal^s of the like kind, 
were undoubtedly written for the vulgar, and 
are at beA calculated only to amufe the igno- 
rant. Where there is neither religion nor 
worihip, there can be no fuperftition. It is 
Aill lefs agreeable to truth, that in the! horde 
tbefe pretended phyHcians hold a rank fupe- 
rior to that of their priefts. To be more 
cxaft. 
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exdidt/ th^- Hottentots are acquainted neither 
with f^yfi<!ia.us, dtftinftion of rank, nor 
priefts ; and their language has no word ta 
pjfprefs any of thefe things. 

To be fenfibie how fit this vifimary fuf- 
fered himfelf to be lecj away by his imagi- 
natioQ, we n^d only read in his work, that 
a Hottentot phyficlan employed Roihan vi- 
triol to cure a perfan attacked by the le- 
profy. How is it poi^ible that theli: favages* 
/hould be acquaint^ >vith this fak, which 
is not found in their country, iince it is. 
produc.ed'by a chemical opf!:ration ? To give 
tMi air of probability to iuch abfurdities, it 
Yypuld be oeceffary at Jeail: to fuppofe fome 
Jcnowledge amongfl thele people, and to 
lend them our ^ts, our alembics, our fur- 
naces, and all our apparatus of pharmacy. 

When a Hottentot diesi he is baried in his 
worll krofs, and the limbs are difpofed iiL 
fuch a manner that the body is entire- 
ly covered.. The relations then tranljwrt 
it to a. certaii) diftance from the horde, and 
depofitii^g it in ^ pit dug for this purpofe, 
3r.d which is never rfeep, cover it with earth, 
and then with Hones, jf any are to be found 
^n the neighbourhood. Such a maufoleum 
proves 
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proves but a very weak defence againA the 
attacks of the jackal and the hy»na : ths 
body indeed is ibon dug up, and devoured. 

However badly this laA duty may be dii^ 
charged, the Hottentots are not much to be 
blamed, when we call to mind the funeral 
ceremonies of the ancient and celebrated 
Partis, fiill attached to the cuflom of expol^ 
ing their dead on the tops of high towers, 
or in open cemeteries, in order that the crows 
and the vultures may feed upon them, and 
carry them away in moriels. 

A Hottentot, when he refpeflfully dc- 
pofits in the earth the lifelefs remains of hts 
Either or bis friend, leaves to the falts, and 
diffblving juices which they contain, the 
care of decompofing the body quietly and 
at leifure : if he does not always fucceed 
according to his expe&ation, and if he does 
not find the aihes of what was moft dear to 
him, he is plunged in grief, and by his la- 
mentations fufficiently Ihcws his afie<^ionate 
difpotition, and the great humanity of his 
charafter. 

When it is the chief of a horde that they 
have loft, their religious ceremonies are ini 
creafed ; that is to fay, the heap of ftones 

and 
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and earth, under which he is buried, is of 
greater dzCf and more apparent. 

If the deceafed was a perfon highly ef^ 
teemed, the family are in great grief and 
coaftemation ; the uight is fpent in cries, 
and howliogs, mixed with imprecations 
againft death ; while the friends who arrive 
augment thisnoife, which, at a diftance, one 
would take for the intoxication of joy, or 
the fhrieks of defpair. The figns of their grief 
are not however equivocal to thofe who live 
in the midft of them : I have feeu fome of 
them Ihed bitter tears, and in great abuo- 
dance. 

Pr'. Sparmann fays he was witnefs to a 
fcene in the colonies, which he relates in the 
following manner: " Two old women (hook 
•• and beat with their iifts one of their coun- 
•* trymen, who was cither dying or already 
•• dead, while they loudly poured forth re- 
** proaches, or confoling expreffions, clofe to 
" his ear." We muft not allow ourfelves to 
be deceived by a tale of this kind. . Had 
thefe women been convinced that the young 
man was dead, they would have certainly 
expreHcd their affedion without that (hak* 
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ing and thofe bloWs : but tKefe movements^ 
which the D.0&0C coafiders as the coavulfive 
agitations of defpair, were only a method of 
fupplyiag the want of fpirituous liquors, 
which people have recourse, to io Europe, to 
clear up a very difficult 'doubt, and which 
the Hottentots are deprived of. The violent 
agitation, employed by the two old women, 
is an efficacious remedy chat produces good 
e^e^pfinceDr.Sparniann adds,thtf it revived 
the patient. 

The fmall pox, which has €a often ra- 
^vaged the kraals of ttje Hotteutpfs in the co- 
lonies, never made its appearance but onc^ 
anwng the Gonaquas. As this diieafe then 
fwept away more than the half of their people, 
they dread it fo much, -and it infpires them 
with fo great horror, that, on the firft news 
of its. breaking out in the colonies, they 
abai>don every thing, and fly to the bofom 
of the defarts. Wretched then is the con- . 
diciou of thofe whom they fufpe<3: to be in* 
feded. Convinced that there is no remedy 
for this dreadful plague, whether it be a pa- 
rent, a wife, or a child, that is Tick, the, voice 
of liaturc, appears . to become filent. They 
abandon 
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abandon them to thdr unhappy fate, fb that 
they die of hunger, if not by the virulence 
of the diftempcr. 

This tcfror, fb natural among a favage 
people, is in no manner repugnant to that 
jinccre aflediion and purity of manners by 
which they are diftingutAied. The pt^ure 
of the derallation of their hordes, always 
prefent to their imaginations, is a fufficient 
ntotive to induce them for a moment to 
^rget the moft facred duties ; but one is 
fttocked to read in old authors, and to hear a 
jnodem traveller repeat after them, that the 
Hottentots, when they take it into their 
heads to change th^r refidence, abandon, 
■without frity and without regret, their old 
men, and every thing that is ulelefs to them^ 
orthat might tend to retard their march. Thii 
a0erticn ought not to be adduced as a rule^ 
or a general cuftom : unleis they find them- 
felves in fuch fatal and urging circumflancet 
as that of which I have juA now fpoken, or 
in war, what motives could make theAi 
haften rather than retard their journey ? Be- 
Jides, I can never allow myfelf to think that 
a Hottentot can aft in this manner without 
long experiencing the deepeft regret. 

4 When 
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When they are attacked by an enemy fd^ 
perior in number, and when they are inca-^ 
pable of repelling force by force, they dif-* 
perfe and conceal themfelves in the Befl: 
xtaanncr poffible ; and this is the only ra« 
tional method that they can purfue. When 
furprifed by the efaemy, they are compelled, 
much againfl: their inclination, to leave be- 
hind them their old people, their fick, and 
fuch Aragglers and others as cannot follow 
them. What man then is there fo little ac-* 
quainted with the dlfaftrous confequences of 
iwar, as to make it criminal in a Hottentot 
to yield to a necefiity, under which an Eu- 
ropean even would be forced to bend ? 

I will go flill farther, and I am not afraid 
of faying all that I know. The favages do 
not hefitate to have recourfe to the fame ex- 
pedient in the time of a famine — a misfor- 
tune no lefs formidable than the fmall pox 
and war, when they are attacked by it. la 
fuch a cafe, deferting a few individuals, 
whom indeed they could not favc, becomes 
a facrilice neccffary for the prcfervation of 
the whole : even tfaofe who fly are not cer- . 
tain of efcaping the general fcoOrge. More 
than three fourths perifli by the way, in the 
midft 
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HnAiit of the fatlds and the rocks, formetited 
hy thirft, and exhaufted by Htingerj while 
the few that furvive are obliged to tnake 
Joug mftrchea before chey can find the fmall- 
eft aiGftancf. 

Such are the three motires that make the 
Hottentpts CMnmit a barbarity to which they 
find thentfelves impelled by a force fupe- 
rior to ^eO^on or a fenfe of duty. In timid 
and fimple hearts datura can do nothing : 
but though it3 influence be fufpended for a 
m(HBent, U is no lefs powerful or great ; and 
public calamities, among {itople unacquaint^ 
ed wit^ the combinatlpns of our arts, and 
who hive no means of aUeriatlfig them but 
by a fuddm flight* ought not to be the 
touchftone by which w« try thtidi, nor th« 
rule t^ which they are to be judged. 

ThoTe inijlfpenfable emigrations, to which 
they are compelled by the di^ronce of the 
fealbns, wttt not, I hope, be brought as A 
fonnh example of their barbarity. When 
an extraordinary drought has dried up all 
the iprings as well as the furrounding lakes, 
when fi fcor^hing fun has withered the paf- 
tures, or when an inffcftious diftemper has 
broken out among the cattle in the neigh- 
■ Vol. U. H bourhood. 
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bourhood, either of thefe caufes obliges them 
to change their habitation ; but this ne- 
cefTary removal is always made with the 
greatefl: tranquillity, and without conftifion, 
though with expedition. They firft fend 
off their flocks, and then place the old and 
' infirm on the backs of oxen; no perfon is 
left behind ; the valuable efie^s are before ; 
and all peaceably purfuing their journey, 
ere^ huts, and eftabliih themielves in the 
firft place that is fuitable to their manner of 
living, and to their watits. I have often 
met hordes who had been under the necef^ 
fity of quitting their relidence for fame of 
the above reafons, and I always found that 
they were attended by the old and the fick. 
How often, by means of a few rolls of to- 
bacco, and more fb by a few glalTes of brandy, 
which revived thefe poet farages, and bright- 
ened up their countenances with a fmile, 
have I enjoyed the fatisfadion -of feeing 
them fhcd tears of gratitude ! and when fe- 
parating from, them, and purfuing my way, 
I arrived the fame or next day at the fpot 
they had left, though I examined the whole 
neighbourhood with the greatefl care, I 
found no traces of that infcnfibility with 
which 
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which they hdre been kcctJled. AH the 
huts had been carried away, and their cffedi 
and domeftic animals had followed them^ 

The children»and,^ling them, the neareft 
relations of the deceafed, take polleffion of 
whatever is left j but the quality of a chief 
is not hereditary. He is always appointed 
by the hord?, and his power is limited* 
Though pofibfled of power fufficient to en- 
able him to do good to whomfbever he 
pleales, he has no power to do hurt; he 
bears no external mark of diftio^oo* and 
enjoys no privil^e above Others, except that 
of being exempted from going in his turn« 
according to cuflomj to keep the flocks in 
the fields. In their councils, hit advice pre^ 
vuls, if it be judged good j if not, no regard 
is paid to it. . When they are about to go to 
war, they know neither rank nor divificms* 
neither generals nor captains ; all are either 
foldiers or colouelsi Each attacks or de* 
fends after his own manner } the moA in-' 
trepid march in the van } and, when vi^ory 
declares itfelf, they do not beflow upon one 
man the honour of an a£lion which has 
proved fuccefsful by the courage of all i it 
is the whole nation that triumph. 

H a Of 
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' OT all the people whom I eVer faw, the 
Gonaquas are the odly nation that cafi b« 
confidered as free ; but they will pefhaps be 
foon obliged to remove to a greater diftatice, 
or receive laws from the Dutch governihent. 
All the land to the eaft being in general good, 
the planters endeavour to extend their poi^ 
fellioDsin thut quarter as much as they can; 
and their avaric^e doubtlefs will fdiUe day 
fucceed. Mifery muft then be the portioti 
of thele happy and peaceable people ; and 
•very trace of their liberty will be- deftroyed 
by maii^cres and in^^ali{HlS. Thus haVe alt 
thofe hordes mentioned by old authors been 
treated ; and> by being often difihembered 
and weakened, they are now reduced to a 
ftate of abfolute dependence on the Dutch. 
The exiftence of the Hottentots, their names, 
and their hiftory, will therefore in time be 
accounted fabulous; unlefs Ibme traveller, 
who may poOefs curiolity enough to induce 
him to difcover their remains, fhould have 
tht courage to penetrate into the remote 
defarts inhabited by the great Nimiquas, 
where rocks more and more hardened by 
Haa, aiid-eld.aad barren mountains, do not 
produce 
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produce 4 fiogle plant worthy to engage the 
attention of the fpeculative GotanlA. 

The -tcibes mentioned by Kolben^ under 

the names of the Gunjemam and the Koo^ 

. tn^, pever cxifted but in the imagination. . 

Tlie name of Gut^emans, which fignifies 
nothing in the language of the Hottentot^ 
muft have been corrupted by fome ignorant 
tniv^ler who wrote it improperly, The 
panoe ought to be GoeJ-ma»s, compofed of 
twp Dutch words that fignlfy good men, or 
goo4 p<^ple i a qualification given by the 
fij-fi planters to all the Hottentots in gene- 
ral, b^caule they found thec^ peaceable and 
obliging 

The name pf Kcf^fieians was alio given tp 
thofe ^bo flrft carried on trade by barter, 
Thicie two words figmfy,in very goodDutch, 
a: merchant pr dealer ; but they are no more 
applicable to one nation than to another. 
Thus the tipveller, not comprehending the 
languages of thofe countries which he tra« 
yerlcs, retains their expreffions imperfeiSly, 
writes them dill worfe, and forms the name 
pf a favage horde from a barbarifpif Thp 
manners of foreign nations, and every thing 
' Jhat coii(;ertis them, can never be accurately 
H g defcribfd, 
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defcribed, unlefs one be capable of fpeaking 
different languages. 

Had the authors, for example, who have 
advanced that the Hottentots worship the 
moon, comprehended the meaning of the 
words which they chant whllft ihe dilplays 
her light, they would have obferved that 
they addrcfs neither prayers, invocations, nof 
homage to that peaceful luminary. They 
would have known that the fubjcfl: of thefe 
fongs is always &me adventure that has 
happened between them and the neighbour- 
ing horde ; and that, equally ready as the 
negroes, they can fing a whole night on one 
fubjed, by repeating the words a thoufand 
times over. They prefer the night to the 
day for this purpofe, becaufe it ts cooler, 
and invites them to dancing and to pleafure. 
When they are defirous of indulging in 
this amufement, they join hands, and form a 
circle of greater or lefs extent, in proportioji 
to the number of male and female dancers, 
who arc always mixed with a kind of fym-* 
metry. When this chain is made, they turn 
round from one tide to another, ieparatingat 
certain intervals to. mark the meafure ; and 
from time to time clap their hands without 
interrupting 
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interiiiplihg the cadence, while with their 
voices they accompany the found of the in- 
firuments, and continually chant Am, hoo I 
This is the general burden of their foag. 
Sometimes one of the dancers quitting the 
circle, goes to the centre, and there forms 
alone a few fleps after the EngUfli manner; 
all the merit and beauty of which confift in 
performing them with equal qulcknefs and 
precifion, without ftirring from the fpot 
where he ftands. After this they all quit 
each othet*s hands ; follow one another care- 
lefsly, with an air of terror and melancholy, 
their heads leaning to one flioulder, and their 
eyes caft down tciwards the groundj which 
they look at wifli attention ; and a moment 
after they iarcak fiirth in the livelieft de- 
monftrations of joy, and the moft extravagant 
merriment. They are highly delighted with 
this contraft, when it is well porfbrmed. 
All this is at bottom but an alternate af-> 
/emblage of very drQli ^d amufing panto- 
- mimes. It tnufl be ob&rved that the dancers . 
make a holloi;<r and monotonous kind of huin- 
ming, which never ceales but when they 
join the fpeaators, to fing the wonderful 
chorus booj boo I which Appears to. be the 
H 4 life 
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life and foul of this magnificent muflct 
They ufually conclude with a general ball ; 
that is to fay^ the ring is brok^, and they 
all dance in confuiion, as each choofe$ ; an4 
upon this occ9&on they, difplay all their 
ilrength and agility. The moft expert 
dancers repeat, by w^y of defiance to one 
another, thofe dangerous leaps and jnufical 
quivers of our grand academies, whfph exv 
cite laughter ^ defery^dly ^^ thfi ^ heo of 
Africa. 

The inAruments which are mofl; cfteemed 
on account of their excellence are thegtura, 
thejotim'jottmt the raioufutftj zad'the rfime^. 

The .goura is ihaped like . the bow of a 
' {avage Hottentot ; it is of. the fame iize ; an4 
a firing made of inteftihes* fixed to one of 
its extremities^ is retained at the other by « 
knot in the barrel of a quill, which is flat^ 
tened and cleft. This quill being difplayed* 
forms a very long ifa&eles triangle, about 
two inches in lengtli j and at the bafe o£ 
this triangle the hole is made thit keeps tlw 
ib'ing h^, the end of which, drawn back. Is 
tied 'at the other emi of the bow with a very 
thin thong of feather:, this cord may. be 
Aretched fQastphave a greater .or lefs de^ 
I .■■" gree 
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UlTee of- tendoo, accordiDg to the pleafure of 
the ojutidan j hut whea ieveral gouras pUy 
toferhisr, they are never in uniron. Sach is the 
&s{i io&ninaeat «f the i(l9ttentots, which one 
would not fu{>{K>io to be a wind inftrumeQl;» 
though it is >uadoubtedl)r of that kiud. "Hm 
^ure of it may be (c^ 'm the eighth plate* 
by the fide of a Hottentot. It is held alnKxft 
in the fame mauuier u a htiot&Mta's hc^n, 
fepith that end tvhere tb« quill is fixed tor 
Wards the pe^brmer's oibuth* which 1m 
ftppUes to it, aod eithet by aipitatiaii or 
expiratien -drawft frctai it.vtxj mcladioai 
tones. The ^vages, faoWevsr, w1k> Giocoed 
foeft tm this itrilrument* c&ntiot play anyre- 
guhtr tune ; they enl]^ emit Certain twangs, 
like thoie drawn in a particular manner from 
a violin or a violincello. t tec^ greet pleafure 
in feeing one oif my attendants, calleld Jahtp 
Who was accounted an 'adept, regale for 
Whole hours liis companionsi who, tranl^ 
ported and ravJflicd, mtcrrupted him every 
now and thisn by exclaiming, *' Ah '! how 
■** charming that is I begin that again." John 
began ag^nj but his fecond performance 
bad no refemblancc to the firft : for, as I 
feaye faicl, thefe people cannot play any re- 
fivlar 
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galartuncupon thid'inftrument, the tones of 
which are only the effe£t of chance^ end of 
the quality of the quill. The beft quills are 
thofe taken from the wings of -a certun fpe- 
cies of buAard; and whenever I happened to 
kill one of theie birds, I was always folicited 
to make a fmall facrifke for the fupport of 
our orcheftra. 

. When a woman plays the goura, it changes 
ki' name merely becaufe ihe changes the 
manner of uiing k,at»l it is then transfbrmed 
jato' A Joum-Jotim^ Seated on. the ground, ihe 
places it rperpendiculafly before .her* in the 
iame manner as a harp is held in Europe: by 
putting her foot between the bow. and the 
ilrlng, taking care 90C to touch the latter, 
ihe keeps it firm in that pofitign. With the 
right hand (he grafps the bow in the, middle; 
and, while flie blows with her mouth on the 
quill, flie ftrikcs the firing in different places 
with a fmall iUck five or fix inches in length* 
ivhich fhe holds in the other. This produces 
fome variety in the modulation j but the in- 
ilrument mufl; be brought clofe to the ear) 
before one can catch diftinftly air the degra- 
dations of the found. This manner of hold- 
ing the ^oura ftruck me rauch^ especially as 
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U greatly added to the graces of the female 
who performed on it. 

' The rabouquin is a triangular piece of board, 
vAxh three ftiings made of inteftines* fup- 
ported by a bridge, which may be ilretched 
at pleafureby means of pegs, like thofc of 
our inftruments in Europe ; it is indeed no^ 
thing elfe than a guitar with three ftrings. 
Any other perfon but a Hottentot would per- 
haps produce Tome mufic from it, and render 
it agreeable : but the latter is contented with 
ftamping it with his fingers ; and this he does 
without method and without art, and even 
unintentionally. 

The ro«w^/ is. the moft nolfyof all the 
inAruments of thefe favages. It is formed 
of a piece of the trunk of a tree made hol- 
low, over one of the ends of which is ftretched 
a flieep's fkin well tanned ; on this the per- 
former beats with his hands, or, to fpeak more 
accurately, with his fifts, and fometimes even 
with a ftick This inftrument, the found of 
which may be heard at a great diftance, is 
undoubtedly not a oufterpiece of invention ; 
but in every country it is ufual to fupply by 
noife what cannot be obtained from tafte. 

I ihave perhaps enlarged too much on the 
dances 
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dances and different inftrumont^ of the Hott 
tentots. The latter, as may readily be pert 
ceived, arc not very curious ; but this detail, 
which in fome meafure tendl to throw li^C 
ed the manners of thefe favages, ^^ferves not 
to be neglefted. 

Approaching near to Nature, and unde^ 
her immediate protefUoo, the iavages hav^ 
no need of our noify and moft harmonious 
prcheftras to excite them in their fcftivals 
to the livelieft demonftratioas of pleafure an4 
joy. The confined and mouotoiiou* modula- 
tion of their mufic is fuJHcient; and I believi; 
that even without it they would caper equal- 
ly well. 

In his Covr/e ^Geographical LeSiures one of 
pur modern authors, who has made it a rule 
to ftiidy men at the fame time that he de- 
fcribcs places, obfervcs, with great fagacity, 
*• That in a polifhed ftate dancing and fing- 
" ing are two arts ; but that in the bofom of 
*' the foreft^ they arc almoft natural figns of 
'*^ concord, friendfhip, tenderoefs, aud pleat 
V fure. We learn under mafters," adds this 
writer, " to command our voice, aiul to 
■ *' move our limbs in cadence; the favage 
'.^ has np other infiru£lor but his own paf- 
* ** fions, 
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^* fioDS, bis own heart, and nature. What he 
*' feels we pretend to feel ; the favage there- 
" fore who dances or fings is always happy.'* 
I have already obferved that the Hotten- 
tots never aflemble to amuie themfetves but 
in thb nighty as their daily occupations leave 
tfaem no other time. A particular duty be- 
longs to each, which muft be difchai^di 
fotine muft continually watch over the flocks 
fcattired throughout the fields, not only to 
prevent them from ftraying, but to protefit 
them from the attack of ravenous animals, 
which arc continually lying in wait for themi 
others muft keep them clean, and milk them 
twice a day ; fome muft weave mats, and col- 
left dry wood for their evening fires ; and 
others muft provide fubfiftence, and fearch 
for roots. Thefe laft occupations belong 
prmcipally to the women; whilft the men, on 
thwr part, go a hunting, infpeft the fnare? 
Which have beea laid in different places, and 
form arrows, and all the other inftruments 
which they haye occafion for. Though thefe 
inftriiments, atid all thofe works that come 
from their hands, are in general coarfe and 
clumiy, they require a good deal of time and 
pains, becaule they are deftitute of a number 
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of tools neceilary for abridging their kbour : 
their ingemiity is much lefs admirablef than 
their patience. 

It would have appeared aflonifiiing had 
thefe people whom I fo often frequented, and 
amongft whom I lived fo long, been cunning 
or deceitful enough to conceal their charaaer 
from me fo much, that I fliould never ^ve 
obferved, either in their conduit or manner 
of living, any iign or ad of fupeiiliticm. It 
would be highly improper to conlider as reli- 
gious pradices certain privations which they 
impole on therofelvcs, and which appear alto- 
gether natural and limple, when one takes 
the trouble of examining them thoroughly. 
For example, they fcarcely ever eat the flefli 
of the hare, or of the antelope called duykers. 
Ill their opinion, the former is an ugly and 
difgufting animal, and the fleOi of the latter 
they coufider as too black ; befides, thefe two 
animals are always exceedingly lean, which 
tp them is a fufiicient reafbn for rejeding it; 
, But a ftriking proof that they deprive them- 
felvcsof this refource from no chimerical idea; 
is that, in times of fcarcity and want, I have 
feen them think ihcrafelves very happy in 
being able to recur to it. Becaufe a Dutch-* 

man 



hyGoo^le 



: A F R I C A. MI 

man vrould be diigufted with the iigbt "of a 
plateful of thofe Ihalls found on vines, ctr of 
frogs, however well cooked — whilft a French- 
man can make a hearty meal on thefe vian'ds, 
which are for from being delicate— does it 
follow that the difguft of a. Batavian ought 
to be confidered as a religious abllinence en- 
joined by the conliftory ? 

Before I announce as an eflential rite of 
the- Hottentots the ceremony of cutting off a 
joint either of a finger or a toe, and before 
X afcribe to the fame motive their femi-caf- 
tration, it is reafbnable to eftabllfh the truth 
of thefe two cuftoms. Kolbcn heard them 
mentioned in the fame manner as many other 
things, but he never procured certain infor- 
mation refpefting them. This he fufficiently 
proves, when he afcribes them to all the 
Hottentots indifcriminately ; which is equally 
falfe as the other aflertions of that author. 
Dr. Sparmann falls alio ipto a very ftratige 
error, when he maintains, in oppofition to 
Kolben, that femi-caftration is no where 
praflifcd, Thefe two ceremonies are adu- 
ally praflifed among two hordes Ctuated to 
the north of the Cape, under the twenty- 
eighth degree of fouth latitude, viz. the 
Ceijiques 
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Gtj^uass.ad the Korti^s; in Whbfe country 
I found the girafFes, of which 1 AaU fpsak ia 
my iecond voyage. Tb« philofophfir KoJbeA 
ofiureclly never travelled ib far, except ia ima* 
gioation. 

Dr. Sparmann has doubtlefe fuffered him- 
felf to be deceived reifpeaing the Goaaquas, 
when be is inclined to believe that thefc 
hordes life circumcilion. Th« planters af* 
iirmed this to me as well as to him t and on 
this account I found a powerful temptation 
to doubt the truth of it t but having fine* 
had better opportunities than any one of fatiC* 
iying myfclf concerning fo important a h&, 
1 declare, on the contrary, that thbi nation, 
and all the Hottentot^ without exception, 
have the prepuce of a prodigious fize ; a 
mark that fufBcigntly diftingutftieS thc^- 
from all other favages, and which certainly 
has not been obfervcd before. 

The cafe is the fame refpefltng that dif- 
gufting apron of the Hottentot wGm^., 
which has long made a confpicuous though 
ridiculous figure in hlftory, or rather in the 
fables of the vulgar. Another whim, always 
proceeding from the fame fource, has as 
raflily lupprelTcd it; though it is ftill fkffilon- 
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able among a certain horde, of whom I fhall 
fopa have Qccafiou to fpeak. 1 fay it is fa- 
AionaUe; fb)*, inftead of being the gift of 
nature, it ought to be confidered as one of 
the moft monftrous refinements ever invented 
by I know not what coquetry,- altogether 
peculiar to a cert^ fmall corner of the 
world. 

Some old authors have fald that the fami- 
lies of the favages fleep all promifcuoufly to- 
gether, in the fame hut ; and are neither ac- 
quainted with difference of age, nor that in^ 
vincible horror which feparates beings con- 
nected by blood. The favages indeed, con- 
fined to what is ftrii^ly neceflary, have never 
thought of preferving, under an apparent de^ 
cency, all the turpitude of unnatural incluia- 
tions ; and feparate apartments for brother 
and fifter, mother and fon, are not to be 
found among them. But to conclude, be- 
caufe they have only one habitation, one bed, 
and one mat to repofe on, after the labours 
of the day, that they live like the brutes, 
would be to calumniate innocence, and offer 
an infult to nature. There is only one ill- . 
informed or malevolent author who has 
fuffered himfelf to give credit to thefe infa- 
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mous fulpicions — Yes, the whole family in- 
habit the fame hutj the father lies by the (ide 
of his daughter, and the mother by the fon ; 
but on the return of Aurora each rifes with 
a pure heart, and without having occafion to 
blufh before the Author of all Beings, or any 
of the creatures whom he has marked yi^ith 
the feal of his bwn refcmblance- A favage 
is neither a brute nor a barbarian ; the real 
ilionfter is he who lees crimes every where, 
becaufe he fuppofes them ; and who aflerts 
their exigence on the odious tefllmony of 
his own confcience. 

I have vifitcd more than one horde of fa- 
vagcs ; and I never found any where but mo- 
defty and referve ambngft the women, I can 
add among the men alfo. The author whom 
I have fo often contradicted pays refpedl to 
truth, when he confefles that people would 
judge very erroneoufly, were they to Believe 
that, becaufe the favages go naked, they have 
as little modefty as veil ; and that it was with 
great difficulty he could find men who, even 
by the temptation of prefents, would confent 
to put afide their jakals, that he might be 
couvinced by hts own eyes whether they 
were circiimcifed or not. 

, * I have 
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I h^ve already fa'id that tod much tnter- 
bourfe with the whites has ruined and cor- 
rupted their manners ; and of the truth of 
this aflertion the Hottentots of the colonies 
are a ftriking example ; thofe of the defart^ 
being nothing different in nature^ will per<^ 
haps yield one day to fedu£tioti, fhoold it hap^ 
pen to reach them, and will fuifer themfelres 
to be led away by the force of example^ 
When Dr. Forfter, in his ^iyage round the 
World with Captain Cook, informs us that 
the women of Eaftef IQes were- lafchious 
eeurtezanSf he does not conceal from us that 
the Tailors gave themfelves up openly and 
without fiiame to the moft infamous debau- 
chery with them ; but we ought to add, with- 
out any hefitation, that the women of fav^ 
nationB» once vHited by corrupted Europeans* 
and too well acquainted with their perverft 
inclinations, proflitute thsmfelves to all thofe 
who choofe to enjoy them, and gratify their 
tafte, doubtlefs from a dread of the barbarous 
Cruelties which the whites are capable of 
committing* 

In all places wherevet a defire of informa- 
tion induced me to enter upon this fubjeft 
with fuch women as I met in the courfe of 
la my 
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my travels^ I always received one fimple and 
uniform anfwer, which they give to thofe 
whoj fufpe£ting them of iticeftuous cohabita- 
tion, wifli to be convinced by their own ac- 
knowledgment : ** You compare us then to 
" brutes," faid they to me; •* for brutes alone 
•' are capable of doing what ybti fay." 

I wifli I may not be deceived— I believe in 
virtue, for the fake of thofe even who are un- 
acquainted with that word, and who have 
never written voluminous commentaries on 
the idea it contains. This fentimeQt, innate. 
in the heart of man when it has not been 
corrupted by education and example, was 
given him as a fign of his dignity and diflino 
tion. Horror at the Idea of uniting with his 
own blood, is one of the grandeft charafter- 
iftics by which the Creator wiftcd to feparate 
the human fpecies fi^m the clafs of animals; 
and this infurmountable barrier can be broken 
only by the moft infamous dqiravation* 

I dare affirm, then, that if there be a comer 
of the earth where a decency of condufl: and 
manners is ftill honoured, we muft feek for 
its temple, in the bofoms of the defarts, 
Thefe principles the favage has received nei- 
ther from prejudice nor education i he is in- 
debted 
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■debted for them to nature : in him l(S7e is a 
■very confined want, and he does not convert 
it, as in civilized Countries, into a tumultu- 
ous paffion, which carries diforder and de- 
flru£tion along with it. In vain (hould I 
attempt, after the example of Buffon, to era- 
dicate this fever of the mind, this dife'afe of 
exalted imaginations. I (hall not break to 
pieces an altar loaded with the rich gifts of 
poets and 'romance writers; I ftiould have too 
powerful antagonifts to combat : and the di- 
vinity who owes his birth to fuch beautiful 
chimeras, would let loofe his votaries againfl 
me, nor ever forgive me for this impious fa- 
crilege. 

A phyfiognomift, or, if the reader choofes, 
a modern ^it, would entertain his company 
by aflGgning to the Hottentot, in the fcale of 
l)eings, a place between man andtheourang- 
outang. I cannot however conlent to this 
fyftematic arrangement j the qualities which 
I efteem in him will never fufFer him to be 
degraded fo far ; and I have fftund his figure 
fufficiently beautiful, becflufe I experienced 
the goodnefs of his heart. It muft indeed 
•be allowed that there is fomething peculiar 
in his features, which in a certain degree 
1 3 feparates 
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feparates him from the generality of man* 
kind. His cheek bones are exceedingly pro* 
minent j fo that his face being very broad in 
that part, and the jaw bones on the contrary 
extremely narrow, his vifage continues dUI 
decrealing even to the point of the chin. 
This configuration gives hini an air of lank?- 
nefs, which makes his head appear v^ry much 
difproportioned, and too fmall for his full and 
plump body. His flat nofe rifes fcarccly 
half an inch at itsgreateft elevation; and his 
poftrils, which are exqiflivejy wjdc, often ex- 
ceed in height th? ridge of his nofe. |iis 
mouth is large, and furnifhed with fmalj teeth, 
well enamelled and perfeAly white: his eyes, 
very beautiful and open» incline a little to- 
wards the nofe, like thofe of the Chinefe ; 
and to the fight and touch his hair has the 
refemblance of wool ; it is very Ihort, curls 
tiaturally, and in colour is as black as ebonyr 
He has very little hair, yet he employs no 
fmall care to pull out by the roots part of 
what he has ; tut the natural thinnefs of his 
eyebrows faves him from this trouble in that 
part. Though he has no beard but uppn the 
upper lip, below the nofe, and at the extfer- 
jnity of the chin, he never fails tp plpck it 
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out as fbon as it appears. This gives him an 
ei^minate look ; which, joined to the natu* 
Til mildnefs of his chara£ter> deflroys that 
commanding fiercenefs common to all men 
in a Aate of nature, and which has acquired 
them the proud title of kings. 

With regard to proportion of body, a Hot- 
tentot is as perfect as if caft in a mould. His 
gait Is graceful and agile j and all his mo 
tioiis, which are eafy, fecm very different 
from thofe of the American fav^es, who 
, appear only to have been iketchcd out by the 
hand of nature. 

The women, with more . delicacy of fca* 
tures, exhibit the fame chara^ri{lic marks 
in their figure : they are equally well made. 
Their breads, admirably placed, have a moft 
beautiful form, while in the bloom of youth; 
and their hands are fmall, and their feet ex- 
ceedingly well fliaped, though they never 
wear fandals. The found of their voice is 
foft i and their idiom, paffing through the 
throat, is not deftitute of harmony. When 
they fpeak, they employ a great many gef- 
tures, which give power and gragefuhiefs to 
their arms. 

The Hottentots, being naturally timid, are 
I 4 confe- 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



no TRAVELS IN 

confequently not at all an entetprifing people. 
Their phlegmatic coolnefs, and their ferious 
looks, give thepi an air of referve, which 
they never lay afide, even at the moft joyful 
moments ; while, on the contrary, all othei* 
black or tawny nations give therafelveS up ' 
fo pleafure with the Uvelieff joy, and without 
apy rcftraint. 

■ A profound indifference to the afFairs of 
life inclines them very much to inaflivity 
and indolence : the keeping of their fldcks, 
and the care of procuring a fubfiftence, are 
the only objefts that occupy their thoughts. 
They never follow hunting as Iportfmen, but 
like people opprefled and tormented by hun- 
ger. In (hort, forgetting the paft, and being 
under no uneafinefs for the future, they art 
ftrucfc only with the prefent ; and it is that , 
which alone engages their attention. 

They are however the beft, the klndeft, 
and the moft hofpitable of people. Whoever 
travels among them may be aiTured of find- 
ing food and lodging ; and though they will 
receive prefents, yet they never aflt for any 
thing. If the traveller has a long journey to 
accomphlh, and -if they learn from the infor- 
mation he requires that there are no hopes of 
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his fcan meetidg with other hordes, that 
which he is going to quit fupply him with 
provifions as far as their circuniftances will 
alloWj and with evetj thing elfe neceffary for 
his continuing his jourhfty^ and reaching tbft 
place of his deflinatioh. 

Before the arrival of the £uh)peans at thft 
Gapej the Hottentots were not acquainted 
with commercej and perhaps they had no 
idea eveti of barter; but, on the appearance of 
tobacco ahd toys, they were foOTi initiated 
into a part of the mercantile myfteries. 
Thefe objefts, which at firft were only 
agreeable novelties, by length of time have 
become wants. When thele articles grow 
. fcarce among them, they are fupplied by the 
Hottentots of the colonies ; for it is proper 
to obferve, that however eager they may be 
to get fuch trifles into their poffeffion, they 
d9 not take the trouble to go one ftep in 
fearch of them themfelves, and they choofe 
rather to do without them : an ufeful Icf- 
fon to thofc who drag out a miferable exrft*- 
ence in continual agitation by purfuing 
ifhadows. 

Such are thefe people, or at leaft fuch did 

they appear to me, in all Ae innocence of 

manners, 
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manners, and of a pafloral life. They ex*. 
cite alfo the idea of mankind in a {late of 
infancy. A noble a£lion, which I (hall re- 
late here, though it belongs to my fecond 
voyage, more to the north of the Cape, and 
towards the weflern coaft, will finilh the 
pi£ture which I have here traced out with 
the utmoil candour and truth— without elo- 
quence, I allow; but without eathufiafm, 
without vain declamation, and with that na- 
tural iincerity which is fo dear to me, and 
which I pmbracp ev?ry opportunity of pro- 
feHing. 

A pretty confiderable horde of the Kami- 
npuqvias came to vifit my camp, with that 
confidence which is always infpired by honeft 
and upright intentions, and which all thofe 
men poflefs who have never been corrupted 
by their intercourfe with other nations. Be- 
ing forced to hufband my provifions, it was 
impolTible for me to regale all theie people 
with brandy ; they were too numerous ; and 
I could not, without imprudence, ihevr my 
generofity, I however ordered a glafsful to 
be given to the chief, and to each of thofe 
who by their figure, or rather by their 
9ge, appeared to be mpfl refpe£table. But t^ 
what 
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wliat resources and to what means will not 
beneficence have recourfe I and how great is 
its ingenuity, when it wifhes to diffufe its 
bleflings ! I was very much aftoni(hed when, 
perceiving that they preferved the Uquor 
without fwallowingit, 1 faw them all approach 
their companions, who had received no fhar^ 
and diftribute it to them with their mouths, 
in the fame manner as the tender birds of 
Heaven feed their young with their bills; 
This unexpected z&ioa^ I confefs, threw me 
• into great agitation, and I remained aftonifh- 
ed: for, on the fight of this affecting fcene, 
what heart is there fo unnatxirally hardened 
as WQuld not have melted into tears i Filled 
with admiration and refped;, and moved to 
the bottom of my foul, I threw myfelf into 
the arms of the chief, who like the red had 
juft fhared his liquor with thofe who fur- 
rounded him, and I bedewed his venerable 
perfon with- my tears. Ye fine prattlers, ye 
elegant coquettes, perfumed with amber and 
muik, exclaim as ye pleafe, and exhibit your . 
charming grimaces ! Diforders of the fto* 
;nach, vapou/s, and all the evils of debili- 
tated health, the ufual confequences of a 
debauched 
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debauched life fpent at the age of thirty, 
occa(ioned no difguft to my divine Kaminou- 
quas, in this fweet and fraternal commuiuca- 
tion, 

I can never call to remembrance without 
emotion thefe refpeSable people^ and feveral 
others, among whom I obferved the fame 
ceremony repeated. When I faw them, on 
their feparating from me, return peaceably 
and contented, " Happy mortals !" faid I ; 
** long may you retain your valuable inno- 
." ceucc, but live in ignorance ! Poor favages, 
" regret not that you were born under a 
** fcorching fun, on a dry and parched ibil, 
" which, fcarcely produces briars and thorns. 
** Confider your prcfent fituation rather as 
" a bleffing from Heaven : your ^efarts will 
•* never tempt the avarice of the whites. 
" Unite yourfelves to thole fortunate hordcsj 
" who like you have ncrt had an opportu- 
" ulty of knowing them; deilroy and cf&ce 
** the leaft traces of that yellow duft which 
" is converted into metal in your caverns and 
" rocks — ye are ruined if they difcover it. 
" Know that it is the fcourge of the world, 
" the fource of all crimes :. and dread, above 
"all 
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" all things, the approach of an AJmagro, a 
•* Pizarro, a Cortez, and of the bloody ftolo 
•* of the Vaiiverdes.'* 

Xn an uncivilized ftaCe man ib naturally 
good; why then fhould the Hottentot be an 
exception to this general rule i It is>not juft 
to accufe him of cruelty ; he is only re- 
vengefiil. Too fenfible of the evil done him, 
what can be more natural than to repel force 
by force ? It becomes us well to enjoin the 
children of nature to pra<3ife our fictitious' 
virtues, when their names are fcarcely known 
to us, and no one undertakes to follow what 
they prefcribe. Even the law of retaliation, 
the only one in ule before we thought of 
being philofophers, what elle is it but the 
right of rendering injury for Injury, and of 
taking away the lives of thofe who do not 
fcruple to attempt ours ? 

Should th^ ravages of Africa or America 
take it into their beads, fome day, that they 
live miferable, deprived of our arts, riches, 
and all the refources of our genius ; and, unit- 
Mg together in arms, fhould ha{len to inun- 
date Europe, and to drive us from our po{^ 
fcHions, • with what countenances could w« 
receive thefe barbarians, and by what fuf* 
I ferings 
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-ferings ott our part would they Cec theif 
boldnefs rewarded ? Such however is their 
hiAory, or ours ; fuch have been our enter-* 
prifes attempted in three quarters of the . 
world with too much fuccefs. In every place 
where we have thought proper to eftablilfa 
ourfclves, we have compelled thefe unhappy 
wretches, perfecuted to a ftate of flavery, to 
betake themfelves to flight ; we' have appro* 
priated to ourfelves, without the leaA Tcruple* 
whatever we found ufeful to us; and when 
the hour of vengeance has been proclaimed 
for them, and when they meafured their 
blows by the magnitude of their injuries, 
without reviewing our own conduct, and too 
much blinded by intereft or fanatlcifm, we 
have dared to call them barbarians, eaters of 
men, and ferocious animals, who live by 
murder, and allay their thlrfl with blood. 

To what imprudence mud we attribute 
the death of that celebrated navigator Cap- 
tain Cook }—l am inclined to believe that a 
confcioufneTs of his own ilrengtb, and his 
bold and enterprlfing character, never led him 
to commit any of thofe criminal excefles of 
which he in his turn periflied a vla^im ; but 
ihe ardent defire of the undifcipUued crew 
that 



hyGooQle- 



AFRICA. 117 

that followed bim,n)ade theiflanders take up 
arms againft him. Tboie failors made free 
with the women, and even dared to lay their 
hands upon them whenever they bad an op- 
portunity. This was too much for them to 
be filent any longer; nothing could flop 
thefe incenfed favages. The commander is 
obferved through the fmoke of cannon, and 
amidft the noile of threatening artilleryi 
theyleize upon him; and he is maHacred, 
even in iig;ht of his foldiers, becaufe he did 
not reprefs their dilbrders in time. 

The firft fentiment vnth which people who 
travel among lavages ought to infpire them, 
is confidence : to gain theirs, one mufl: be 
kind and humane ; muft nevei: take advan- 
tage of their weaknefs, or employ threats; 
and muft never feem terrified by their ap- 
pearance : when nothing is required from 
them, they will grant every thing. People 
ought to have & much command over their 
paflions as to obfcrve the ftriSeft continence, 
and not to feek after their women. If they 
are jealous, they will become implacable ene- 
mies; if they are not, their condefcenfion 
with regard to you, in this refpeft, places 
them too much cm a level, ajid you lofe in 
their 



hyCOOglC 



f£8 TRAVELS IN 

tfaeir eyes that uf^ul fttperiority by which 
they were at firft' dazzled. Though this 
paffion fhould not be general, there are al- 
ways fome individuals tormented by it ; and 
it is juftly obferved that the nations leaft 
fubjeft to it are the moft diiTolute in their 
manners^ and the fartheil removed from na- 
ture. 

To make on^s felf fcnovra to the favagci 
with advantage, fuperiority of ftrength muft 
he die laA thing which you avail yourfblf 
of; for' it is not natural for mankind to be 
fufpicions of thofe whom they do not fear. 
However, in following thefe precautions, 
people ought to prefenre a calm and ferene 
air; and, when they travel amongthem, never 
to employ their arms, or fliew the ufe of 
them, hut in order ^o render them a &rvice, 
cither by procuring them game, or de- 
ftroying fuch ferocious animals as are ene- 
mies to their flocks. After this you may 
quit a horde in perfect Purity, certain 
of leaving regret behindyou ; and gratitude 
will cominually recal you to their remem- 
brance. Many among ^them will feparate 
from you with retudance; they iwill quit 
their companions to accompany youi ^nd 
wiU 
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Mt'dl conduit ,]rou to another horde, among 
whom, from the favourable teftimony given 
of you by your guides, you may be affured 
of finding the fame love, the fame deiire to 
ferve you, the fame entertainments, and all 
that hofpitable care which always proceeds 
from confidence. With thefe peaceful prin- 
ciples fo agreeable to my difpofition, I tra- 
verfed a fmall part of an immenfe quarter 
of the globe ; and I might have traverfed 
the whole of Africa in the fame manner, 
had I not been ftopped by infurmountable 
obftacles, which all my zeal could not over- 
come, and which it would be ufelefs to give 
an account of here. 

It was alfo from thefe maxims that I was 
every day more and more convinced that a 
traveller cannot afibciate any one with him 
in fuch an enterpjifc, without running the 
rifque of rendering it abortive. I was certaia 
of my own manner of viewing dangers, and 
of the means I had to guard againft them. 
Surrounded by people and friends equal in 
power, in perilous fituations, I could not have 
flattered myfelf with the hopes of inducing 
them all to follow my opinion ; the foolifli 
obiltnacy of one might have occafioned the 
• Vol. II, K deftruaion 
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deftruifltoa of all : but, if I deceived myfelf, 
I had only to reproach my Own judgment. 

The Hottentots are rcprefented as a mi- 
ferable and poor nation, fupcrftitious, feroci- 
ous, and indolent, and exceiHvely dirty j in a 
word, they are vilified in every poflible man- 
ner. Were there in thefe affcrtions even 
one that approached truth, it would be bet- 
ter, in order to fupprefs extravagant exagge- 
ration, to adhere fimply to the tales, already 
fo abfurd, of thofe tireibme planters, who 
always delight in deceiving a flranger by 
things which the latter hopes to receive in-^ 
llruftion from, whilil fiflening to them. 
People ought to fpeak from their own expe- 
rience, and advance nothing more than what 
they have feen. Had thefe maxims been ad- 
hered to in fuch a work as that of Do<5tor 
Sparmann, for example — a work valuable in 
more refpefts than one— interefting obferva- 
tions, well written, would not have been in- 
undated with a deluge of very apocryphal 
relations of hunting lions, elephants, Sec. j 
each more improbat^e and ridiculous than 
another. He would not then have ipoken 
of a licorn, delineated perhaps by a planter 
upon fome uninhabited rock ; and he would 
4 opt 
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not have aHigncd a fquare inAead of a round 
form to the huts of the CafTres whom he 
never vifited. I muft allow* in favour of this 
learned roan, that his candour and probity 
made him confider every thing as inconteft- 
able, the moment it was certified to him by 
any of the planters. John Kock, particu* 
larlyi whom he calls the moil accurate and 
Judicious obierver he ever knew, undoubt- 
edly never expeded that exceflive praifc 
which he has laviihed upon him, while the 
inhabitants of the whole town, and colony 
refute them, and do not helitate, on ac- 
count of thefe errors only, to rank next to 
Kolben's a book which would have been 
highly ufeful, had the author confined him- 
felf to fuch objefts as were familiar to him. 

I pay refpea to truth when I find it in 
Dr, Sparmann ; and I lay to the charge of 
his obferver thofe falfehoods which difgult 
me : but when either the one or the other 
affures us " that he never faw the favages 
'* wipe or clean their fltin j that, to fcour 
" their hands, they rub tham with cow 
*• dung J that they rub alfo their arms -with 
«• it, as far as the Ihoulders j that this unc- 
" tion, which is not neceffary» is intended 
K 2 *' merely^ 
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*' merely for ornament; and that the duft^ 
" and the dirt mixing with their greafy oint-' 
*' ment^ and the fweat of their bodies, ad- 
*' here to the fkin, and continually cor- 
** rode it, &c.'*— and when Doctor Spar- 
mann afterwards confeffca that he never faw 
thefe ravages wipe themietres, or clean their 
ikin — I find his manner of reafoning very 
weak, and his logic equally falfe: for if £ 
£bould, in my turn, attefl that I never faw 
cow dung ufed by the Hottentots as an or- 
nament} that I never obferved their ikin 
corroded by fweat, ointments, and filth — ^this 
negative ailertion would neither perfuade any 
one, nor elucidate the queftioa. 

It cannot be denied that all thefe lavages, 
without exception, men, womqn, and chil- 
dren, are excellent fwimmers, and perhaps 
the beft divers in the World. What conclu- 
fion ought we to draw from what I have re- 
lated refpeAing the women, whom I fur- 
prifed while bathing and diving like filhes ; 
but that prafticci ,which they ufc feveral 
times a day, neceffarily leads them to a fpe<> 
cies of cleanllnefs, which leaves little power 
to ointments, or even to duft, to ipoU and 
corrode the fkln i 

The 
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The continual care and attention beftowed 
by the Gonaquas on their drefs, fufficiently 
prove, that they are fond of cleanlinefs ; all, 
thereforci that can be faid, is» that it is ill 
underflood ; and, even before wc proceed fo 
far, it might bo neceffary to enquire whe- 
ther they are not obliged to J>ougbou them- 
felves in this manner, either on account ■ 
of the temperature of the climate, or from 
a want of thofe refources which nature 
has not pointed out to them. Their clothes, 
indeed, are only the fpoils taken from fa- 
vage animals; but, as I have already (hewn, 
they do not negle£l, as fome have pretended, 
to clean and prepare them before they em- 
ploy them for making drelTes, 

A Hottentot is neither poor 001 miferable. 
He is not poor, becaufe his defires never ex- 
ceeding his knowledge, which is very li- 
mited, he never feels the fpur of neceflity.- 
Mifery is a point of comparlfon of which he 
has no conception : a complete uniformity, 
and the fame refources, rendering the lot of all 
perfedtlyequal,whcn abundance prevails, they 
are all happy, and in times of fcarcity they are 
all in the like manner expofed to want. The 
difgufting contraft of riches mounted on a 
K 3 golden 

D,gn,-.rihyGoo^le 



134 TRAVELS IN 

golden car, and mifery dragging its rags 
, along in the dirt, can Tiever pain their 
hearts: this is an idea which they do not 
comprehend.' The fight of indigence trod 
under foot, that punishment of companion- 
ate fouls, never appears to their eyes under a 
thoufand melancholy fhapes.- This morti- 
fication man in a ilate of nature never ex- 
perieni^es j and if man in a ftate of civili- 
zation becomes accuftomed to it in time, 
and if he attains to fuch a degree of apathy 
as to confider that inequality of rank, fo 
Shocking and ib fatal, as the befl Aate, he is 
no longer an avowed child of Nature ; ihe 
difowns and rejects him, afhamed of her 
own works, which dilgrace her hands. 

After having fo long interrupted the thread 
of my narration, to eftablifh fome certain 
notions refpedling thefc Hottentots, hitherto 
too little known, fomething would be ftill 
wanting to the information I have given, did 
I not fpeak of a particular fpecies or caft, 
which may be called the compo/ite^ and 
which is not older than a century. I do 
not know that any traveller has mentioned 
them. This new fpecies will one day efface 
the ancient; and the epoch of their power 
will 
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tviH doubtlcfs occafion great changes in the 
colony, and accelerate its ruin. The multi- 
plication of thefe individuals, who may be- 
come infinite, ought to alarm the Dutch 

, government ; but at prefent it Teems to be 
afleep, and to be under very little uneafinefs 
concerning the fatal confequences of its in- 
dolence. 

I here mean thoCe natural children pro- 
duced by the intercourfe of the white men 
with the Hattentot women, and of thefe 
women with the negroes. At the Cape 

"they are generally named ba/lert. This dc- 
jiomination, however, more peculiarly be- 
longs to the former, becaute the fecond arc 
much lefs numerous ; as the Hottentot wo- 
men do not eafily yield to the embraces of 
the negroes, for whom they entertain a kind 
of contempt; on account, as they fay, of fuf- . 
fering themfelves to be fold like beafts; 
•while, on the other hahd, they think them- 
felves honoured by having commerce with 
the whites, and by being ftylcd their mif- 
treffes. It is the race arifing from thefe 
latter unions that is continually gaining 
ground, and multiplying confiderably every 
day : they are free, like the Hottentots, but 
K 4. they 
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they imagipc themfelves fuperior to them | 
though they are defpifed at the Cape; where 
it is not even ufual to baptif;; them. The 
character of thcfe people partakes more of 
that of an European than of a Hottentot ; 
they have more courage and more adivity 
than the latter, and labour never difcourages 
them i but, being more impetuous artd more 
enterprifing» they are alfo more mifchlevous 
and wicked. It is not uncommon to fee 
them afTaflinate their mailers, to whom they 
have fold their fcrvices j and it is they, ra- 
ther than the negroes, who appear foremoft 
in devifing ads of treachery, which they 
commit every day in the plantations. The 
Hottentot, too mild, and too void of paflions, 
to enter into atrocious enterprifes, would 
not have fufficient ftrength to carry them 
into execution; the moft cruel treatment Is 
not even capable of infpiring him with an 
idea of this kind. In a word, the planter 
who has Hottentots oaly in his fervice may 
fleep foundly, affured that he will foon be in» 
formed of danger, ihould any threaten him, 
Thefe bajlard whites are robuft and well 
Ipajle \ their fl^in is of ^ clearer yellpvv than 
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that of the Hottentots, aiid has the colour of 
dried lemon peel : it is very difagreeable to 
the fight. Their Hair is black, much longer* - 
and lefs frizzled. Intcrcourfe with womea 
of this new breed, as may naturally be fup- 
pofed, produces a fpecics ftill whiter, whole 
hair is alfo much lefs frizzled j and though* 
by thus proceeding gradually, there is at 
length no fenfible diiTerence between them 
and theEuropeans in their hair.and the white- 
ncfs of their ikin, the prominence of the 
cheek bones is flill remarkable. This is one 
indelible chara£teriftic, which may be ob- 
ierved even after the fourth generation. 

The union of the Hottentot women with 
the negroes^ gives birth to a race ftill fupe- 
rior to thofe of whom I have fpoken. They 
are much taller and better mad?, and their 
figure is more agreeable and engaging. Their 
colour, which holds a mean between the 
black of the father and the olive tint of the 
mother, is much lefs offenfive to the fight ; 
their moral and phyfical qualities are alfo 
very different. They are much fought after, 
on account of their being capable- of great 
labour ; but what above all renders them of 
the higheft valpe 15, that to m»ch activity, 
Vfithout 
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without turbulence* they join a fidelity that 
never betrays, a^d which doea^ot fall to the 
lot of any baftard white. Unluckily this 
race are not very numerous, on account of 
the difficulty of uniting the Hottentot wo- 
men with the negroes, whom they defpife. 

It would have been highly advantageous 
to the public, as well as to the private intereft 
t>f the planters, to have long ago excited go^ 
vernment to encourage the propagation of 
this fpecies ; the facrifice made would not 
have been burtheafome, and the expences and 
money advanced would have been returned 
an hundred fold. 

We no longer live in thofe ages of facred 
ignorance, when all people who were black 
Were accounted anthropophagu The Spa- 
niards themfelves do not how believe, as in 
the time of thetr barbarous incurlions into 
Peru, that a pure Ibul cannot exift but in a 
white body. Travellers, and above all found 
philofophy, teach us that an ugly covering 
may conceal a valuable diamond. Among 
the various negro nations that inhabit the 
weftern coufts of Africa, feme are diftinguifti- 
ed by a more fecial difpofition than others, 
by nobler inclinations, by greater aftivity, 

and 
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and more aptitude for knowledge ; and it is 
this race who ought to have been preferred* 
in order to fpread them among the colonies, 
by granting them every freedom. The 
planters would have favoured, as much as 
they could, the union of theie Grangers with 
tlie Hottentot women; the latter, feeing 
them free, would not have defpifed them, 
and would have foon been famUiarifed with 
them ; and thus would have arifen a ge- 
neration of men, who, uniting to the mild 
and peaceable temper of their mothers the 
effeiitial qualities of the beft negroes of Gui- 
nea, would have deflroyed as ufelefs, and 
even dangerous, the cruel chains of llarety 
in all this, part of Africa. 

But thefe means, fo caly and fo natural, 
the execution of which fome time ago 
would not have met with any obftacle, will 
never be employed. At prefent it is too 
late to make any attempt of this kind ; the 
turbulent race of the baftard whites are too 
numerous, and it may be eafily ibrefeen that 
they , will one day be predominant at the 
Cape. 

Befides, though this projeiS were flill 
bra^icable, the delite and good intentions of. 

the 
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theDutch Eail -India Company would be ren- 
dered of no avail by various obAacles. Scru- 
puloufly exaft in all their engagements, we 
know that they ftiew a gen?rofity which, for 
their own honour and profperlty, all commer- 
cial aflbciations ought to aflume as a model'. 
There is no doubt but they would, without 
hcfitation, make every facrifice neceffary for 
th^ execution of this excellent plan, fo well 
calculated to immortalize them ; but a ra- 
dical fault, the fault of the government, 
muft ever oppofe it. . It would be requifite, 
in the firA place, to expel all the inhabitants 
of the Cape and of the colonies, or at leaft 
to reform their minds, in order to deAroy 
thofe ridiculous and antipatriotic prejudices 
which they affed to entertain. 

Government fuffers, becaufe it is not pof- 
fible to check the progrefs of the evil, thefe 
planters, fo proud of their colour, and who 
tfre diftinguiflied by no perfonal merit /rom 
their flaves-— it fuiFers, I fay, thefe ignorant 
peafants, proud of a moderate fortulife which 
they have not given themfelves the trouble 
to acquire by their iuduftry, to defpife and 
treat with coijtempt thofe men, who, having 
defeived well of the Company by the feii- 
vices 
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vices they have performed, either as foldiers 
or Jailors, e{labli{h themielves at the Cape 
in virtue of a permiflion granted them by 
government ; fo that the meanefl and moil 
worthlefs of the planters always confider a 
fkilful failor, or brave foldier, as a being in 
fome Eoanoer degraded, and unworthy of 
being C(»ine3ed with them by marriage : 
and even the daughter of fuch a planter, 
educated in the fame principles, would rather 
perifh in mifery, than become the companion 
for" life of one of thefe defenders of their 
country. 

In fuch circumftances, a brave failor or 
foldier, fubjefted like all other men to thci 
wants and Imperious laws of nature, more 
powerful ftill in warm, than in temperate 
climates, being unable to afibciate himfelf 
with a white woman who would render him 
happy, has no other refource but to unite 
with a female Hottentot. Hence proceeds 
that immenfe nymber of baftard whites, who 
at prefent fwarm all over the colonies. The 
turbulent blood of the Europeans circulates 
and ferments in their veins ; and diftur- 
bancea inay every moment refult from it, 
which the planters, too widely dilperled to 
unite 
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unite foon enough^ will neither have leifure ■ 

nor power to prevent. 

This baftard race is eftimated at =a fixth, 
of the number of all the Hottentots in the 
colonies ; and the origin of this mixtufe is 
only as old as the eftabliihment of the Dutch 
at the Cape, that is to fay, an hundred and 
thirty-fix years. It may be readily prefumed 
that, when the communication between the 
white men and the Hottentot women was 
fijA cftabliihed, it was neither fo eafy nor fo 
general as at prefent : and, oU the other hand, 
the population of the colony did not dmount, 
as it does now, to eighty thoufand white peo- 
ple. This obfervation alone may be fufficient 
to give an idea of the a£tual progreffion of 
both. The Hottentot race fubjedl to the colo- 
nies deviates mo're and more every day from 
its charafter and origin : they become "cor- 
rupted and confounded by a mixture of the 
blacks and the whites ; and, as this degene- 
ration accelerates, their diftinguiHiing marks 
will in time difap^ear altogether. The 
phlegmatic and cold conftitution of the Hot- 
tentots fufficiently checks the pro^refs of 
population already ; whilft the fame caufe in 
the women has a contrary eSe^:, and renders 
them 
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them very prolific. The Hottentot women 
have at mc^ three or four children by their 
huibands j hy negroe's they triple that num- 
ber ; and bring .forth ftill more to thc~ 
whites. ' 

If the baftard whites are naturally wicked; 
if they are daring, revengeful, enterprifing, 
and perfidious— is it becaufe they are the off- 
fpring of a white man and a Hottentot wo^ 
man, and becaufe the children bear a greater 
refemblance to the father than to the mo- 
ther ? This prefumption, however mortify- 
ing it may be for our fpecies, cannot be con- 
troverted. If it happen, which is very rare, 
- that a white woman has connexion with a 
■Hottentot, the fruit of their intercourfe al* 
ways retains the good difpo^tion, and the 
mild and beneficent temper, of the father. 
Thefe inftances, 1 muft repeat, are very urf 
common. In love affairs at the Cape, as in ■ 
Europe, the women (hew more modefty, de* 
licacy, and referve than the men : the latter, 
on the contrary, never hefitate to gratify 
their appetite, whoever the objefl; of it may 
be; and the dangers that thence refult are 
not the fame to both fexes : but the baflards 
of the white men and Hottentot women 

have 
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have in them the feeds of every vice, and of 

every irregularity. , 

Such, in general, is the information which 
I acquired myfelf, by living among the Hot- 
tentots. But I Ihall {top here, left I fatigue 
the reader*s patience by theie dry details ; and 
return to them only when I may have an op- 
portunity of mentioning them without being 
tedious in my relation of the difierent events 
of my journey. 

As I propoled to pafs a confiderable time 
in Africa, my firft care was to ftudy the 
language of the inhabitants; and I indeed 
fucceeded beyond expectation. The lan- 
guage of thefe people being very poor, has 
no occafion for words to exprefs abitra^ and 
metaphyfical ideas ; it is fufceptible of no 
ornament. Though it has neither elegant 
phrafes nor a correct fyntalc, its difficulties 
are no lefs infurmountable to thofe who are 
destitute of genius and patience. I have 
however been too well rewarded for the pwns 
'I beAowed on this part of my labours, by the 
pleafure I enjoyed of being able to converfe 
freely with thefe people, ever to regret that 
I added a knowledge of this iingulir diale£t 
to that of feveral other languages which have 

been 
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been the principal objcd of the very ievere 
education I received. 

The Hottentot language has no refembUnce, 
as- ieveral ancient authors pretend, *' to the 
** gabbling of turkeys when they fight, to 
*' the cry of the magpye, or the fcreaming 
** of an owl ;" much lefs do its founds imi- 
tate the cry of the bat, according to Piiny 
and Herodotus : to judge that it cannot re* 
iemble all thefe things at the fame time, we 
need only compare with one another all its 
difi^erent aflimilatioos. It \s equally falie, 
that} to hear Hottentots converting together, 
one would take them for a company of Aam- 
merers. From all thefe alTettions, which 
arc abfolutely contradiftory and deftroy each 
other, we are naturally led to think that no 
traveller, who has fpoken of the Hottentot 
language, has fo carefully ftudied it as to 
give a clear and precife idea of it i and con- 
fequently, without enquiring into the caufes 
of their profound ignorance, I may aflert 
that they have been as really deceived them- 
felves as they have deceived others. 

This language, notwithftanding its Angu- 
larity, and the difiiculty of pronouncing ir. 

Vol,. II. L is 
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is not {o difcouraging as ic at firft appears. 
It may be learnt by perfeverance ; I have 
known planters who fpoke it fluently, and I 
my&lf was able to make myfelf underftood 
m a fhort time. It is, however, in general, 
very difficult for every European ; but more 
fo for a Frenchman than for a~ Dutchman, a 
German^ &c. efpecially as the u, the £, and 
the g are pronounced in the fame manner as 
In the languages of the two latter ; that is 
to fay, the u, ou ; and the other two letters 
by expiration?, for which the throat of a 
Frenchman is not formed, and which he 
catches with great difficulty. 

Of all the vocabularies hitherto publiOied 
in different wotks, there is noiK' by which a 
fingle word can be comprehended. It would 
be in vain to attempt to ufe theni, for one 
never could be underflood j and a Hottentot 
would never fufpedt that he heard his own 
language. It would appear as if the au- 
thors of thefe vocabularies had purpofely 
fupprefled the only mark which often forms 
the whole fignification of the words ; for 
they have made no mention of different 
clappings with the tongue, which are indif- 
penfabl© 
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penfable figns that precede or feparate the 
words, and without which they .would hare 
no clear or precife meaning. 

Thefe clappings are of three kinds; all 
very different from each other. The firft, 
which I Oiall diftinguifli by this mark (a), 
the iimpleA) fofteft, eafieft to be execuced* 
and that which is moA ufed^ is performed 
by preffing the tongue to the palate^ againft 
the iociUve teeth; while the mouth is fliutj 
thept by qujckly detaching the tongue, and 
Opening the mouth at the fame time^ this 
clapping is heard ; which is nothing elfe 
than that fmall noife, very familiar to usf 
when, harafled by A tirefome perfbn, we 
wiih to (hew, without fpeaking, that wb 
have loft ill patieaee. 

The fecorid tlapping (v) is niofe fonorous 
than the firft. It is fufficxent, in order to 
fortn iti to detach the tongue from the mid^ 
die of the palatCf and to imitate the noife 
which grooms employ tb make a horle go 
fafteFi In this ealie no force is necefTary, but 
fimply to detach thc.tonguej and the found 
is produced of itfclf. .Were the found too 
di^ind, it wottld be impoffible, or at leaft 
L 2 very 
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very difficult, to join it as it ought fo the 
Urii fyllable of the word that muft follow it. 
Greater force muft be given to the third' 
kind of clapping (a), which is prcmounced 
with more energy, and is heard more dit- 
tin&ly. It i^ the leaft ufed, and appears to 
be the mod difEcuIt ; for it requires gretf 
care and attention to adapt it properly to the 
word that precedes it, as it is performed by 
ft lingular contra£lbn of the tongue, which 
is drawu back to the extremity of the palate 
near the throat. It may be readily con- 
ceived, that, after this contraftion of the 
tMigue, confiderable force is employed to 
puth it towards the lips, and to articulate 
the words that muil follow it, without anj 
appearance of reft or interruption. 

Thefe diiFerent clappings have alfo a dif- 
ferent modulation, and may be more or lefs 
difficult to be executed, according to the let- 
ter or fyllable which they ftrike, and with 
which, as I have already faid^ they muft be 
united, not to pervert the fcnfe. In this the 
ftrength of the pronunciation of the language 
may be iaid to conftA, 
All tbefe differences appear very harfli to 
the 
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the tax 6f an Em-opean, and very difficult to 
beacqtiired. Such 'indeed they appeared to, 
me at firft, bnt one foon becomes accuftomed 
to them ; and I can affert that this language, 
upon the whol^ is not deftitnte of harmony, 
and that in the moxrth of a Hottentot woman 
k has its charms as the German his its 
beauties In that of an amiable Saxon lady. 

I am of opinion that, if people fliould at- 
tempt to ftudy this language from the voca- 
bularies hidierto pnblifhedi and to ipeak it 
without being otlurwiie inftrinaed in its prin- 
ciples, tfeey would lofe tbcmfclves in words 
void of fenfe, and the rcfult would be nothing 
elfe but confufion — a difgufting chaos, in 
which the- haraffed imagination should find 
only ridiculous abfurdity. 

There are a fe.w wocds indeed which may 
be emplc^ed without this clapping of the 
tongue, but fuch exceptions are very rare. 

To prove how neceflary thefe ' different 
founds produced by the tongue are p (hew 
the fignification of the words, and how they 
determine the fynonimes and different mean- 
ings, I ihall give an example, at it will ren- 
der this fubjeft much eafier to be compter 
bended. In the Hottentot language fl4j> fig- 
L 3 nifics 
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nifies & horfe and an arrow ; it is alio the nam^ 
of a river ; the difference 4piic i" phe clapping 
of the tQngue determines the precife ide^ 
yrhkh it is meant to convpy. Pronounced 
fimply, without any collifion, it fignifies ^ 
hpr/e ; with the fepond clapping, of which I 
have fpoken, it fignifies a river i and, with 
the third, it fignifies an arrow. In the like 
xnaaner A-ou ip is a rock ; A-ou ip, the name 
pf the buftard ; A-ii2 ip^ that of a venomous 
ferpent; and h.-ka ip, a kind of African ante- 
lope, 

Bcfidfs thefe threp kinds of clappipg>which, 
as may be ealily feen^ are indifpenfably necef- 
fary, certain parts of fome words are nothing 
elfe but ibunds formed in the tht:oatj but it 
is impoflible to defcribe them, and they can 
be imprinted in the memory only by long 
praiStice. I {hall dtAinguifh them by a fmall 
crofs placed over the letter where they are to 
|}e ufed. 

To be rnpre fcrupuloufly exa£t, I muft 
add, that one word often has two different 
|igniffcations, by the brevity or weak fourid 
of one of its vowels. 

Froiyi what I have faid, it may be eafily 

Teen how difficult it would be to write this 

language 
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language in fuch a manner as to be read and 
pronounced with that precifion which is ne- 
ceflary. It would firft of all be requifite to 
form a particular alphabet for it ; and to ac- 
cuftom jonefelf to thefe clappings, would be 
the principal ftep towards fuccefs. But as the 
ftudy of this language will never form apart 
of the education of our young men of fortune, 
who have no deiire for being fent fo far to 
learn how to behave in polite company ; and 
as, on the other hand, it would be of no uti-, 
lity to fatigue the reader by a tirefome dic- 
tionary, which he would not read j I (hall 
fupprefs it, and for the fatisfaftion of the cu- 
rious give a few words only which concern 
natural hiftory. 

Should any naturalift be defirous of travel- 
ling through the fame country, it would b? 
of great advantage to him to be able to name 
to the Hottentots any animal, or other ob- 
je£t, which he might wilh to procure. An 
exad vocabulary of thofe things which might 
principally engage his attention, would un- 
doubtedly bcfound ufeful to litm, and can- 
not even here difpleafe any one. I fliould have 
thought myfelf very happy had any traveller 
befon? ine finoothed the firft difficulties of 
L 4 this 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO>^IC 



152. TRAVELS IN 

this language; for a diftionary of it would 
have rendered the commencement of my re- 
fearches lefs difgufling and lefs laborious. Z 
therefore confider it as a part of my duty to 
prefent here what I fo much wiOied for iny* 
felf, and to fubjoin the primitive names of 
the greater part of the animals of Africa, fgch. 
as they have always been known and diftin- 
guifhed by the Hottentots of the deiarti. \ 
have added alfp thofe given them by the 
planters at the Cape of Good Hope. 

It muft be obferved that the Hottentots of 
the colonies* having in part forgotten theit 
language, disfigure what remaiqs by a mix- 
ture of corrupted Dutch ^ lb that, without men- 
tioning other inconveniences which thence 
ariie, animals change their names, or have 
feveral different ones, according to the dif- 
ferent cantons or colonies where they are 
found. This produces a c»nfufibn very diffi- 
cult to be cleared up, and is one reafon for 
preferring the nomencl^ure of the natives, 
whofe language, always the fame, is fecured 
from experiending any change or variation. 
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S^Km-- 


Ihath Kamif. 


Jtvltadat Nonet. 


TheElcplimDt 


OUphiM " ' 


A— Goap 


The RhmocerH 


Renofter 






Zee-Koe 


V— Kaoia 


TheGiSsf 


Kameel-Faerd 


A— Na-ip 


ThtBnfelo 


Beuffle 


A— lU-OOp 


Thcfafu 


Gemi-Bodc 


A — Ka^ 


UcEocdoc 


Coudoe " 


V— Koudiu, <* 
Gaip 


TheBobde 


Harte-Beeft 


A — Kamap 


The Zebra 


Welde-Paerd 


r— Kouarep 
T-Nou v-Ksuaicp 


TteQujB 


<^J " '""' 


.TheJta 


Haaie 


A— Ob amp 


AH>niii.t 


Dai 


7— Ka oump 


The Wnd Eov 


Welde-Varke 


V— Kou-Goop 


The Ant Bear 


E,d-V,tki 


A-Gonp 


ThcPoreuBinc 


Yier-Varke 


V-Nouap 


ADos ■• 


Hond 


A— Harip 


ARat 


Hoadea 


A— Hatinm 


Holt 


Douroup 


ABat 


Vleer-Muyii - 


A- Moun-BotODOp 


A LioD 


Leaw 


Gajnma . 


A Tiger 


Tjger 


Gvon-Ganun* 

A.-Onajn0 
^Hi™p ■ 


A Tiger Cat 
TheflTua' 
TheWiMDog 


T^^.K« 
Welde-Hbud 


Theladol * 
TheHarie 


Jald. 


A— Dim 


Faerd 


Aap 


ABoll . 


Beal 


Kuamkp 


A Cow 


Koe 


Gowma. 


AnOi 


Of. 


Goumap 


A Sheep 


Sebaap 


GooH 


A Goat 


Bodi 


Bri-i 


A She-Coat 


Gytt 


Tararfbrii 


A Bird 1 


Voogel 


^.— Kinip 


The Bollard 


Tiap-Gaas 


A— Ou ip 


The Freooh field 


Eor-Haan. 


A— Har^p 


Duck . i.. 






A Pheaiaat 


Fdiat 


Koa Koa* or v— 
Kabot 


AMartin ' 


WeldeSvndilw 


A__0-atfiA— nam* 

bro 
A— Ouri-Eiiuu 


A Partridge 


Patryt 






AQoaa 
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fi»«iJVi««. 


Ditch Nm,^ 


Zbieatti Atrme,. 


AQ!.«il 


Kwartel 


A— Kabip 


ASpKTOW 


Mob 


V-Kabii 


AVakun 


Aaa-Voogel 


A— Gha^ 
Gaamp . . 


A WM Oooft 


Welde-Ga«. 


Mountain Duck 


Berg-Eend 


A-Karo hei gaamp . 
4-Ga.rip '■ 


The Phenicoptena 


Flamingo 
Tortd-Duyf 


A Turtle Dove 


A— Neis 


A Mountain 


Berg 


A — Oumma 


ARocL 


Klep 


A-Oulp 
A— Kanp 


A River , 


Rivier 


V— Aap 


A Fountain . 




A — ^Aaup 


TheSw" 


Zfc''" 


Hourip 


A Tree 


Boom 


Haip _ 


A Waggon 


Waage 


Kouri-'m 


A Rower 


BW 


A— Narlna 


Milk 


Meick 


Deip 


Water 


Waaler 


V — Kama 


ileft 


VIeetdi 


V— Gaaus 


Hh 


Vi. 


A— Ko OUp 


A Spider 


Spen 


A— HOUB 


A Cameleon 




T— Karou-Koup 


A ButuJfly 


KapeKc 


Tabou Tabou 

+ 

Gnioo5_^ 

A — A oump 


Three diifcrent 


ReeBock 


kinds of Antelope 


Duyker 




Steen-Eook 


A~Harip , 


A Fly 


Wig 


A— Dinap 


A Serpent 


Stag , 
Sehif-Fad 


A— Kanou-Goup 


A Tortoife 


A— Ouna 


A Toad 


Fade 




The Guana 


Egouane 


V — Nafcepf 


AFnfee 


Snaphan 


A— Kabooup 


An Arrow 


A— Aap 


A Bow 
An Aflagay 


Boog 
Sagaye 


Kgaap 

A— Aure-Koop 


An European 


Europees 


y-rrOxit-Gots 


A Negro • 


Swarte-Jong 


Kabop 
+ + 


A Hottentot pian 


Hottentot 


Khoi-Khoep 

+ . 
TamfKho» 


A Hottentot wo- 


Hottenloten 


map 
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From what I have faid of the manners and 
fimplicity of this nation, one may be eafily 
convinced that their language is poor, and 
that before the arrival of the Europeans it 
pauft have been ftiU poorer. The latter inr 
trodqced new objefts, to which it was necef- 
fary to give names } and on this account the 
Hottentots of the colonies have expr^iBons 
neither ufed nor underilood by the favage 
Hottentots, to whom the greater part pf 
thefe obje(^s are unknown. 

However this may be, there is always iii 
this language a great affinity between the 
thing and the ^ord by which it is diftin- 
guilhed. For cxaqiple, they call a fufce 
A-kq-Booup; aqd, by the ipanner in which 
it ought to be pronounced, the clapping of 
the tongue, and th? firfl; fyllable A-ka, imitate 
the noife of the cocJ^ wh?n it falls, and that 
pf the opening of the pan ; in fliort, the 
word hmp copveys, in a ftriking manner, an 
idea of the explolioti or report. In general 
the Hottentot language is very expreffive ; 
ftnd as thefe people, when they fpcak, always 
geAiculate, and reprcfcnt in pantomtm? what- 
ever they fay, a fuperBcial knowledge of 
"" "<'■■'. ' iijejy 
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their idiom is fufficient to «na^le one caSiy 

to comprehend the mc^ haportant things. 

Three weeks had now clapfcd fincc the 
departure of my envoys ; but I -was not the 
iSrfl to form any refledions on the caufe of 
their delay: I ahvays kept my uoeafinefs to 
myfelf, not wishing to occafion any to thoie 
abound me ; for, by not concealing my fuf- 
picions, I fliould only have fupplied them 
with arms to deilroy my prbjefts,. They 
could not, without fadncfs, think on my de- 
termined refolution of penetrating into Caf* 
fraria. I fometimee fgrprifed my people dif* 
courling on this fubjed, and more or lefs 
murmuring agaioft their maftfsr; but at bot- 
tom they were Aill attached to me, and iu 
their converfation I was \he principal objed; 
of their agitation and fear. They 4id not 
befitate to call me a ra(h man, whQ, appar 
rently caring very little for hi? life, pbftif 
jiately wiflied to make them fharers with 
him in a moft melancholy fate, by cqnduift- 
ing them to deflrudtion. I had too much 
rcafon to apprehend that tbcy had all agreed 
to quit me, in cafe I fliould perfiftin my re- 
folutions; and I judged that nothing embar- 
raficd them but the manner of executing 
' ' . 7 ■ " th«if 
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tKcir plot. I however dilcovered, that of 
tweaty-five conipirators there were not two 
who concarred in opinion : thofe whom I 
bad engaged in my fervice in the coarfe of 
my jouniey, (slw no great difficulties in this 
fecret departure} but thofe whom I had en- 
gaged at the houfe of Mr. Mulder, in the 
country of Auteniqua, and at the Cape un- 
der the aufpices of the fifcal» doubted much 
whether they fhould return or not to the 
town. In a word, they conld neither agree 
among themfelves, nor form any rcfolution. 

They acculed me of having facrificed the 
envoys ; and indeed it muft be owned that 
their long abfence appeared extraordinary. 
From what Hans told me, three or four days 
at moft were fufficient for them to go to the 
tefidence of king Pharooj and allowing as 
many for them to ftay there, and the fame 
number to return, I found, by this plain cal- 
culation, that more than double the time 
necelTary for the journey had already elapfed. 
I therefore began to imagine that fome acci- 
dent had befallen them, or that the fufpicions 
of the Caffres had proved fatal to thefe un- 
happy people. I did not however lofe all 
hopes of feeing them again j but I remained 
* wavering 
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wavering in uncertainty, neither Icnowing 
what to think nor what orders to give to the 
reft of my troopi to put an end to their dif- 
putes and uneafinefs. My brave Klaas wai 
of opinion that we ought ftill to wait, and to 
fuiTer fuch of my mutinous attendants as 
ihewed nioft impatience and ill humour to 
depart when they thought proper. 

In the mean time.I aflumed an air of traii-^ 
quillity, and continued my hunting excur- 
£ons as ufual ; but a fecret impulfe conduA-^ 
cd me, as it were mechanically, to that quar-^ 
ter in which I hoped to fee my deputies ar-^ 
rive. In the evening, being quite dejet^ed 
becaufe they had not appeared, I returned to 
my camp, in order to recommence the lame 
ufelefs and melancholy walk next morning. 
Thus do we fport with the imagination, when 
we arc in hopes of finding the objeft that 
we ardently wifh for. 

One evening at length Klaas came, and 
Ihut himfelf up with me in my tent, in order 
to give the finiOiing ftroke te my uneafineis* 
by informing me that he had loil every hope, 
and that Hans and his companions were 
without doubt aflaffinatcdj that the fufeesi 
ammunition, and arms which they carried 
along 
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along with them had tempted the Caffres; 
and that this was fufficient to induce that 
nation, then at war^ in want of every, thing 
ufeful for their defence^ and particularly iron» 
to commit murder : and he advifed me not 
to fatigue' the reft of my troop any longer ; 
for, without their affiftance, we (bould be able 
neither to advance nor to return. 

I was perfe&Iy fenfible of the force of this 
reafooing, diftated by the iincereil concern 
for my perfon, and the fafety of my effeds, 
which I £hould have been obliged to leave 
behind me for want of people to aflift me in 
tranfporting them. I was almofl on the 
point of giving way to the advice of Klaas, 
and of renouncing my folemn engagement of 
not quitting Rocks-Kraal, the only rendez- 
vous where thefe generous envoys could meet 
their mafter, when we obferved at a diftance 
one of the four people who watched my 
cattle running towards my camp, feemingly 
alarmed and out of breath. Having told 
me that he had juft feen, on the other fide of 
the river, a confiderable body of Caffres who' 
were preparing to crofs it, this information 
at firft ftruck a great terror into all my at- 
tendants ; while I alone, ftiU flattered with 

the 
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-the chimerical ho^s of again feeing igxf 
people, torncd the whole of my thoughts 
towards them. As die numerous band which 
bad been uinoBnce^ to mt did not corre- 
ipond with mj estpcAations, and deftroyed 
th« whole illnlioB, Idifpatched iburfufilcers, 
«indcr the command of Kiaas* to fearch for 
my oxen, and to bring them all to my camp; 
defir&ig him, after he had performed diis 
fervice, to examine thefe Grangers, without 
dUcorering himfelf, to leam. whether they 
were fb numerous as I had been taught to 
believe, and whether any thing fufpicioua 
appeared in their behaviour. I told him 
idfo to watch their motions, in order that he 
might be enabled to judge what was their 
intention ; and X befides ^t\&\y enjoined hioi 
that, in cafe he met my envoys, he ihould 
immediately inform me, by commanding his 
people to difcharge their fufees; but, if the 
body fcen were Caffres, to place himfelf in 
ambufli, and to difpatch one <^ his compa- 
nions to my camp. Juft as he was depart- 
ing, the whole of my cattle arrived, with the 
three other keepers j who,like their comrades, 
tiad been ilruck with great terror. 

As for me, I examined all my arms, and 
ordered 
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btdfe^ tlieA to be loaded, though I had no 
inteatien of being the firft to commence hof> 
tilities : but^ as Tprofofedto wait Vefolutely 
for the eaemy^ I was determined ilfo'to make 
every ^fcfiftance in my power; and it wa» 
proper that I Ihould be prepared for fuch an 
erent. 

I confefs that I was not free from uQeafi* 
nefs: not that I dreaded the event of a battlei 
for nay arms gave me too much confidence 
in my fuperiorityj but I Jhould have been 
extremely forty to have been under the ne- 
ceflity of engaging before we bad come to ait 
explanation. By fuch a flep I fhould have 
ruined all my hopes: the pacific intentions 
which I had always profeiTed, and which 
alone could have entitled' me to. the privilege 
of traveding all Cafiraria in liberty, being 
, belied by fuch afts of hoftility, I Hiquld have 
been ranked with the planters, thofe barba- 
rous alTafiins of the.favagcs, and muil have 
been confidered.as. an enemy whofe whole 
caravan deferved to be exterminated. 

Whilfl: I was making all my preparations, 
my mind was agitated by a variety of reflec- 
tions } from which I was however fuddenly 
freed, by a difcharge. that was a fignal of joy 

Vol. II. M to 
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to my whole-camp: afjtec the Orders, t had 
given to KJaae, no doubt wat eatertaiQed 
that he hod .fallen in with 017 nteiTeB^rs* 
Notvithftaoding this favourable af^»ca«a(Ke» 
mf pMple were not yet eatirely freed from 
their apprehenfions, and Ifiwnd it very diffi-: 
cult to calm them entirely. The three keep- 
ers of my flocks, above all, perii&xl to af- 
firm, that in the whole troop of Caffres dwy 
bad not obferveda finale Hottentot; and thus 
fuddenly pafling from hope to fear, they 
wiihed to in6nuate, that the reports which 
had been heard were tod evident figns that 
an a£tioii had taken place^ and that Klaas wu 
cngiEged with the enemy. 

At the turning of a little bill however, 
which was diftant about three hundred paces 
from us, I fav Klaas himfelf make his ap- 
pearance, but atone. By the help of my fpy* 
glafs I could perfe^iy diftinguifb fais eafy 
carriage, and even the features of his face, 
which feemed to announce nothing alamungj 
but I was more fully convinced when I per- 
ceived, fome minutes after, the whole troop 
advancing the fame way, in,good order, to- 
wards the camp. My Hottentots, mixed 
with the Ca^es, gave me reafbn to conclude 
. that 
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that they Were in pcrfeA harmony with one 
another; and, as they approached nearer, I . 
dtAinguifhed Hans. I .then ordered all the 
arms to be laid afide, and bid my people ap- 
pear as calm and fereneas poflible. 

I vfis veiy impatient to receive my depu- 
ties, and to learn from^ their own mouths 
%hat rifques I could run for them and myfelf 
without danger. I did not however think 
proper to go to meet them, or to quit my 
, fmall arfenaJ, until I had heard what thefe 
travellers had to relate. When the Ca^es 
found themfetves within throw of an aflagay,' 
they all ftoppedi and Hans, quitting the troop, 
came ftraight towards me. In a few words 
he told me, that I was at liberty to purfue 
lAy journey into Caffrariaj that I fliould be 
expoied to no rifque; that I would be re- 
fpe£ted as a friend; that the nation he had 
quitted invited me in the moll prefling man- 
ner not to put oif the time any longer, and 
that they would receive me with plcafure ; 
that I might judge of their general intentions 
by the confidence which they fhewed, and 
by the liberty which leveral of them had 
taken to come and pay me a viiit } that they 
offered me their friendfliip, and requefted 
Ma mine; 
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miue J and, io a word, that they had quitted 
their own cpoutry on the &ffurances ,made to 
them that 1 wtnuld.gjve.them a favourable 
receptioti. ■, 

With regard to the de|ay which had 
alarmed- us fo much, Hans informed- me that, 
when he arrived among tjie Cs^fFrqs, he.could 
not find king Pharoo, who.had>retlred to th? 
dlAance of thirty leaguss from the ufual 
place of his reiidence: that after w;aiting 
fome time -in hopes of .fc^jng him return, 
fearing that, he fhould not, l:>e able to acqom- 
plifti the bufinefs for which he was fent, he 
had refolved to go in fearch of him.;. but 
learning from a new horde that the chief 
had again .fet out, and that no one knew 
,what rout? he would purfue, or how Jong 
he would be. abfent, he had defined from 
this attempt. Some believed that the prince 
was gone towards the colonies ; and others 
that he intended to vifjt the Tamiiouc&ts, a 
nation bordering on Caffraria, with, whom 
they carried on a trade for iron and arms. 
He added, that finding it impoffible to exe- 
jcute my orders, and not knowing . what 
courfe to purfue, he thought it would be 
beft to return, and bring back my two Ho£7 
tentots i 
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tentots; but that, from the favourable ac- 
counts which he had given of my character, 
and pacific difpoHtioD, feveral of the Caffires 
o&red of their own accord to accompany 
him, and in their turn to come as a depu* 
tation,.to aflure me of the general good- 
wlllwhich the whole inhabitants bore to- 
ward£ me ; and that, being fully convinced 
I was not a Dutch planter, they' would re>- 
ceive me as a friend, and even as a protestor. 
Thefe Cafires trufted that I. woiild enable 
them to be revenged, on a certain. planter of 
•Bruyntjes-Hoogte, againfl whom they 'had 
difmal c<Hnplaint8 to make, and!who& name 
alone infpired tbem - with ihorcor. I indeed 
afterwards received fome details reipeding 
the life of this wretch, and particular cooh* 
fidetations prevent me from here expofing 
his name; but the crimes which have ^eiii- 
dered him a monfter are not unknown to 
any inhabitant of the Cape. ' In vain has 
the government . repeatedly fummooed him 
to appear at its tribunal, to anfwer for his 
conduft ; entrenched" in . territories -where 
the laws are ina£tive> and without; force,!tlie 
orders of, the governor j. the. threats of hi« 
. , M 3 fubalterns. 
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fubatterns, and all their decrees, are to him 
only fignals lor committing frefli crimes. 

Without entering further into couverla- . 
tion, or afking more queftions, which- would 
have been imfeafonable, I gave pernifilion to 
the Caffres to advance. Hais therefore 
made a ligu to them with his hand, and in 
a moment I found myftlf furrouiided. With- 
out comprehending my envoys^ there were 
in all nineteen men, five women, and two 
young children. They faiuted me, cme after 
the other, by the word Jai>^, which I knew 
as well as they* and which was all the an* 
iwer I made to. their jcomplimeuts-; but I 
.underflpod very little of their language. In 
their pronunciation they did not employ 
thst clapping nfed by the Hottentots ; but 
what fhewed their di^erence from the Go- 
■na^uati nioft feniibly, was their manner of 
falutiug. They all fpokie together, and with 
a precipitation and solubility which appeared 
to me fo cnu^b the Granger, as 1 had been kx . 
aUnoA a year apcu^mcd tu the flow manner 
of irty indolent Hottentots. 1 could not 
conceive to what caiife thiti ponfiiied niule 
which bv7.Ud ininy ears w?? tg Ijc imputed; 
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tnd I loA all patience* becaufe I could noS 
catch any diftin&fbiuid. 

Though I could not compreh«id what 
thefe Caffres faid to <Hie another, I oblerrod 
that their attention was very much engaged* 
cither mth my camp, my perfoni or my 
people, and their different motions. Their 
eyes roved with rapidity from one objed to 
another ; and every thing in turns firuck 
them with furprile. I hflve Ibmewhere read 
that afiouiihment indicates ignorance ; but 
ignorance does not prove want of abilities. 
This rcfle&ion may be applied to the Cafires, 
for undoubtedly they cannot be accu&d of 
ftupjdity ; and between them and the Hot- 
teQbXs there is a vail diftance, tn lefpeCt to 
ingenuity and induftry. Hans had boafted 
much to them of my double-baTelled fuzees - 
and piftols ; aad from his account they were 
tnclioed to co&iider my arms as wonderful 
things. One of them, in the name of all 
the reft, having aflced perminion to fee them, 
I ordered them to be brought forth ; and J 
Shewed them to, them without manifelling 
the leaft fufpicion. Being handed about 
from ooe to another, they were examined 
and turue4 over with the moft minute at- 
M 4 tention; 
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tention; but their eager curioiicjr required 
ibmetbing more. This I expected, and 1 Itick- 
ily had an opportunity of gratifying them. 
Obferving two fwallows cleaving the air be-> 
fore mci I fired at them, and they fell ,at the 
diftance of a few paces from us. This fud- 
den adioD, performed with thje utmoll con> 
pofure, redoubled their aftouiflimeut j and 
they knew not which moft to admire» th^ 
arms, or .the perfoawho ufed them.- It la 
certain that this, lucky ftroke, which m^hl 
not have fucceeded, infpired them with- thei 
higheft idea of my ikill ; and I toc^ advan* 
tage of it to imprefs th<;m with a deeper 
fenfe of ray fuperiority. 'I aiked th«ro> by 
figns, whather they could do the fam& with 
their aflagays; but thdy fiiook their heads 
with a fmilii, and gave; me to underAand, 
that with thcfe weapons it -was impoffible to 
kill a bird flying. One of them, hqwevcr, 
rifing up, pointed to^ my flieep, which 'wert 
feeding &t feme diftanec, and fignified that 
he and his companions' could ftrike- thcni 
running, as well as other quadrupedcs, wht^ , 
ther of greater or lefs fize, Hani then prc- 
fented to me a young GafFre, who was per-r 
feGily'vftW formed, and Whofe |)erfon imme- 
i --■■I -:• ■■ di^tely 

D,gn,-.rih;GOO^Ie 



A F R I C A. 169 

diatcly prepoflefled me in his fevour. Before 
this period I had never feeu any of theie 
people but, as one may fay, in a rude ftate. 
I however could: not be fatisfied with con* 
templating this youth ; and his companions 
afTured me that he was considered in the 
country as one of thofe who were moft expert 
in throwing the aflagayaad the fliort club*; 
and that his dexterity in this refpe£t had 
aoquired.him great reputation. I had heard 
fo much o£ the Caffr^s, and of their formic 
dable arms, .that I eagerly embraced this op- 
portunity of being .convinced, by my own 
eyes, what a 'young Gaffre could do who 
was only eighteen ' years of age, and who 
boaAed of his ikill with fb much Simpli- 
city. As it was near dinner time, . and 
as I propofed to regale all thefe people, as 
welt as my own, I fent for a fheep; and 
pointing t6 it with my finger, I gave the 
youth permiinbn to take aim at it. In his 
left hand he held five afiagays, one of which, 

■ * A. kind of -weapon ufed in" the lame manner as the 
§fl^ga^. I have 3 fmall and a large on*- in ray col- 
IcftiQJi. 

at 
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at my defire, he grafpcd in his right ; and 
the flieep, being let loofe, began to run to- 
wards the flock. In the mean timo he 
farandifhed his aflagay with force j darted 
forward by four or five rapid leaps, and hav- 
ing difcharged the weapon, it flew through 
the air with a whizzing noife, and pierced 
the fides of the animal ; which ftaggered, 
and dropped down dead ou the iiwt. 

On this occafiou I could not conceal my 
joy and my furprife. So. much fkill and 
ilrength , added to gracefulusfs, excited 
the adnliration of all my people. Vanity it 
an uiiiverfal paffion ; but it is cpodiiied ac- 
cording to manners and climates. In Eu- 
rope it fparkles in the eyes and in every 
feature of a beautiful woman, and infpires 
her with haughtiliefs ; it is th^ foul of ta- 
lents, and gives birth to mafterpiecet of 
every kmd ; it conceals itielf even under the 
coarfeft attire aiid rags. In Africa, a favage 
cannot hide it : the teflimonies of approba- 
tion which we all beftowed upon my young 
Cadre, elevated his looks, and fiaade the 
mufcles of his face expand. Proud of /uch 
a triumph, and of my applaufes, his firet no 
4 longer 
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longer touched the earth; he meafured my 
height, llood clofe by my fide, and ieemed 
to fay. In what am I inferior to you ? 

His owu countrymen were 00 lefs charm- 
ed with his fuccefs : they fixed their eyes 
upon me, and endeavoured to difcover by my 
looks what efTeA this fpecimen of fkill had 
produced in my mind. 

I had afterwards feveral opportunities of 
observing, that thefe people want nothing 
1)ut an able chief at their head, and good or- • 
der eftablifited among them, to deAroy the 
Hottentot nation, and all the colonies ; but 
the fuperiority of our arms will render their 
courage and dexterity of no avail, whilfl they 
have no other weapons for their defence but 
affagays. 

After drawing his. lance from the body of 
the animal, the young CatTre flruck the iron 
^iqt of it feveral times into the fand, and 
carefully wiped it with a handful of grafs. 

I was extremely ibrry that I could not ex* 
plain myleif properly to tbe{e ilrangers; the 
length of time required for interpretation, 
and perhaps the narrow conception of the 
iuterp:¥ter, excited my impatience to fuch a 
degree 
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degr39 that I could Icarcely contain it. On 
the other hand,, being more open and lively 
than the Hpttentots, and having in their cha- 
raaernothingapprpaching to their taciturnity, 
thefe people gained upon me in volubility; 
and from the time of their arrival I had done 
nothing but return anfwers to thofe queilions 
with which their curiofity continually teazed 
me. As I wifhed;rather to be informed than 
to inform, I Bettered myfelf.with the hopes 
of feeing their- volubility of words and con- 
fufed geAures foon at an end j and that at 
length I alfo fliould have my turn, when 
their firll efifryefcence had fubfided. 

More provident than the Hottentots, and 
trufting lefs to chance for their fubiiftence, they 
had not fet out, as we commonly fay, with- 
oot^ full pockets. They had brought along 
with them feveral oxen intended for provi- 
^on.^and four more to carry their baggage. 
Nor had they forgot thofe beautiful baikets 
which I had; admired fo much among the 
Gonaquas j and which they propofed to ex- 
change by the way, or with us^ on very ad-p 
v^ntageous terms. • - They had ,^ alfo -. fome 
Cows with their cj^lves.jfo tliat-this cat-avan 
- . ' had 
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had^h airof weaJch and opulence which one 
could not expeft to find in the, difmal valleys 
of Savoy. , 

. I marked out* at fomo diftance^m -m^ 
camp, the precife ipot where I wiflied them 
to lodge ; and being more fortunate or better 
obeyed than Idomeneus, - when be built the 
city of Salentum, in the fpace of a few mi* 
nutes I faw a iinall colony rifing:befbre inc.' 
When our iires were kindled, the fbeep 
was cut into pieces and roafledj and in a 
httle time nothing remained, of it but the 
ikih. I was not ignorant how powerful an 
agent intereft is to move all men, and how 
much it tends to dilpofe them to benevolence. 
In my prefent fituatton I put in praftice 
this principle, which had fo often fucceeded 
with me before. Being defirous of gaining 
over thcTe Caffres as I had gained the fitft 
favages I. met with, and particularly the Go- 
naquas, I -diilributed among my guefts dif- 
ferent kinds of toys, and a certain quantity 
of tobacco. They received my prefents with 
great fatisfa^ion, and each immediately be> 
gan to ufe them. 

. But what chiefly engaged their attentioii; 

and what they would have gladly pilfered 

from 
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from me, wasiron. Tbey devourcdit with their 
eyes, extolling it highly, and feeming to raltie 
it above every thing elfe. Happening to feo 
1fi>ine hatchets, pick-axes* large augers, and 
uteniils of every kind, which were behind 
my waggons, they coveted them with a fort 
of impatience, and only wanted an opportu- 
nity to lay their hands upon themi I however 
veil knew in what manner favages ought to 
be treated; and I was Co little afraid, of them, 
that, even if I had not been Co well armed* 1 
flkould have willingly given up thefe objedts 
to tbem 1 but, as I carried along with me fo 
many implementSy they were become Co in* 
difpenfably nec^fiary, that it was impoflibie 
iot me to be generoifs, and facrifice them. 
Keverthelefs, in order that I might deftroy 
thor defire, or at leaft weaken its ardour, 
fince I could not deprive them of a know- 
ledge of theie valuable utenfils, I ordered 
them to be carefully concealed. From what 
I had learned of the embarraffinent under 
which thefe favages were with refpeft to 
their arms, I found that it was mdeed dan- 
gerous to expofe tbem to temptation any 
longer, as it might induce them to &}rm re- 
iblutioBS prejudicial to_my repofc, and to get 
pofiefliou 
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poSeflioQ of tboie articles by ilratagem, if 
they could not by open ftlrce. Such In ge* 
nerai is the charader of the real fwagic, and 
liich is nature. No one has a right to ret«n 
tbat which belongs to all, and the leaft tne- 
quality would be a fource of the greateft 
misfortunes. Whoever has read C^ain Cotk^s 
Vcyagef to the South Stas, mufthave remarked 
that this navigator and his crew never landed 
widiouc fuilaining fome lofs ; the iflandert 
robbed them even in their veflel, carried 
away the arms of thofe wba were fent out 
on hunting parties, and ftde the failoiv 
clothes, &c. Dr. Forfter informs us that 
Pr. Sparmanii, after bejng robbed of his 
fword, loft alio in the fame excurfion tw(H 
thirds of his clothes. The CafTres and tb« 
jtlotteidots have not yet attained to that de- 
gree of dexterity; but they are not entirely 
free from blame in this refpc^. To live on 
friendly terms with them, people muft wink 
at many petty lo&s, or lock up their pro* 
^rty carefully. 

I had a ctmvincing proof of the prefltng 
nece0ity under which the CafFres were of 
procuring iron. I blamed myielf for having 
made them advance perhapa too .ibon, and 

for 
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for not having taken proper precautibnSi 
I however followed them, and gave orderS 
that, they {hould be narrowly watched i 
and both I and K-laas perceived, though not 
without uneafinefs, by the manner in which 
they converfed together, and meafured the 
length and thicknefs of the bands that fur* 
rounded the wheels of my carriagjes, how 
much delighted they were With this treafurel 
Had thcfe people been able to read^ and had 

. they found in certain books, replete with ex- 
cellent morality, which are common in the ' 
hands of our ladies of fafliion, that the fim* 
pleft means of refifting temptation is to yield 
to it — this maxim, which is rather too phi- 
lolbphical, would not have been conHdered 
by the CaSres as a plea&ntry, much lefs as 
an abfurdity, and my ruin would have been 
unavoidable.' 

The jealous ajid fufpicious eyes of my 
Ho^entots were however ftill attentive to 
evety thing that pafTed ; and, as if my own 
remarks had hot been fufficitfot, they came 
every :rpoment to a^d; theirs, and to enter- 
tain mc with fomenew fcene; I iafily gueff* 
ed their motives, for I evfery rnoment faw a 
fpirit,:o£ difcord fomepting amongft them j 
» and 
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and It was then that, taking the whole blame, 
I juftly reproached myfelf" for occafioniiig 
the fenfible coolnefs I remarked among my 
feople, which my too great precipitation 
had given rife to ; and I regretted that I 
had very unfeafonably flopped at Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, to folicit the affiAance of all the 
planters, who by their fpeeches frightened 
my people, and difturbed the harmony of 
my caravan : fo true It h that the fuccefs of 
every enterprifc depends upon iecrccy. 

At this time I indeed faw nothing to 
alarm me t for' we had too great a fuperio- 
rity over oilr gdefts, both in ftrength and in 
arms, had itiieen neceflary to have recoirffe to 
violence, the laft means which ought to be em- 
ployed with favages. I had no occafion to be 
apprehenfive of any furprife on their part, as 
the fpot I had affigned them was fo fituated 
that the fmalleft attempt would have occa- 
fioned their dcftruftion j but this did not 
prevent me from redoubling my pfec&utions 
and ieverityj hoth to keep my people to their 
duty, and to convince my guefts that they 
Could neither attack me openly, nor by ftra- 
tagem, with any hopes of fuccefs. If I ex- 
cept two of my chafleurs whom I every day 
;■ Vol. II. N fint 
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lent to procure provifions, and four other 
people who guarded my cattle at pafture^ 
there was not one of them that ever went 
out of iny Gght. As f<»' nie, I remained con- 
tinuallj in my camp, where I fpent whole; 
days in converfing with the Caffies, and in 
making an interpreter explain their anfwer^ 
to thofe quefttons which I erery moment put 
to them, from a dejire of being iaftro£teclA 
and receiving certain information relpe^img 
this nation, ftlU lefs known than that of the 
Hottentots. Our mutual embarralTment, and 
the dilficuhy of trauflating our di&rent ex-^ 
preiHons, wafted, I muft own, a great deal . 
of time. The knowledge 1 acquired every 
day came Jo ilowly, and* amounted to fy 
little, that I {pent a whole week in thefe la« 
borious converfations : but filling at length 
nothing but affability and protnCy amongft 
them, and being convinced that they a^ed 
£ncerely and without deceit, I wa& under 
much lei» reftraint : I laid afide fome o£ my 
referve, and obliged all my people to be per- 
feflly eafy amongft them. 

In a little time, a better acquaintance with 

their- language rendered our eonverfation} 

much morfriuterefting; 1 be^n to m:^ my- 

7 fttf 
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ftlf UnderJdood, and I compreheudetf much 
hdttet what they faid to me^ 

They were continuaily importuning me to 
follow ihem to their country, and they twen- 
ty times repeated all thoie inducements which 
my interpreter had mentioned on his arrival. 
I was indeed too much inclined to liften to 
thefe (educing ihvitations ; but it never wasmy 
intentioU to let out with them \ the reafon of 
tbis will be feen hereafter. I therefore beg- 
ged to be exculx;d, telling them that it was 
impoffible for me to get ready fo foon as 
jchfty wiihedi and then examining them all 
in the ftrideft manner, I added, that, not , 
being acquainted with their country myfelf, 
I had been told that it was filled with moun- 
tains and woods> difficult to be palled, and 
that on this account I could tiot carry my 
oxen aud carriages along with me. They ap- 
peared to be very little a^'^d with this de- 
ciarationf and from the pleafurc which they 
feemed to tcftify on my promifing foon to pay 
them a vifit, 1 judged that they had no great 
hopes of getting pc^ffion of my large pick- 
axes, and the iron that furrounded the wheels 
of mj waggdns* 

In proptlrtion, however, as I exprelled 
N 3 my 
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my frtendiliip towards them, apd made them 
promifes^ I obferved their vengeance kindle 
up in fheir countenances, and that they 
ieemed to place their only hopes of fafety 
in tne. They held many conferences, prefled 
clofe one to another, and fufficieutly {hewed- 
by their geftures the high opinion which 
they had formed of my flrength, and of my 
fincere defire to ferve them. The name of 
the ferocious inhabitant of Bruyntjcs-Hoogtc 
was continually in their mouths ; and one 
of them, ihaking his head through fpite and 
rage^^told me that, among other vidims, his 
wife ready to Ue-in, and two children, had 
been butchered by the hand of this planter; 
and that a thirH: of blood had hurried him to 
this crime, merely from a pleafure of com*- 
mitting it. However ihocking the following 
anecdote may appear, I muft give it a place 
here, in the fame manner in which it was 
told me, and as it has been iince certified to 
me more than twenty times. 

At a time when the planters dfid the Ca^ 
fres lived on good terms together, and had 
no reafon to fear or to perfecutc each other, 
the tiger ofBruyntjes-HoogtCj'who was dis- 
concerted .by this. harmony, and who could 

not 
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not be happy except when furrounded by 
carnage and llaughter, in hopes of Airring 
up the flames of war* and reviving ancient 
qnarrels, thought proper to procure from the 
town a few gun-barrels, which were of no 
more value than old iron. Having eafily found 
means to exchange them with theCaffi-es.who 
arc always in want of fuch things, before he 
delivered them he fpiked up the touch-holes, - 
put a double charge of powder into each of 
them, and filleid them with nails and pieces of' 
iron, which he rammed into them up to the 
mouth.' The unhappy favnges, who were 
not acquainted with fire-arms but from their 
effects, and who knew nothing of their mc- 
chapifm, carried home their barrels, and pre* 
pared to form them into afTagays. The fires ' 
being kindled, and the fatal barrels put into 
them, as foon as they grew hot the powder. 
took fife, aad produced a dreadful explofion, 
which in a moment fcattered the immenfe - 
furnace, the workmen, and their inftrumcnts; 
and even wounded a great many who ftood 
at a confiderable diftance. One of them who 
told me this circumftance, of which the 
whole horde were witneffes, made me count 
the wounds he received by this tragical cx- 
N 3 periment, 
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periment, and the indelible fears with which 
his whole body was covered. 

One anecdote of this nature is fufficietit to 
Jaftify the implacable hatred which rages ia 
the rankled brea{^s of the Caffi-es} and whicl^ 
we may even fay that they bring into the 
world with them. Why, therefore, ihould 
we confider as the efie&s of a difpofitioii 
naturally ferocious^ thole fudden j^od unez-- 
pe£ted attacks, which are only at bottom 
juil reprifals ? Nature has not he^n more 
a flep-mother to the Caffres than to an; 
other favage nation i all equally rcToU 4t in- 
jofticc aad tyranny; and the calmeft aoct 
moil peaceable beings that we know, the 
Caribs of the ibuthern coafts of Ainerica, ar« 
transformed into furious lions, if any incon- 
Jiderate inrader only dares to attack thcfn in 
their humble retreats. 

If the Caffres, when oppreiTBd by perfe- 
cmion, and continually plundered and ha- 
raHed, have been induced to commit. ads of 
cruelty; if their plans for being reveqged 
have ibmetimes fuccccded ; and if they have 
trod down and deftroyed ciop«, burnt plan<: 
tationt, and mafiacred the proprietors, the 
white people lent them their fury, by giv-: 
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ing dttfm emnples of the moft horrid out- 
j-ages. 

The hatred of Uie Ciffris U ftill linfortu* 
lately extended to a part of the Hottentots, 
vhom the ^fidious and treacha-ous policy 
of the planters has perverted, and engaged 
in their confpiracies, in order to leiTeil 
thoft rifqaes to which the method neccf^ 
ftry to be purfued with the Caffres ex- 
pofes them, and to be able to meet theni 
Upon an eqiul footing. Thefe precautions^ . 
however,: are often of no avait againft: the 
dddrefs and adive vigilance of the enemy* 
The Hottentot, too timid, and too badly 
irAied, to fliew himfelf openly, depends 
much upon ftratagem : taking upon himfelf 
the office of fpy, he filently reconnoitres thti 
pofta occupied by the adverfe party i and^ 
above all, thofe where their treafiires are de-> 
poiited. Bat the {Hercing ^e of the Ca^re 
ibon difcovers his iecret motions i and dart-> 
ing upon the fpy like an arrow, he inftantly 
Sacrifices him to his vengeancef 

By iludying t&ifi nation, fo much afperfed, 
every day, more and more, I began to enter- 
tain a DO lefs favourable opinion of them 
than } did of that of the Hottentots ; ao4 
N 4 from 
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from my own principles, and manner of be- 
having to the ravages, I could not allow my- 
felf to think that I was in any danger frdm 
either of them. My hours^ the pleafures and 
occupations of which I continually varied, 
rolled on like the pail, without trouhle- and 
without uneaHnefs. I had begun my hunt- 
ing excurfions, and my gueAs followed me 
in turns; but I chofe to be accompanied, in 
preference to any other, by my young Caffre, 
jwho afforded me the fatisfaflion of feeing 
fometimes a gnou fall by his hand, and 
fumetimes other animals, which he killed^ 
with: his formiditble affagay. with as much 
dexterity as he had fliewn in piercing the 
iheep. In one of our hunting parties he af-- 
£fted me to kill a male hippopotamus of an 
extraordinary fize; it was the only one we 
had met with, and perhaps the only one to be 
found in the compafs often miles: the firing 
of our fufeest which thundered on all fides 
from morning till night, had undoubtedly 
frightened all the reft. I did not find in 
fhiis one that flavour which had given me fo 
much plesfure in the firft female I killed. 
My people pretended that it was too old; and' 
thftt, befides, a ftm^ was always fuperior in- 
delicacy. 
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delicicy. Its flefli had a more foVid confift. 
ence, bat it was not fo thick as that of the 
females, which differ in nothing from what 
we call in France peit't JaU i but, above all, it 
was diiguiUngly rancid, except for the palate 
of a Hottentot. Th^ Cafires, who are not fo 
fond of greafe as the Hottentots, fct no great 
value upon it, apd preferred the 6cfli of their 
oxen. Even the iheep did not tempt them t 
and this may foiHciently account for their 
ttcvcf breeding any of thefe animals. 

I had not yet taken a near view of the 
horned cattle which they brought along with 
them, becftuie at tjreak of day they-ftrayed 
to the thickets- and pailures, and were not 
brought back by their keepers -till the even- 
ing. ; One day, however, having repaired to 
their kraal very early, I was much furprifed 
wben'I firft beheld.one of thefe animals^ I 
(carcely knew them to be oxen and cows: 
not on accouQt of their being much fmaller , 
than ours, fince I obferved in them the fame 
form, and the fame fundamental charaftenf- 
tics, 'in which I could not be deceived ; but 
on account of the multiplicity of their horns, 
and the variety of tb^r diSerent twiiliings. 
Th?y I>ad 4 great Tcfembl»jice to thofe ma- - 

rinc . 
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fine produAioDS, known by ntttbraliils diilder 
the name oijiags homi» Being at this time 
periuaded that thefe concrctidns, of which t 
had no idea* were a peculiar prefent of na^ 
tare* I confidered the Cafire oxen as a va-> 
ricty of the fpecies : but I was undeceived by 
tny guefts, who informed me tliat this fin-* 
gularity was only the effed of their inven<* 
tion and tafte ; and that, by means of a pro-r 
cefs with which they were well acquainted, 
they tould not only multiply tbefe horris, 
Imt alfo giv? tbcm any fortns that their ii^a- 
gioation might fuggpil. Having offered to 
exhibit their fkill in my prefence, if I.ha4 
suiy delire of learning th«ir method, it ap- 
p^red to vnQ fa new and uncommon, tliat I 
was willing to ferve an apprenticeship; and 
for feveral days I attended 9, regular coyrfe 
c^ leflbns on this fubjeft. 

They talce the anima} at as tend*r aa age 
as poflible j and, when the horns begin to ap- 
jwar, they make a fmjdl vertical incifioa in 
them with a faw, ^r with any other inftru- 
ment that may be fubAituted for it, and di-* 
vide them into two parts. This divilioa 
makes the hotns, yet tender, feparate of 
themfelvesj fo th«t in tim^ the animal ha» 

fpUf' 
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four vtTj diftina: ones. U they widi to 
have Bx, or even more, feveral notches made 
with the faw produce as many as may be re- 
quired : but if they are defirous of forcing 
one of thefe divifions, or the whole horn* to 
form, for example, a complete circle, they 
put away from the point, which mufl not be 
hurt, a fmall part of its thicknefs j and this 
arapatation, often renewed, and with much 
patience, makes (he horn bend in a contrary 
diredion } and the point meeting the root, 
it esfatbits (he appearance of a perfed circle. 
As it is certain that incilion always caufea 
a greater or lefs degree of bending, it may 
he readily conceived that every variation that 
caprice cai) imagine may be produi;ed by 
this fimple method. 

In fiiort, one muft be born a Caifre, and 
have his tafte and patience, to fubmit to that 
minute carp and unwearied attention required 
for this operation, which in this country can 
only be ufelefs, but which in other climates 
would be hurtful : for the horn, thus disfi- 
gured, would become weak ; whereas, when 
preferved ftroog and entire, it keeps at a dif> 
tance the famiOied bear^ and wolves of Eu- 

Whim 
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Whilft I was among the Caifres^f funreying 
^eir oxen and utenfils, and harailing them 
with queftions refpediog their country, their 
manners, and their cuAoms, my attention 
was attracted by a hollow noife which Teemed - 
to proceed from a great diftancc, and which 
ilruck my ear at certain intervals. Having- 
afkqd them what it was, and whether they 
heard it as well as T, they .informed me that 
three or four of their companions were em- 
ployed at the bottom of a Imall rock, whidi 
they had difcovered in the neighbourhood, 
in forging fome arms from bits of old iron 
they had brought with them, or procured in 
exchange by thp way. Being equally anxious- 
to know whether they had not ftole fome qf 
my utenlils, as curious to learn their manner 
of proceeding in an operation fo difficult for 
ikvages, deftitute of even the limpleft tools, 
I prevfiiled on two of them to leave the reJl, 
and to conduct me to the forge. As this unr 
expected vifit, which furnifhed me with an 
opportunity of giving thcie people fome 
information refpe£ling the ^rll mechaniiin 
of a forge, of which they,had litjle idea, 
may have been attended with very import- 
ant confcqucncc?, I muft not omit the leaft 
circuraftancc 
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circumftance of ^ fccne, which was equally 
new to me as well as to thcfe favagcs. 

. The Caffres forge and fabricate their own 
aHkgay ; but, as they are not acquainted with 
any of the properties of iron except its mal- 
leability, their art does not extend fo far as 
to caft it i and on this account they mud 
have that* which has been already wrought. 
They arc wonderfully expert in applying to 
their own purpofes old gun-barrels, hoops, 
and other pieces of iron. Their aiTagays are 
of two kinds: in one the handle is entirely 
of iron, and perfeftly round j the other, 
which is more Ikilfully, I ought rather to 
fay cruelly, formed, has a fquare handle, and 
two of the angles are full of notches inclin- 
ing downwards, whilft thofe of the two al- 
ternate ones incline in a, contrary direfHon; 
which occalions a dreadful laceration in the 
■fleft], whether they enter the body or are ex- 
tracted from it. Their patience cannot fail 
•to excite admiration, when one thinks that 
with a" block of granite, or even common 
rock, which fervcs them for an anvil, and 
a piece of the fame fubftance for a hammer, 
they fabricate arms as well finlflied as if they 
had come from the hands of the mofl lIcil-_ 

ful 
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ful artlft. I defy any btackfautht notwith' 
{landing all his ikill, and every effort of his 
ingenuity, to form any thing» with the two ia- 
fttumcnts ] have mentioaed^ equal to what is 
ptx}duced by thefe favagos. 

Thofe whgm I faw were colle^ed around 
a huge fire, at the boHom of a rocky emi* 
uence, and were drawing from it a pretty 
large bar of iron, which was red hot. Hav« 
ing placed it on the anvil, they began to beat 
it with ftoues exceedingly hard, and of fuch a 
figure as rendered them eafy to be held and 
managed in the hand.. They ieemed to per- 
form their work with much dexterity. But 
what appeared to me moil extraordinary, and 
ai&rded me an excellent opportunity of giv- 
ing them fbme uiefdl le0bns on its mecha- 
toifm, had they been capable of putting them 
in pradice, was their bellows. Their bellows 
indeed, which was a moft wretched inftru-* 
ment, was compofed of a Oieep's Ikin properly 
ftripped off, and well fewed Thofe parts 
that covered the four feet, which had beea 
cut offas ufeleTs, and even incommodious, were 
tied. They had alfo cut off the head ; and 
placed in the orifice of the neck the mouth 
of a gun barrel, around which the ikin was 
draws 
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^rawn (t^ether, and carefully faftencd. The 
peribn who ufed this inftrutnent, holding the 
pip^ to the fire with one hand, pufhed 6ar^ 
wards and drew back the extremity of the 
ikia with the other } and though this fatigu- 
ing method did not always give inteniity to 
the fire fufficient to heat the iron, yet as thefe 
poor Cyclops were acquainted with no other, 
they were never difcouraged. I fincerely pi- 
tied them ; and the pains they took to accom- 
plifli their end, redoubled the pleafure which 
I enjoyed in poiutkig out to them an eaHer 
and much more effedual procefs. I had great 
4iiSculty to make thetn comprehend how 
much fuperior the beUo\ys of our forges iix 
Europe were to their invention ; and being 
perfuadcd that the little they might catch of 
my explanation would foon efcape from their 
memories, and would confequently be of no 
real advantage to them, I refolved to add ex- 
ample to preceptt and to operate myfelf in 
their prefence. Having difpatched one of my 
people to our camp, with orders to bring 
the bottoms of two boxes, a piece of a fum- 
mer krols, a hoop, a few fmall n^ils, a ham- 
mer, a faw, and other tools that I might hare 
^ccaiion for — as f^on as he returned, I form- 
ed 
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cd in great hafle* and in a very rude mati-^ 
ner, a pair of bellows, which were not ntiore 
powerful than thofe generally ufed in our 
kitchens. Two pieces <Jf hoop^ which I placed 
in the infide, fcrted to keep the Ikin always 
at au equal dlflance ; and I did not forget to 
make a hole in the inferior part, to give a 
readier admittance to the air— a fimple me- 
thod of which they had i\p conception, and 
for want of which they were obliged to wafle 
a great deal of time in filling their fheep's 
fkra. I had no iron pipe; but, aa I only meant 
to make a model, I fixed to the extremity of 
mine a toothpick cafe, after fawing off one 
of its ends. I then placed my iiiftrumcnt on 
the ground, near the Hre; and having fixed' a 
forked Hick in the ground, I laid acrofs it a 

- kind of lever, which was faftened to a bit of 
packthread procoeding from the bellows, and 
to which was fixed a piece of lead weighing 
fcven or eight pounds. To form a juft idea 
of the furprife of thefe Caffres on this pcca* 
fion, one muft have feen with what attention 
they beheld all my operations ; the uncer- 

■ tainty under which they were, and their anx- 
iety to difcover what would be. the evePM*. 
They could not reftrain their acekoMtifMis, 

when- 
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\Vlifen they faw me by a few eafy motions, 
and with one hand, give their fire the greateft 
aiSivity, by the velocity with which I made 
my machine draw in, and again force out the 
air. Putting fome pieces of iron into their 
fire, I made them in a few minutes red hot, 
which they undoubtedly could not have done 
in half an hour. This (pecimen of my ikill 
raifed th^r aftoniOiment to the higheft pitch* 
I may venture to fay that they were almofl 
convulfed and thrown into a delirium. They 
danced and capered around the bellows ; each 
tried them in turns, and they clapped their 
hands the better to tefttfy their joy* They 
begged me to make them' a prefent of this 
wonderful machine^ and feemed to wait for 
my anfwer with impatience, not imagining, 
as I judged, that I would readily give up 
lb valuable a piece of furniture, It would 
adbrd me great plcafure to hear, at fome fti- 
ture period, that they make ufe of my bel- 
lows that they have brought them to per- 
feftion ; and, above all, that they preferve 
a remembrance of that ftranger who firft 
fupplied them with the moft elTential in- 
ftrument in metallurgy. 
The inhabitant of CafTraria llvM fo fami- 
Vot.n. O liarly 
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llarl/ amidA his cattle, and ipeaks to them 
yr'ah fo much mildiiers, that they pay the 
moil p^rfeA obedience to his voice. As they 
are never tormented or cruelly treated by their 
keepers, thefe pacific animals never ufe againil: 
them tbofe arms which they have received 
from nature. The owner taking upon him- 
ielf the care of inftru£ting and cleaning them, 
does not even tie up the cows in order to be 
milked. If maternal renfa^tiansy however, Ipeak 
forcibly to their inAin^, and induce them tQ 
keep back their milk for the ufe, of their 
young, the means employed by the Caffre? 
to compel them to yield it, are much fiinpler 
and lefs diigufting than thofe employed by 
the Hottentots. A ihackle is put round one 
of the auimal*s h'uid feet; a robuA man tbeo 
drags it backwards, and being hurt by this 
attitude, fhe immediately fuffers her milk to 
flow. The fame method is purfued when a ~ 
cow has been deprived of her calf. Whether 
this difference between thefe cows and thofe 
of Europe arifes from their nature, their 
fpecies, or the climate ; it is certain that it 
exifts, and that the expedient I have noen- 
tioned is neceffary, and generally praftifed 
by the favages. 

4 The 
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Tiie milk is received in bafkets of that 
.kind which I have already mentioned, and 
which are generally made by the women. 
Their fize depends upon fancy,' but their 
form is always the fame. Being extremely 
light, and in no danger of breaking, they are, 
without doubt, preferable to our veflels, of 
whatever fubllance they .may be. As the 
women who were in my camp had not for- 
got their tools, and had brought reeds with 
them, that they might not remain Idle. I 
amufed myfelf in feeing them weave feme of 
thefe pretty baikets, which they eagerly ex- 
changed with me for toys, ai foon as they 
bad finifhed them. 

Before they drew down the milk into 
thefc veffels, they took care to wafli them 
thoroughly! but this was Icfs owing to a 
turn for cleanlinefs, than with a defign to 
render themclofer in their texture; for, how- 
ever much prcpoffeffed I may be in favour of 
thefe favages, as I profefs that it is my in- 
tention to fay every thing refpeftiftg them 
that I know, I muft not conceal even their 
faults. I muft acknowledge, therefore, that 
the CafFres are conftantly accuftomed ta 
fcafon their utenfils with their own urine; 
O 2 an<l 
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and that they never give themfelves the 
trouble to fearch for water, when it is not 
clofe at hand. 

This method, which they pradtifed before 
my eyes, was not very delicate. They took 
care every evening to bring me a balket full of 
milk, which my people and Kees, much lefs 
difficult than their mafter, gladly accepted. 
I, however, carefully avoided to fhew before 
my neighbours the invincible difguft which 
their daily prefents gave me; and I would 
rather have been poifoned For a few mo- 
ments than have diilrelTed or mortified them 

. by a refufal ; , for it has always been my 
maxim, in all the places through which I 
paffed, never to oppofe received cuftoms. 
Nothing ofFends or irritates a people fo much 
as to attack, by fatire and ridicule, their opi- 

' nions, their tafte, and their ufagesj and, in- 
deed, nothing is more abfurd and indecent. I 
am forry that I have this accufation to make 
againft the moft focial and the moft amiable 
of nations ; and to fee them in this refpcil 
an objed of reproach even to their neareft 
neighbours. Can it appear ftrange that one 
does not obfcrve at London, the air, the man- 
ners, and the poliieucfs, of the agreeable cox- 
comb 
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comb of the banks of the Seine ? A man of 
fenfe never condemns, in an open manner, 
any thingt that he fees praftifed in thofc 
countries through which he travels : how- 
ever ridiculous their prejudices may be, he 
pretends to refpe£l them, becaufe he has no 
right to oppofe them. This method, which 
leaves an open field for refledion, procures 
him a flattering reception, and thofe atten- 
tions which are due to all men of every 
country. If there be any cafe in which the 
application of thefe principles is indtfpen- 
fably neccflary, it is, above all, with rcfpcA 
to favagt.s. In my opinion, nothing is fu- 
perior to roaft beef and plum pudding, 
when I dine in England ; I' would fwallow 
train oil with the Laplander; and, among 
the Hottentots, contented with their {teaks, 
I could eafily forget bread, and confider corn 
as of no utility. 

However ftrong the attachment of a CafFre 
may be to his flocks, it is by no means ex- 
clufivc ; he has a violent affeftion, that even 
becomes a kind of paflion, for his dog, and 
he fhews every attention, and the mod ex- 
travagant fondnefs, for this animal; grati- 
tude, therefore, foon induces it to become 
O 3 his 
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his beft friend. My pack were never fb 
much care^ed, nor (o well fed, as during the 
time that this fmall horde remained with 
me : my great Yager, above all, excited their 
admiration} they continually told me, that 
he.wa&amoft noble animal; and fo much 
were their minds infatuated in this refpeft, 
that there was not a fingle man in the com- 
pany, who, if I had defired it, would not 
have given twelve oxen in exchange for him. 
It muft be allowed that Yager was one of 
the ilrongell and bell made dogs in the co- 
lonies. Neither he nor any of his compa- 
nions ever quitted my gucfts, with whom 
they fpent the greater part of the day in 
their fcraals. Thefc good people fuffered 
them to lap quietly the milk in their baf- 
fcets J nor did they ever dare to touch it un- 
til thefe parafites were fatisfied. I am firmly 
pcrfuaded, that thefe animals, which" return- 
ed every evening to their kennels, would 
have beep of no fervice to us, had wc been 
threatened with any danger from the fa- 
vages. They were fo much attached to the 
Caffres, and had become fo little accuftomed 
tP my people, that when any of them wan- 
ijercd tpohv, apd returned to the camp later 
thian 
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l9ian ufual, he was obliged to call out to his 
companions to confine the dogs, to prevent 
Jiis being attacked, and perhaps torn to 
pieces. 

On the flighted: appearance of any trea- 
cherous defign on the part of the CafFres, I 
would have ordered my whole pack to be 
tied up i but, as I faw nothing that could 
awaken my fufpicions, had I prevented them 
from enjoying the company of my dogs, I 
ihould only have mortified them to no pur- 
pofe, and deprived them of a pleafure which 
attached them more and more to my per- 
fon ; and I Ihould have befides deflroyed that 
freedom which rendered them every moment 
more flncere. 

6elides»-my manner of thinking, in this 
refpe£t, was peculiar to myfelf. In vain 
Ihould I have attempted to jnake the Hot- 
tentots adopt my opinions ; for a panic ter- 
ror keeping them always in continual dread, 
all my reprefentations and remarks on the 
openncfs and affability of thefe Grangers, 
and even their own imprudent acknowledg- 
ments, were not capable of rooting out their 
prejudices. Caffraria, according to them, 
was fpon to be the tomb which I took a 
O 4 pleafure 
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pleafure to dig with my own hands ; and as 
they refufed to be accomplices in my death, 
they would by no means confent to be the 
vidims of my raflinefs. Neither the fear of 
punlfhment, when I fhould return to the 
Dutch fettlements» nor my threats of chaf- 
tifing fuch bafe deferters on the fpot* could 
move them from their refolution. 

This cljange always appeared to me to bo 
fomething new; and I was much vexed to fee 
them fo obftinate in thwarting my defires, and 
fo forgetful of their duty. I had, it is true, 
found them refradlory and difobedient before 
I arrived at Bruyntjes-Hoogte, when I faw 
myfelf cruelly abandoned by the horde who 
had for fome time trarvelled along with me, 
and by the detachment that joined me in the 
night : but here circumftances were widely 
different. We had no affurances or promifes 
from the Caffi-csj we had never before fallen 
in with any of them j their manners, their 
character, and their way of living, were en-» 
tirely unknown to us ; prejudice, which is gc- , 
nerally ftrengthened by the abfence of dan^ 
ger, had always reprefented them to us as 
p. ferocious and fanguinary people. The 
fchemc of pcnctratiagthrough their country 
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as &ras the fea» might therefore juftly alarm, 
men deftitute of firmnefs and intrepidity; 
but at this tirne I could fee nothing iri their 
refufal except obAinacy and difpbedience, 
and a certain fpirit of diforder, which in- 
ipired them with a diflike for the tedioufnefs 
and fatigue of fo long a journey. Other 
caufes, which I did not then know, and 
which I difcovcred too late, contributed alfo 
to the fame end. 

Being, however, determined to follow my 
own plan, and wifhing to be accompanied 
grJy by people who had never dared to Ihew 
the leafl ligns of difobedience, who could 
boaft of having' fubje^fed obftacles to my 
pleafure, and who had never di(Sated to their 
thief, as maxiqis of prudence, what were 
only the precautions of their fear and pufiUa- 
pimity, I tormented my imaginatipn, if I 
may fo exprefs it, and made a thoufand ef- 
forts to devife fome means of extricating^ , 
myfelf from my difagreeable fituation. 

I depended upon Klaas at on myfelf, and 
I was equally fure of old Swariepoel and my 
hunter Zean, who had followed me from 
Milk-Valley, and who killed for me the 
firft txeiran or blue antelope: Pit and Adam 
were 
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were likewife both ftrongly attached to me j 
and Narina's coufin, and two of his compa- 
nions, had offered me their fervices : but all 
thefe three being entirely unacquainted witH 
the ufe of fire-arms, might be as much afraid 
of difcharging a fufee as of receiving the fire 
of others. They, however, added to my 
number, and I hoped to be able to derive 
feme benefit from their afliftance. The 
Greeks who burnt the city of Troy had nei- 
ther the ftrength nor the arms of Achilles. 

With thefe eight people I refolvcd there- 
fore to attempt this journey j , but as my plan 
was not yet properly digcftcd, I thought it 
would be proper not to give any intimation 
of my defign until the departure of the 
Caffres, whom I wifhed above all not to 
Jtnow any thing of it. 

A fecret, however, which had hitherto 
efcaped me, notwithftanding all my forefight 
and care, unexpeftedly cleared up part of my 
fufpicions. Klaas arriving one afternoon 
from a hunting excurfion, entered my tent, 
and informed mc that four baftard Hotten- 
tots were concealed in my camp, and that 
he fufpedted them to be fpies fent by the 
planters of Bruyntjcs-Hoogte. He undcr- 
ftood, 
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flood, he faid, from fuch part of the conver- 
fation of tliefe villains as he could overhear, 
that the whites knew of the arrival of the 
Caffrcs at my camp, and of thfelr rcfidcnce 
there ; that they all murmured on this ac- 
count, and were ^ftoniihed that I Should re- 
ceive their moft inveterate enemies with fo 
much cordiality.. Klaas ftrongly urged mc to 
be on my guard until he ihould learn more; 
requeillng me, above all, to be extremely cau- 
tious of tt'ufling one of my people, named 
Slinger, whom he believed to be privy to 
their defigns, and to co-operate fecretly with 
the four cmiiTaries. 

Filled with indignation at the audaciouf- 
nefs df thefe people, and the aifurahce which 
they had to enter my camp, I ordei^ed them 
immediately to be brought before the. By 
their timid and embarralTed gait, I . could 
cafiiy perceive their guilt; and I alkcd them, 
in a ftern manner, by whofe orders they bad 
flared to introduce themfelvcs among my 
people, and to conceal themfelves without 
letting me know, as if they hoped to efcape 
detection. This fpeech, delivered rather in 
a harfh tone, my' threats of infliding inftant 
punidiment upon them, and the paffion 
with 
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with which all my features were animated, 
frightened them fo much, that they were in- 
capable of returning an anfwer. I added, 
that I fufFered no fpies near me; that I al- 
ways fufpeiSted thofe who entered my camp 
privately, and that they deferved to be pu>- . 
nifiied as traitors; that I did not confider 
them of fo much confcqucnce as to proceed 
to fuch an extremity; but that they might, 
whatever had been their intention, tell thofe 
who fcnt them every thing they had fccn ; 
that being perfeilly matter of my own will, 
no one had a' right to call me to an account 
for my actions; that an irreproachable con- 
duit placed me beyond the reach of fear; 
that, as I never efpoufcd quarrels in which I 
had.no concern, I had no reafon for enter- 
ing into any with thcfc Caffres, by whom I 
was furrounded, and to whom 1 would rea* 
dily render thofe ferviccs which friendly an4 
iuoilenfive people had a right to expe£t from 
the compafTionate and jufl part of mankind; 
that I would be aiifwerable for their good be- 
haviour, and take them under my protedtion 
as long as they remained with me; but that 
equity, which prompted me to defend them, 
would a!fo determine me to turn my arqis 
againft 
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againfl them, (hould I obferve them make the 
leaft attempt to difturb the repofc »f the 
planters, I concluded by obferving, that I 
was fufficiently acquainted with the conduft 
of both, to be convinced that thefe favages, 
vrho breathed nothing but peace and tran- 
quillity, would never be the iirft to give thft 
iignal for committing hoftillties. 

After this difcourle, which was rather 
fliarp, I ordered thefe four baftard Hottentots 
inAantly to quit my camp, and made four of 
my fuiileers accompany them until they 
Ihould be out of my fight. I warned them, 
that if ever they fliould think proper to return, 
whatever might be their pretext, I would 
purfue them as I would do wild beads j and 
every other perfon who might appear with the 
like intentions, as thofe which had brought 
them. This laft threat fecmed to make a 
considerable impreilion on my Hottentots ; 
who, on hearing the nolfe, had affembled 
around my tent. When it came to their 
tufa to be interrogated refpedting the fecret 
abode of thefe fpies, whom 'they had har- 
boured in fo criminal a manner in my camp, 
not one of them ventured to utter a fmgle 
word in his own defence. I therefore gave 

vent 
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vent to Very cutting and fevere reproacliesj 
' and threatened to put the firft of them to 
death who ihould dare to dire^ his fteps to- 
wards that quarter in which the planters 
lived, with whom I wiflicd them to have no 
communicatiQn ^I'hatever. As for Slinger, 
I treated him in a very harih manper>,9nd 
poiitively forbade him ever to quit his poft 
without my leave. 

The Caffres, who were prefent at this 
Icene, having remarked that I had more than 
once alluded to them by my gefhtres, th&y 
feemed to be alarmed ^t the marks of anger 
which were difplayed in my looks, and by the 
conAernation that prevailed among my Hot- 
tentots. They readily perceived how much 
I was incenfed agaiuA them for what had 
pafled in my camp ; but as they underwood 
lefs of our language than I underftood of 
theirs, they were as muchfurprifed asuneafy 
at all this noife. By their eyes, which they 
turned firft to one iide and then to another, 
and fixed fometimes on our countenances, 
they expreffed the perplexity and fufpenfe 
with which their minds were agitated. 
Hans, however, took care to explain this 
enigma, and I thought that they then be- 
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came much more compofed ; but when he 
informed them that the planters had takea 
fhelter ib near us^ riiey were plunged into 
.the utmoft diArefs. They imagined that, 
being informed by the four fpies, whom I 
had difmifled, of their abode with me, thele 
treacherous and vindt£ti?e white men would 
immediately haHen to attack them, and to 
deftroy them even in my camp. In vain did * 
I endeavour to allay their fears^ by alTuring 
them that they were perfe£tly fafe, and that 
I would fupport and protect them. I no 
longer beheld In them that open and fincere 
joy which proceeds from tranquillity of mind, 
, They conferred much more than ufual with 
one another, and appeared as if they were 
concerting meafures together, and wilhed 
only to depart, in order that they might fly 
from the danger that threatened them. Hans, 
who had accompanied them that evening 
when they retired to their kraal, confefled to 
me next morning, that they fufpedted him 
to be a traitor who had enticed them to me 
to be butchered, and that, confequently, I 
myfelf was not free from fufpicion ; that 
they remembered one of thefe four baftard 
whites to" have often vifitcd their country, un- 
der 
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der the pretence of exchanging cattle ; thdt, 
believing him to be a linccre friend, they 
had repofed the greateft confidence in himj 
and never faw him arrive among them with* 
out teftifying their joy at his prefence ; but 
that this monfter footi betrayed them in the 
bafeft manner, and that he durft not after- 
wards appear amongft them, from a dread of 
finding, in fudden death, a juft punifhmcnt 
for his villany, 

Hans informed me befides, that they had 
formed a refolution to return ; and that they 
begged him to prevail upon me to give them 
fome old iron, in exchange for a few oxen 
which they bad brought along with them. 
I, however, flatly refufed to grant them this 
article, giving them to undcrftand that it 
was impoflible for me to comply with their 
requeft, as I was unwilling to be accufed of 
having fupplied them with arms againft the 
planters ; that, without any interefted views, 
and merely from a defire of obliging them, I 
ftiould, under any other circumftances, h4ve 
been extremely happy to give them this 
mark of friendftiip ; but that they muft be 
fenfible, as affairs then flood, that I was not 
at liberty to behave towards them fo ho- 
nourably 
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nbtirably as 1 w'llhed j that, except iron, cvtty 
thing I pofleffed was at their fervice ; that 
I would give them a proof of this before 
their departure : and, to Ibften the harfti- 
nefs of my refufal, I added, that being de- 
iirous of continuing in friendlhip with the 
whole world, and of obierving, both towards 
them and the planters, that ftrift neutrality 
which I had always profefled, 1 was ready, 
upon every occafion, to give the fame anfwer 
to their enemies, fhould they, when in want 
of arms or ammunition, come to implore my 
affiftance in order to continue the war. 

Though this anfwer and the fubfequent 
explanation were clear and precife, thefe fa- 
vages, who are never difcou raged by the firft 
refufal, returned to the charge, and renewed 
their importunities more than once ; hut 
my refolution was formed, and upon this 
head I was inexorable. I was too well ac- 
quainted with the exaggerating dlfpofition of 
the planters, who would not have failed to 
accufe me of perfidy for the leafl article ex* ' 
torted from me by their importunity, and 
for {hewing weaknefs or condefcenfion in 
fuch a delicate conjundture. I do not doubt 
that they would have even gladly embraced 
Vol. II. P this 
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this opportunity of b«ng revenged for tho 
contempt with which I had more than onc«' 
treated them ; and they would then have no 
longer wanted a pretence for rendering mo 
criminal. However powerful this prudent 
policy might be, which induced me to be- 
have in this manner towards them, I had 
ftill a motive of much greater weight. 
Being too much above the attacks of thefe 
banditti, and their atrocious coufpiracies, 
by refufing arms to thefe favages again{l^ the 
planters, and to the latter refources againft 
the favages, I prevented them from conti- 
nuing their horrid ravages. In cafe either 
of the parties fliould be exhaufted, as had 
more than once happened, I could not fup- 
ply them without taking a part in their 
quarrels ; and this conduit would have very 
ill agreed with the integrity and fentimenti 
of my heart. I even fcrupled to accept a 
few cattle, offered me by the Caffres in e** 
change for a quantity of beads and toys, 
whic;h I diftributed among them when they 
departed. 

I gfeatly wiflied that the young Caffre 
would remain with me; but I had no better 
fuccefs id endeavouring to entice him, than 

his 
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tiis companions had in attempting to prevail 
on me to give them old iron. Neither 
m^- prefents, nor the promifes I made of 
leaving him at liberty to depart in caie be 
ihpuld not find his iituation agreeable with. 
me, had any effect upon him. He withftood 
my fblicitations with lb much firmnefs, that 
I lofl all hdpes of having any in&nenCe ovet 
him :~ " I know the whites too well," faid 
he to me; '* they have done us much hurt, 
" and flill continue their injuries : were I 
*' fimple enough to follow you, in vain Should 
** I require you to fulfil your promifes : t 
" fliould never be permitted to fee my cbun* 
*' try again." From the very juft prejudices 
entertained by his nation, who in the time 
of peace had fbmetimes frequented Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, he was afraid of being treated in the 
fame manner as the phnterswho inhabit that 
part of the country treat their flaves : and had 
he, from an attachment towards me, yielded 
with a good grac«, and confented to follow 
me, he was not affured, he faid, that I 
fliould always have it in my power to proteA 
him, and to fend him back fafe. I did every 
thing I could to deftrpy this prejudice, tell- 
ing bin:i that he ought not to confound all 
P 2 tbc 
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the.Dutch nation with thofe fanguinary and 
perfidious planters ; that he ought al& to en- 
quire whether the people I had in my fer- 
vice were unhappy, or had any caule to 
complain ; and that all of them were their 
own mafters, and might; quit me whenever 
they chofe. Notwitbftanding all thefe ar- 
guments, thisyoung man continued in his 
refolution with aflonifliing firmnefs and ob> 
ilinacy ; Co that, 6nding them in vain, I put 
an end to my folicitations. 

Our frequent hunting excurfions, and the 
pe(ty dtercations that arofe in niy camp, had 
confiderahly interrupted my eafy and familiar 
converfation with , the CafFres ; but they did 
not make mc entirely forget to procure in- 
formation. I returned to this fubje^ from 
time to time, and they gratified my curiofity 
with that cordiality with which a grateful 
fenfe of my kiiidnefs had infpired them. 
The hews of their. intended departure made 
me flill more eager to afk them queftions : 
above all, I had not yet forgotten the unhappy 
people who had been fhipwrecked j but they 
could not make me acquainted with all thofe 
particulars which I was defirous of learning. 
They knew only that fuch a misfortune had 
. . happened; 
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happened ; but as they were etlabliHied to 
the north-weft, and ftiil more dlftant from 
the fea, they could tell mt nothing certain 
refpeftifig that unhappy cataftrophe. They 
had indeed feen the greater part of the ef- 
fcfls carried away from the wreck of the vc(- 
iel ; for ieveral hordes had bartered them for 
cattle, and evjcn thofe who were in my camp 
had fome of thefe things in their polTeflion. 
One of them fhewed me a piece of filver- 
coin, which was fufpended from his neck ; 
another wore a fmall fteel key ; and they dc- 
fcribed, in the beft manner they could, a 
trinket which they had divided into pieces. 
I readily guefTed that it mull have been a 
watch, the wheels and other works of which 
they had converted into ornaments. I was 
fully convinced that my conjeftufe was right, 
when having produced mine they all cried 
out that it was the fame thing, except in co- 
lour, which they faid refembled the piece of 
money fufpended from, the neck of their 
companion. They added, that the moll 
beautiful articles procured from the flilp had 
fallen into the hands of a numerous body of 
Caffres who lived near the fea; that, above 
all, they had In their poHeflion a great deal 
P3 of 
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of nioney; but that with refpe£t to the peopls 
who h^d eicaped from the waves, they h»d 
beard that fome of them were found dead 
on the beach, and that the reft> more fortu- 
nate, had been able to reach a country inha^ 
bited by white people like me. 

My converlatlon \yith thefc Caffres al- 
vays concluded with repeated folicitations to 
accompany them (o their country j but fuch 
a ilep, even had it hcpn agreeable to me, 
tvQuId have been very inconfiflent with pru- 
dence: for though Imigbt be convinced that 
they Were incapable of deceiving me, of at- 
tempting my life, pr of robbing me of my 
tffciXs; yet it w^ proper that they ibould be 
ignorant of the quarrels I had with my people; 
and. that, as the tcQ. refufed obedience, it was 
impofiible to carry more along with me than 
eightV^ On the contrary, I was extremely 
happy to thinic that on their return they 
would inform their countrymen that we were 
ftiong and numerous^ and that we had no- 
thing to fear frqto them. Had. a divJlioa 
taken place, they might have furpedted fomc 
bad t!efigri; and there would have been no- 
thing to prevent them, wHilftamufing me 
airtong their horde, from fending out a de- 
tachment 
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tachOient to plunder my camp, and maffacre 
thofe whom I had left to defend it. When I 
refleded on the numberlefs barbarities c6m- 
mitted by the whites, I determined to be on 
my guard againft thcfe favages, from whom I 
fliouidhavehad nothing tofcarunderanyothcr 
Circumilances ; and on this account alfo I laid 
it down as an eftablifhed rule, which I ob* 
iferved with the utmoft rigour, never to peri 
mit any ftranger to enter my camp in,the 
night-time. Old Swanepoel took care that 
this regulation ftiould be ftridtly followed : 
we always flept fcparately, immured in our 
enclofures, and no one was even fuffered td 
go but during the night, as the favages al- 
ways chofe that time to attack the whites, 
who were cafily perceived, and could be fcen 
at a diftance, on account of their clothes. A» 
my abfence would have been publicly known 
amotig thefe CafFres, I Ihould have been very 
lineafy for the fate of thofe whom I left at 
my camp; but as I concealed from them the 
precife time of my departure, I thought they 
would conclude, that when I fet out I would 
leave nothmg behind me ; for I had told them 
that I intended to fend back my carriages to 
the colonies. 

P4 Ott 
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On the 2 1 ft of November they all came 
to inform mc that they were ready to depart. 
Upon this occafion they renewed their pro- 
teftations of gratitude and friend(hip, pro- 
mifing that, wherever they pafTed, their iirft 
care would be to tell what they had feen; how 
much they were obliged to mej and in how 
affedionate and familiar a manner I had 
treated them during their long reiidence in 
my camp: and added, that the riches with 
which I had loaded them would aWaken the 
envy of more than onC} and that alt the 
hordes would wait for me with the greateft 
impatience, and fee me arrive among them 
with pleafure. The defcription which they 
promised to give of my camp, my pcrfon, 
and above all of my beard, would, they faid, 
fcrve thofe who did not know me as a mark 
by which to diftinguiOi me, and make me 
be received in a very diftcrent manner from 
that in which they would receive a planter. 
They then all turned, as if by agreement, to- 
wards my tent, over which a flag was waving, 
and nikcd me if I would not bring it with 
mc, in order that they might be able to ob- 
ferve me at a diftance. On my anfwering in 
the affirmative, they immediately ihouted fof 
joyj 
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joy I as if, not contented with the hopes I had 
given them that I would pay them a vifit, 
they entertained no apprehenfion that I would 
be confounded with their dcteftable pcrfccu^ 
torsj and as if they had wifhed, from a fin- 
cere love towards me» to protedl my perfon 
from every kind of infult. After the ufual 
taih, I accompanied thefn as 'far as the river, 
which both they and their cattle croffed by 
fwimming; and when they reached the op- 
poHte bank, I faluted them, for the laft time, 
with a general difcharge of all my mufquet- 
ry. They then proceeded on their march, 
and entering the valleys and thickets, foon 
vaniflied from my fight. 

I drew the figures of two of thefe people, 
who, with equal condcfcenfion and aftonifh- 
ment, fufFered me to perform this operation. 
They are here given in the fifth and fixth 
plates. When thefe Caffres had departed, I 
flattered myfelf that my people would make 
ibme reficftions on the peaceable manner in 
which they had lived among them; that they 
would be fenfible how ill-founded their fear 
wasi and that they would at laft confent to 
accompany me. In order however that I 
might not appear to bt anxious on this ac- 
6 count, 
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count, or for carrying my projeft into exe- 
cntion, and that I might fufFer them to pur- 
fue their own inclinations, I refolved to fet 
eut immediately, for the purpofe of paying 
a vifit to the venerable Haabas, intending on 
my return, if I found any change in their 
ientiments, to move my camp and begin my 
journey, that they might not have leifure to 
repent. During the time that the Caffires 
remained with me, I had feen only two 
Gonaquas, and I was defirous of renewing 
my acquaintance with thefe worthy neigh- 
bours, and of knowing what had pafled 
amongfl: them fince our feparation. Having 
repaired to their kraal alone, they teftificd 
every mark of joy as foon as they recoUedted 
me ; they all crowded around me, and they 
called to each oth^r, and flocked together 
from all quarters, fo that I was ibon fur- 
rounded. Haabas informed me what fears 
both he and his horde had entertained whilH: 
the Caffres refided in my camp ; and he 
aflted me an hundred times whether they 
were acquainted with the place of his retreat. 
I did every thing in my power to calni bii 
ilnealinefs : I told him that, the Caffrcs cn-< 
tertained no hatred againft the Gonaqua Hot-. 
4 tentots, 
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te^ots, who, tfaey were conTinced> hid no 
(^mmuni cation with the whites or the other 
Hottentots, and who, on the contrary, lived 
in a feparate horde ;-that, betides this, the 
precife fituation of their kraals was unknowa 
to them; but that, in any event, it was the 
ivirefl: and beft method of focuring the com- 
mon tafety for them to remove and eftabHfh 
tiiemfelves fomewhere elfe. Haabas agreed 
to this propofal with the greater "readincfs, 
as he placed little confidence in the fine 
^weches of the CafFres, fince not long before 
they had obliged him to enter into hoftilities 
with them : on this account, -he faid, it wa$^ 
die mod prudent plan to take every precau- 
tion, and to avoid fuch a misfortune. Haa- 
bas had fo good an opinion of me, that he 
s^ed my advice refpefling the new cftablifti- 
ment which he was abqut to form; and it was 
agreed that as foon as poflible he Ihould make' 
for the mountains in the weft, and rcrfiove 
altogether from the country of Caffraria, 
which extends to the. north-eaft. 

The banks of the Sondag were formerly 
the boundaries of the Caffres, who had their 
priiicipal habitations on t!ie Bruyn.tjes- 
Ifoogte, fome faintvcftiges of which ftiU rc- 
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main. The exprcfs orders, as well as the io-i 
tcntion of government, were, that thefc li- 
mits fliould always be accounted facred ; but 
the planters, who have neither the fame views 
nor the fame wifdom as a political admini- 
{^ration, finding the lands of their defencelefs 
neighbours much better than <heir own, in 
procefs of time took pofTefGon of them, and 
with impunity drove thefe people beyond the 
Groot-Vis. The orders of the governors, 
more and more difregarded, produced no eif> 
fe£t, and the great diflance favoured thefe 
abufes, and made them become every day 
more frequent. 

Whilft I continued with Haabas I kept 
myfelf quite private, and feveral motives 
prompted me not to remain here long. Be- 
ing deiirous of knowing whether he could 
not engage fome of his people to unite with 
thofe three who had voluntarily offered to 
accompany me when I paid my firft vifit to 
the Gonaquas, 1 defired him to put the 
qucftion to them; and 1 found that there was. 
only one who hefitated, and who at length 
gave a flat refufal: but as I was unwilling 
to ufc compulfion, or to afford any caufe of 
complaint to thefe worthy people^ I defined 

the 
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Ihe Three, who had readily agreed to my pro- 
po&l, to meet me at my camp in the courfe 
of four days. By this arrangement they had 
more than fufficient time to put their affairi 
in order, and to prepare their arms. 

It was impoflibk to carry my carriage* 
along with. me. as I could depend at moll 
upon no more than eight people to accom- 
pany me in my journey to Caffraria. It waa 
iieceiTary that I (hould have fome oxen to 
carry my baggage, and I had not one aecuf- 
tomed to this fervice ; we therefore .agreed 
to make an exchange, and I promifed to fulfil 
the terms of it as foon as I returned. All 
this was thebullnefs ofamoment. Hotwith-. 
ftanding the preffing erttreaties of the chief^ 
and of the whole faorde^ I refolved t6 quit 
^em immediately; and I pretended that I 
had a thoufand things to fettle amongfl: my 
awn people. I did not however behold this 
retreat with the fame pleafure as before-; I 
found myfelf crolTed in every poflible man- 
ner, and new obftacles feemcd to arife at 
every ftep : befides this, I found myfelf ex- 
hauftcd with fatigue. Before I took leave of 
Haabas, I did not forget to enquire concern- 
ipg my unfortunate patient ; but I had no 
inclination 
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iacHnation to fee him again. He aflureJ 
me, that all the means employed till that 
tim£ had been attended with, no-other eife^ 
than that of preferving clcanlinefs around his 
perfon; but that his fufferings were neither 
leUeoedj.nor were there any hopes of his life. 
I enquired alfo concerning the beautiful Na- 
nn,A, and was informed that both fhe and her 
SDPther were then abfent. S'ufpeding that 
tome of the horde had gone in queft of her, 
I was the more anxious on this account to 
4epart; and having fiduted Haabas, I returned 
to toy camp. 

"When I got hack to my tent, I called my 
people before me, one after the other, bein^ 
ijcfirous of learning from their own mouth* 
what were their intentions, in order to dtf- 
cover whether there were not fome mutinou* 
fellows amongft them, who endeavoured to 
infpire th^m with a fpirit of fbdition and re- 
volt. Thair anfwers all tended to the fame 
purpofe, and they grounded their refiftance 
only upon the terror into which my ralbnefs 
had thrown them; but, however incenfed I 
was at this difobedience,. and however difa- 
greeable the confequences were likely to b*, 
I had. not refoluciou enough to reprimand^ 
them. 
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them. Too many motives pleaded for them 
in my heart; and I was fenfible that my at- 
tachment to them, was ftill too ftrong, being 
convinced that nothing elfe but fear had fe- 
duced them, and that this alone had deranged 
their heads, efpecially as they told me that 
they were unwilling to enter a country from 
which they never faw either white men or 
Hottentots return. I exhorted them at leaft 
to continue faithful to me, and not to forget 
my kindnefs whilft I was abfent, and how, 
much they were indebted to their mailer. 
By their geftures and looks I could eafily fee 
vrhat imprellion thefe laft words made upoa 
them, and how far I might have depended 
on their affection had I not attempted ta 
force them to undertake this fatal journey, 
2 promifed to fiiew thepi the fame attentioa 
in future, and I fhut myfelf up in my t^nt. . 
During part of the night I employed myfelf 
in forming my plan, and deviling means- for 
executing it with as much caution and ex- 
pedition as I poflibly could. Next morning,, 
very early, I called thofe Hottentots upon 
whom I could depend, and I again told them 
that I was ready to depart with them, if they 
were ilill refglved to accompany mej and, to 
difpcl 
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difpel from their minds every doubt, and to 
prove that I did not ad rafiily, I declared 
that 1 had no intention of penetrating far 
into Caffraria, unlefs I met with no obftacles^ 
and experienced no kind of difcontent on 
their part; that as, from the accounts of my 
envoys, I could not hope to find king Faroo 
eafily, I propofed only to pay a vtfit to the, 
CafFres, who waited for me with impatience, 
and then to turn off towards the eaft, in order 
to get near the coaft, where we might per- 
haps difcover the veffel that had been fliip- 
wrecked. Finding that they all adhered to 
the promife which they had made me, I ad- 
dre/Ted Swanepoel; and telling him that I 
confideced him as another felf, and invelled 
him with the whole of my authority during 
my abfence, I conjured him to watch over 
my camp, and preferve good oriler in it, as I 
could not depend on the reft. : 

My three Gonaquas having arrived on the 
day appointed, nothing remained but to pre- 
pare our/elves, and to lay in provifions ne- 
ceffary for our journey. 1 filled two leather 
"*bags with gunpowder, which I enclofed in 
a third, to preferva them from moifture; and 
we caft halls of different fizes, made a con- 
iiderable 
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Ii(3efable quantity of fmall ihot, and 1 carried 
eight fufees along With mc, leaving eight 
more for the defence of toy <:amp. I thed 
coUedted different kinds of beads and toys^ 
vrhich I aflbrted feparately into bags and 
fmall boxes, and packed up a woollen covef- 
let, a large cloak, and feme other efFedts, 
which I confidered as abfolutcly rieccffary. 
For the ufe of my kitchen, we carried only 
one kettle, a boiler, artd fome tea, f^lt, fu- 
gar, &c. My companions alfo employed them- 
felves In rolling up their fkins, mdts« and 
utenfils ; and they did ndt forget to requefl 
that I would lay in a proper provifion of to- 
bacco and brandy. The buftlc and agitation, 
with the running backwards and forwards, 
which all thefe preparations occafloned, 
would havfe afforded me a very amufing 
fcene, had my mind been calm, and all my 
people difpofed to follow me :— ^it might have 
been an excellent fubjefl; for a painter. On 
the other hand, the aftoftilhed and fdrrow- 
ful air of ihofe poltroons who remained ex- 
hibited a iingular contraft : thofe who were 
about to depart Exalted their voices, and be- 
held them with a kind of pity ; one might 
have faid, that they no longer knew them. 
Vol. II. Q^ and 
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»nd tUzt they were not of the fame fpecies.- 
The former fu65ciently raauifcfted the un- 
eaUnefs they felt at our de^^arture, and their 
dejcdiou on feeing me no more at their head :. 
they ardently wiflied to know how long I 
^ould be abfent ; but this depended as little 
upon me as on them. 

When our baggage was packed up, and 
nothing more remained to be done, we re- 
folved to depart the next day, being the third 
of November.' 

When our evening fires were kindled, I 
placed myfelf by them as ufual, with all my 
\ people, in drder to drink tea; and I em- 
braced this opportunity to give a gentle ad- 
monition to thofe who were to remain in my 
camp. 1 ihewed them no fign of difcontent; 
I even pretended to approve of their reafons ; 
being well affured that I ihould not alter the 
determination of ihofe who intended to de- 
part with me : but -with refpedt to the con- 
cern which they teftified for my perfon, \ 
told them, that I had too great confidence 
in my brave friends who were to accompany 
me, not to be perfeSly eafy. I recommend- 
ed it to them to be flridlly obedient to the 
orders of old Swanepoel, and I promifed to 
6 reward 
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reward all thofe who fhould behave agree- 
ably to the good opinion which they had 
hitherto given mecaul'e to entertain of them. 
In ftiort, that I might leave no regret in their 
minds, and that I might efface even the re- 
membrance of our reciprocal difagreemeiit, I 
ordered a general bumper to be handed round. 
They then drank to the fuccefs of our jour- 
ney, and each retired to his place of reft. 

Not being able to fleep during the night, I 
roufed my people at break of day; after which 
we got ready our baggage, and loaded my 
four oxen. 

Whilft we were breakfafting, I ordered 
all my dogs to be tied op : for without this 
precaution, the whole pack, which forefaw 
the time of our departure, and which on this 
account (hewed every demonftration of joy, 
as was the cafe every time we changed our 
encampment, would not have failed to get 
before us, and to difperfe themfelves through- 
out the fields. I carried only five of them 
along with me. 

Before we took leave of each other, I 

called Swanepoel afide, and told him, that if 

I found it either u'nfafe or impoflible to tra-.- 

* Q3 verfc 
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vcrfe all Caffraria, I would return without 
fail in fifteen days j but that, if. I did not 
appear after lix weeks were elapfed/ he might 
decamp and repair to Camdebo, which was 
his own country J that I left him at liberty 
to purfue this route even before that period, 
if he apprehended that there would be the 
leaft rjfk in remaining where he was, and 
that I could eafily find means to join him< 
I begged him to have a watchful eye over 
my people, my carriages, and my coUedlionsj 
and, in a word, on the firft appearance of 
danger, to think of putting every thing in a 
place of ihelter. If, on not feeing me return, 
(added I, with an emotion which I could not 
a:t that moment conceal), you have reafon to 
defpair of my fafety, you muft make direflly 
for the Cape with all my people, and de- 
liver my effeds to my friend Mr. Boers. 

This worthy old man, on hearing theft; 
laft words, could not help fliedding tears, 
Whilft he was almoft fufFocated by figh> 
and fobbing, I endeavoured to confole him, 
by promifmg that I would attempt nothing 
but what was confiftent with prudence. But it 
would have been in vain for him to attempt 

to 
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to detain me any longer : I tore myfelf away 
from his afFe^iouate carefles, and joined my 
horfes, my oxen, and my dogs. 

Kees had already got the ftart of mej Ef- 
corted by my eight people, one of whom 
carried my tent, I purfucd my way, and foon 
Joft fight of my camp. To crofs the river, 
I was obliged to go up its banks for the fpace 
of a league and a half; and when I had 
reached the other fide» a part of my people, 
who accompanied me thus far, took leave of 
me, and returned. 

Having quitted the river, we directed our 
coUrfe towards the north-eaft, which, ac- 
cording to my fyftem, agreed very well with 
jthe dire^ious I had received from Hans, 
where to enter Caffraria in the broadeft part, 
We always travelled under the fame kind 
of trees which were interfpcrfcd through- 
put every pa!:t of this canton, and the ground 
was covered with very long grafs, that in- 
ipommoded us much j but rny people fuf- 
fered more than I, becaufe, ^s it ^vas entire-< 
ly dry, it pricked their feet at every ftep ; 
they however retqedied thig JnQonvcniencq 
jn part, by forming byikins of thong? an4 
grqf§ t\yifted together. My oxep jlone apr 
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peared to be very well fatisfied With this 
circumftaiicc ; for, whilft they wefe marching 
forward, they fed whenever they chofe, .vVith- 
out having the trouble of bendnig down 
their heads to the earth. We had alwayi 
in our view antelopes of different kinds,- par- 
ticularly that called the fpring-bocL My 
dogs fprung a buftard, which I killed; it 
will form a new fpecJfis, never before de- 
fcribed, larger than the French field-duck 
of Europe : the plumage of its neck before, 
and that of the bread and belly, is of an uni- 
form blueiih grey colour; all the upper part 
of the body has a reddifh tint, fpotted and 
flriped with a colour almoft black; and its 
voice has a great refemblance to that of the 
toad, but it is ftronger. 

We continued our journey in this man- 
ner for five hoursf, under an exceffive heat, 
which obliged us to halt. We were, it 
is true, almoft continually ffieltered by the 
trees, which grew very clofely together; but 
the leaves of the mimofa are fo Iitiall, and fo 
thinly fcattered, that its ftiade, which never 
darkens the place where it falls, may almofl 
be accounted as nothing, Wc found no other 
in the whole plain; aiid'I obfcrved that the 
- "' beautiful 
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beautiful trees, like thofc of Auteniqua, grew 
.upon tbe tops of high mountains, which we 
muft have gone much farther in fearch of. 

Perceiving in the courfe of our march that 
my ape often ftopped at the mimofa, de- 
tached fome of the prickles with which that 
tree is furnifhcd, and eat them with plea- 
fure, I was defirous of partaking with him, 
efpecially as I con6ded much in his tafte. 
The gfeeneft of thcfe prickles, and thofe only 
which could be eaten, were from two to three 
inches hi length, and as brittle as afparagus. 
When I tafted them, I found myfelf very 
much deceived; for though I at firft thought 
them fweet and agreeable, a moment after a 
moft infupportable tafte of garlic, which 
burnt my mouth, and which the moft robuft 
inhabitant of MarleiHes could not have en- 
dured, made me fpit them out again. The feeds 
of this tree, which Kees feemed to prefer, 
produced the fame effect on my palate. This 
fmell was fo ftrong, that at a dtftance 1 could 
difcover, by its urine, when an ape had eaten 
of the mimofa. 

On this tree I found a very large and moft 

elegant fpecies of caterpillar; its body was 

furrounded with bands of a velvet black on 

0^4 a beau- 
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a beautiful greea ground. When it becomes s 
butterfly, its wings are altnoft entirely white, 
with a few brown ftripes and fppts ; its body 
is fo foft that it feels to the touch like Cot-r 
ton. I had feyeral opportunities aft^nvards 
of remarking, that when the mimofa is in 
bloom, whifh generally happens towards thp 
commenpement of January, its flowers arp 
covered with a great quniber qf infers of 
different Kinds ; in the cantons, therefore, 
yrherc this tree grows, one may find in the 
gre^teil aj^und^nce a part of thofe di^ere;nt 
individuals \vbich cpmppfe this clafs of n^-^ 
tural hiftory ; and, by la qecefiary coniequence* 
^ infinite uuipb^r of different birds are at^ 
frafted by thefp infers, which fcxfca ^9 
principal part of theii: nourilhment. 
, I took a()vantage of this fir|l h^tiog to fki^ 
%ht buftard which } had killed; its flelh af- 
forded ii^e a nieql, and my people din^d on 
^hc provifipns whjch \y§ had brought with 
us. My oxen hgd fared fo yrell during the 
way, that we had fcarcely flopped, ^hen 
they lay down, notwithftanding the loada 
which they carried, the grafs aroun^ them 
was fo high that they were entirely hi^ 
by it. In the afternoon the flcy becamg 
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overcail, and we were attacked by a moft 
dreadful ftorm, accompanied with thunder : 
but we ftill continued our journey ; for being 
unwilling to unload the ozen before night, 
and having no fhelCer- in the place where 
we dined, we ihould have been equally ex- 
poied to the rain when at ved as when In 
motion. About five in the evening, how* 
«ver, finding ourfelves Co much harafled that 
we could proceed no farther, I ordered my 
tent to be immediately ereftcd. Large fires 
were kindled ; and when we had dried our* 
felves I retired to reft, whilft my people 
ilretched themfelves out as well as they 
could under their ikins and mats* inclined 
towards the rain in the fame manner as 
Screens are placed to defend houfes from the 
heat of the fun. The moifture of the earth 
foon penetrated the blanket upon which I 
had thrown myfelf, but in vain, to enjoy re- 
po(e ; and the rain, which poured down in- 
ceflantly, penetrated through the canvafs of 
my tent on all fides, fo that I was as com* 
pletely drenched as my people. 

Having prepared to depart at break of day, 
Hans informed me that we could not be far 
^iilai)t from th^t kraal of the Caf&es which 
"' " " M 
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had been deftroyftd by the planters. As the 
fifing of the fun had difperfed the clouds, I 
refumed my courage, and refolved to proceed 
till I found this kraal, which fcemed to pro- 
ntiie us a commodious Ovelter ; but as we 
had already marched feven hours, and had 
three leagues more to travel before we could 
reach it ; and as my oxen were oppreffed by 
feiigue, and as night was approaching, I rc- 
ibWed to cicSt my tent, efpecially as I found 
znyfelf in the neighbourhood of a moil de- 
lightful rifrulet. Every league we travelled 
the minsofas became illU fcarcer, fmaller, 
snd more Aunted, than in the places through 
which we had pafied : the grafs alfo was 
not fo high. We indeed found that we 
were now upon a very elevated fpot. From 
the place where I was encamped my people 
flieWed me a very high mountain, which 
they thought they knew, and which I could 
diftipguifh better by the help of my fpying- 
glafs. It was the neareft to the encampment 
of Koks-Kraal, and I had more than once 
traverfed it in ray hunting excurfions : it was 
^bo'ut ten or twelve leagues diftant from .us. 
When they had unloaded the oxen and 
ercfted my tent, I made an cxcurfion on foot 
along 
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iloTig the banks of the rivulet, whith pro- 
bably, after many windings, joined the river 
Groot-Vis ; and 1 had the good fortune to 
kill a bird of the cuckoo kind, which to me 
was new and uncommon. Notwithftanding 
its affinity to that of which I have already 
fpoken, and which Buffon defcribes under 
the name of the green and golden cuckob of 
the Cape, I have ftrong reafons for making 
it another fpecies : its note, befides, ts en- 
tirely different. The female, more cunning 
than the male, macle me lofe a gr£al d£al 
of time in purfuing her, while by her tricks, 
which I might compare to thofe of a co- 
quette, flie every moment feemed to become 
lefs fliy, in order to deceive my hopes the 
. more. When I thought I had hold of her, 
ihe iuftantly flew to the diftance often paces, 
to renew her provoking fport : at length, af- 
ter amufing me in this manner for au hour, 
(he retired to the thickeft part of the wood, 
and I was obliged to return after having 
ipeiit ray labour in vain. 

Juft as I reached my camp, one of my 
hunters had arrived there with a gnou * 
which he had killed. Colonel Gordon was 

• A fpeciei of uitelo|te. 

the 
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t})e firA pt^rfon who gave an account of this 
beautiful and rare animal ; and the defcripr 
lion of it which he fent to profeflbr Alleman, 
and which that learned man publiihed, is 
very accurate ; but it is to be regretted that 
the figure which accompanies it is defe6:ive 
and badly delineated. This animal, which 
in ihape refembles a fmall ox, is no better 
reprefented in the French tranflatiou of Dr. 
Sparipann's Voyage, becaufe the engraver, or 
the pcribn who made the drawings, not con- 
tented with giving it the chell and buttocks 
of a borfe, has added alfo his tail, which is 
falfe, as the gnou has a tail exactly like that 
pf an ox. The Hottentpts name this ant&» 
Jppe ffflK, preceded by that fecond Ifind of 
clapping which I have already mentioned, 
. It was probably this clapping which induced 
Colonel Gordon to add a ^ to the proper 
liame, which renders the pronunciation of it 
alnioft the fame. Dr. Sparmanu writes the 
WQrd gnu, becaqfe the u in the Swedish and 
German languages is pronounced oa, Tranlr 
latprs ought to attend tp thefe fmall varia- 
tions, which. may occafion errors refpe<Sing 
^he proper names of animals, which ought 
not tp be disfigured. 

■•' ■ We 
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We fpent this night very peaceably, having 
our oxen faftefted near us with large leather 
thoDgs, and our. horfes with reins. We in- 
deed heard fome lions roaring at a diftance 
in the mountains ; but we were under very 
little apprehenfions on that account. In ge- 
neral ouf uneafinefs and embarraffment in 
this rcfpeft had always decreafed in propor- 
tion to the train which followed us. 

Having departed early on the 5th of the 
month, wc arrived at the kraal of the Caffres, 
which we imagined we had met with the 
evening before. The greater part of the 
huts were ftill entire, and only a few of 
them had been burnt. I obierved fix or 
ieven ftanding clofe together in a clufter; 
the reft, which might amount to about fifty 
or fixty, were fcattered here and there in 
the extent of half a league. Here I difco- 
vered, for the firft time, that thefe people ap- 
ply themfelves a little to agriculture : they ■ 
fow a kind of millet, known under the name 
of Caffre wheat j and, in order that they may 
be enabled to till the ground with greater faci- 
lity, each choofes that fpot which ieems to ba 
moft favourable for his views, and erects his 
hut in the centre of it : on this account their • 
' kraals 



hyGoo>^lc 



sfj? TRAVELS IN 

kraaJU are not in one and the fame place, like 
thofe of the Gon^quas or Hottentots. It is 
.probable that thofe among whofe huts we 

' were had been furprifed by the planters ; for 
we found every where around us carcaffes 
and fcattered limbs, half devoured by fero- 
ciiuos jipimals. Several fields of corn were 
ready for the hand of the reaper j but the 

. antelopes, which appear in great numbers 
when they are not driven away by fcare- 
crows, had damaged them confiderably : my 
oxen, which were here let loofe, completed 
the devaftation. 

As for me, I eftabliflied myfelf in my tent, 
and my Hottentots in the feven huts of 
which they took poflellion. As the fituation 
of this place appeared to me very agreeable, 
I refolved to fpend feveral days in it; and in 
confequence of this deterniination, wc cut 
down a number of large branches, with 
which my tent was fo well concealed, that it 
would have been very difficult to difcover it. 
A rivulet of limpid water rolled over its 
pebbly bed clofe to us ; a few mimofas hero 
and there interfperfed preferved a little cool- 
nefs i. and at the diftance of an hundred paces 
from our camp we could, if ncceffary, enjoy 
axnoft' 
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-a moil delightful Ihelter, in au immcDie foreft 
compofed of large aad magnificent trees. I 
oiteu went thither to walk, cfpecially during 
the great heats of the day ; and it clearly ap- 
peared, from the various paths which crofled 
each other in a thoufand different direii^ions, 
that this place muft "have been long fre- 
quflited. 

I oblerved'here many trees of the fame 
kind as thofe I had met with la the country 
of Auteniqua : Xhc Jiink-boutty or /linking 
wood, abounded in every quarter. This tree 
is found alfo, as I have already remarked, 
near the bay of Agoa, from which it is 
txaufported by the, inhabitants of the Cape, 
in order to be manufactured- and employed 
in cabinet work ; but the expeuce occafioned 
by the diflance of that bay renders it ex- 
ceedingly fcarce and dear. Befides being 
fufceptible of the fineft polirti, it has the va- 
luitble property of being proof againil: the 
attacks of worms ; and when it grows old, 
it acquires a cheftnut colour, the veins of 
which being very broad are (haded with 
tints more or lefs dark. When it is cut, and 
before it becomes dry, it exhales an excre- 
mentitious fmell', which occafions a naufea^ 
particularly 
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particularly in wet weather, and when it It 
impregnated with water; but in proportion 
as it dries> it lofes this noxious quality. Like 
all hard and compadt timber, it grows flowly t 
but in procefs of time it increaies in height 
and bulk, fo as to furpafs the talleA oaks. 

I obfervcd alfo the gee/e-hoult, or yellow 
wood, which takes its name from its colour^ 
It is not fo highly valued as the other for 
making different articles of furniture; bat 
as it is well fhaped and fells readily, it is 
converted into beautiful boards, planks, and 
beams for building. It produces a yellow 
fruit of the fize of a plum, which is very 
thickly covered with fmall tubercles: the 
kernel, which is extremely hard, is the only 
part of it that -can be eaten. 

Another tree, the roye-hcutt^ or red wood, 
takes its name alfo from the deep red colour 
of its bark. It is thick, but very tender, and 
a dye ma/ he extracted from it. The fruit, 
which is of the fize of an olive, is likewise 
red when ripe : it is eat with pleafure, and 
the inhabitants make a kind of fpirituous li- 
quor froltn it. 

I flopped before a kaerfen boom, or cherry- 
tree, which to me feemed to have no other 
. 2 merit 
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' TMcrit than that of recalling to my view the 
place where I killed my four elephants, and 
the time when that event happened. I re- 
jnembered that they readily eat the fruit and 
the leaves of this tree; and, as I had never 
tafted them, I embraced this opportunity of 
their being within my reach; but I was con- 
vinced that one muft be an elephant to be 
able to endure them. 

My Hottentots made me remark: a tree 
which I had never before feen, and which 
they told me had been formerly very com- 
mon in the colonies. It was employed in 
preference to any other for makiqg carts and 
waggons ; but only by the company, who had 
exprcfsly forbid it to be ufed except for their 
fervice, ThiG exclufion was the caufe of its 
deilruiStion, and it is now only feen in places 
remote from the colonies. On the other 
hand, the indolence of the planters futfered 
it to decay entirely, fo that at prefent it is 
confidercd as a loft fpecies. This tree, at the 
Cape, is named boeken boutt, 

Caffraria often produces, in the neighbour- 
hood of fmall rivers and in marfliy places, a 
kind of trees which have a great refemblance 
to our willows. I have alfo often met with 

Vol. II. R the 
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the wilid almond tree, •wUde^amandeU the nar- 
row leaves and fruit of which, fh:iped exa^Iy 
like ours, differed only In the reddlih brown 
colour of the hulk. 

If fomeikilful botaniil would traverfethis 
beautiful country which I am now defcrib- 
ing, be would certainly find crt)je£l:s highly 
worthy of his attention, and which might 
prove of great advantage to fcience. As for 
xa^ part, I dircdted my rcfearches to thofc 
things only which I had never before feen, 
or which appeared' extraordinary. Being in- 
capable of diflinguifhfng the real properties 
of trees, plants, and fhrubs, I admired no- 
thing but their ftriking diiFerencesj fuch, 
for example, 38 the mofs or yellow lichen that 
adhered to them; all its (hoots being often 
ten or twelve feet in length : my people, in 
their language, called it hair; and in feveral 
cantons the trees were fo covered with it, that 
one could neither diHinguidi the trunk nor 
the branches, nor even a fingle leaf; which 
appeared to me very fingular. 

This mofs was of the utmoft fervice to 

me in preferving my birds j and I ftrongly 

advife fuch ornithologifts as may be induced ■ 

to vilit this very curious part of Africa, not 

6 to 
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ttt racumber themfelres with tow, cotton, or 
any other Aibftances of the like nature. In 
order that I might procure a quantity of it 
TufiicieDt for my whole journey,, as I was 
afraid of not finding it elfewhere, I ordered 
one of thefe trees to be cnt down and to be 
ftripped of all Its hair. The youngeil: and 
ihorteft is the moft delicate; that which is 
£ix feet long is harder, and can be of no ufe 
but for quadrupedes and^very large birds. 

I found creeping plants alfo in almoft every 
place where I paffcd, which having rwched 
the fummi'ts, and even the fmalleft branches 
of the trees, Diot forth filaments that hung 
down to the earth. Being at firA exceed* 
' iogly weak and fiender, they at length attain 
to the fize of one's arm, like thofe fcen in 
America. Thefe filaments, which are al- 
moA innumerable, bear no leaves, and the 
natives call them bavtans tow, or bcviam 
ropes, becaufe, by their alfiftance, thefe apes 
climb to the tops of the trees in order to 
reach the fruit of the plants, which grows 
only at their extremities where the filaments 
begin to Ihoot forth. This fruit, which birds, 
and particularly the touracos, are exceedingly 
fond of, contains in its pulp a few round 
R 2 and 
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and flat feeds: it is of the fizc of a cherry, and 
has a crimfon colour. I fpcak here of the 
fruit of a particular fpecics of thefe plants, 
which is called the wild grape, on account 
of the great refemblance which its leaves 
have to thofe of the. vine. Thefe natu- 
ral ropes will fuftain the weight of a man, 
if the branch from which they are fufpended 
be fufliciently ftrong : this cherry is excel- 
lent, and very proper for making a kind of 
fpirituous liquor; when preferved, it is ftill 
better. I have often imitated the baviansy 
and mounted, by the help of thefe cords, to 
the fummits of the trees, to gather the fruit, 
and fometimes to collefl infeds. 

Thefe woods abounded likewife with two 
fpecies of antelopes, not at all wild : the bos- 
bac^ which I had feen in other places, and 
that called by the Hottentots noumetjes. Of 
the latter I had only a flight view in the 
country of Auteniqua; it is not uncommon, 
but it is very ditHcuIt to approach fo near it 
as to kill it. Befides this, it feldom appears 
in the plains, but keeps itfelf concealed in 
the buftics and thickeft: parts of the forefts. 
At the utmoft it is no more than twelve or 
fifteen inches in height ; the horns of the 
male 
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male are ftraight, fmooth, and diAant about 
a hand breadth from each other. The co- 
lour of this little animal is a moufe grey» 
which, on the ridge of the back, aflumes a 
reddifti tint : but the belly and the infide of 
the thighs arc white. It may be eafily feen, 
by the elegance of its foi"m, that it is exceed- 
ingly nimble; it fometimes takes furprifing 
leaps, and fquats down like a hare. If any 
one happens to get near it, as focn as it per- 
ceives him, itinftantly betakes itfelf to flight 
Vith the velocity of lightning, and afterwards 
^ops at feme dttbance to examine its purfuer. 
This is the only opportunity one can have 
of firing at it ; and the hunter muft, without 
lofs of time, embrace it, for it lafts only for 
a moment. Its cry> which I ought ratber 
to call its warbling, is very long and flirill: 
it would be in vain for me to attempt to imi- 
tate it. It begins by a broken kind of 
whiftling, the tones of which are like thofe 
of a tabour hung round with little bells ; and 
its goat-like voice imitates them exceedingly 
well : one would hardly conceive that fo 
fmall an animal could make fo loud a noife* 
when I heard it for the firll time I imagined 
that I was dreaoiing. Its flelh, more deli- 
R 3 cate 
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cate tbsn thitof any other antelope, was t* 
UE a moft delicious treat. I flialV give a de- 
scription, with a 6gure of this animal* in 
taj Account of the quadrupedes of Africa. 

Among other new birds of this canton, X 
ihot a fmall eagle, which had a very long creft 
thathung down behind its head} and I named 
another bird the img'j hunter *f on account 
of the rcfomblance of its form to that of the 
king's fiiber. Its bill, which is long, is of 
fl red colour ; the back, the wings, and the 
toil, are of a lively blue: it feeds upon infe^, 
iohabits only the woods, and makes its neft 
In hollow trees. I fliall not forget this beau- 
tiful bird in my ornithology. 

Nothing remarkable occurred to us in this 
wcneipment, except that, during the whole 
time of Qur rcfidence here, we regularly ex- 
perienced every evening, between three and 
four o'clock, feverc florms, which did not 
igauch incommode us, becaufe th<7 were of 
jhort continuance. On the 9th of the month 
we packed up our baggage and again fet CMit, 
when my Hottentots, according to their cuf- 
ton) of giving oames to places from fome 
circumilance that has happened in then, 

• Martin tiaffittr, 
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called Ebe kraal which we left the Camp of 
Slatfghter. Having advanced ilraight to* 
wards the caft, and travcrfed a canton al| 
the grafs of which had been a prey to the 
flames, a frelh verdure that began to flioot 
up formed a moft beautiful green carpet 
under our feet. At every ftep we met whole 
flocks of fpring-bocks, gnous, and o(lrlche$. 
As wc had more provifions than were necei^ 
fary, we did not fire at thefe antelopes. I 
only, difcharged my fufec at a few oftrichcei 

-but being too fufpicious to fuifer any one to 
approach near them, I could not kill one of 
them. In proportion as we advanced, the 
alntclopes colledled themfelves into a body to 
fee MS pafs; aud the heat was fo intenfe, and 
perfpiration fo abundant, that a cloud of va- 
pour arofe from the middle of thefe innu- 
p»rable flocks. In the courfe of our march 
I killed partridges fuflicient to dine all my 
people, but we did not flop to regale on 
them till we had fatigued ourfclves by con- 
tinuing our journey for full five hours more. 
About which time a heavy rain came, one as 
ufual that refrefhed us much. Throughout 

.all this canton I obferved the traces of oxen, 

which indeed fccmed to be very old; but I 
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was furprifed that (p fine acountfy fhould be 
entirely deAitute of inhabitants, and that we 
did not meet with a fingle Caffre. Hans 
pretended that the ahmi had been too gene- 
ral; and though we had already travelled 
thirty leagues, I began to defpair of feeing 
even one kraal : every thing feemed to an-, 
nounce that thefe people had retired farther 
towards the centre; and I conjedured that if 
wc flioiild difcover any of the inhabitant?, 
they could only be fpies from the hordes, 
who, defirous of promoting the general good, 
ranged the country, and kept themfelves 
concealed inambufii. 

Whilft I was converfing familiarly with 
my people, I perceived a fmall flock of ante- 
lopes, which, pafilng quite clofe to us, made 
off full fpeed, being purfued by a pack of 
feventeen wild dogs. I inflantly mounted 
my horfc, and fet out on a full gallop to de- 
fend the antelopes and to attack the wild 
dogsj but I unluckily foon loll: fight of them 
both. As the ground was covered with 
pebbles concealed under the grafs, my horfe 
ftumbled at every ftep, and we both narrowly 
efcaped having our necks broke. Returning 
therefore very deliberately in order to join 

my 
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my people, an oftrich ilarted up at the dif- 
tance of twenty paces from me i and as I 
doubted whether it might not be a female 
which had been fitting, I haftened to the fpot 
from which I faw it depart, where I fpund 
eleven eggs ftill warm, and four more fcat- 
tered at the diftance of two or three feet from 
the ncft. Haying called to my companions, 
who inftantly flocked round me, I ordered 
them to break one of the warm eggs, in 
which we perceived a young one completely 
formed, and; of the fize of a chicken when 
ready to burft its fhell. I imagined that all 
thefecggswcre fpoiledjbut my people thought 
otherwife. Each of them endeavoured to 
fall upon the neftj and Amiroo, taking up 
the other four, deiired me to eat them, affur- 
ing me that I £hould find them excellent. 
I here learned from this favage a circum- 
ftance which my Hottentots thcmfelves wpre 
.ignorant of, and which is even unknown to 
riatiiralifts, fince no one whom I know 
.fpeaks of it. This fad, which I have often 
aifterwards had an opportunity of verifying, 
is, that theoilrich always depofits near her 
; neft a certain number of eggs, proportioned 
. to.thofe which fhe deftincs for incubation. 

As 
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At Die never Cits upon thefe cggt, they wiH 
keep frcfk a long time* and the provident tiu 
ilind of the mother fets them apart for the 
firfl nouri&ment of the young produced from 
the reft. Experience convinced me of the 
truth of this aflertion j and every ti^ne I met 
with an ollrich's neft, I found Teveral of the 
eggs feparated in the fame m&naer. When 
I defcrihe thefe fingular birds, I fhall enlarge 
more on this intcreAing fubjed. 

At half after leven in the evening I baited 
near a conliderable pond formed by the rain- 
wateff as my oxen had not tafted any vrhen 
we Aopped at noon, and as' I was not certain 
of finding an opportunity of refreftiing them 
if I advanced farther. When our iires were 
kindled, each cooked his eg^s after his own 
manner; having taken off the (kin from one 
of thofe which were rcferved for me, my 
Hottentots put a little greafe into it, after it 
had been half buried in hot afhes> and ilirring 
it with a wooden fpoon, they niade of it 
what is called a broiled egg, which, if I re- 
member right, might be equivalent to at leaft 
a dozen of hen's eggsj but, notwithftanding 
my voracious appetite, and thecxquifitetafte 
of this new food, I could only eat the ha>f of 

it. 
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it. Several crfT my people, after taking out 
the young which they found m theirs, made 
an omelet of the reft. I quefticHied them, 
with fome pleafantry, refpefting their fine 
ragouts of thefe half-hatched eggs, and I 
could not help concluding that they muft be 
infefbious ; on this account I was defirous of 
tailing them, and had I not been blinded by 
prejudice, I (hould have found no diiferenco 
between them and mine, and ihould hare eat 
them with as much pleafure. 

We fpent the evening very cheerfully; but 
this was not the cafe during the night, for 
we were all kept awake by the continual 
barking of onr dogs, which was the more 
difagreeable, as our cars were affailed by no 
ather nuife. As this uproar was not occa- 
fioned by any wild bcaft, for it would foon 
^ or late have made its appearance, our fufpi- 
cions fell upon the favages, and I began to 
be apprcheiifive of fome treachery. Day at 
length appeared, but it did not bring back 
tranquillity, and all the fearch which we 
made in the neighbourhood proved entirely 
fruitlcfs. We did not know whether the 
people whom we dreaded were Caffres, or 
fome of thofe plunderers called the Boflimen : 

the 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



152 TRAVELS IN 

the dryhefs of the ground and the grafs, tp 
the fpot where we were encamped, did ngt 
permit us to difcover their traces j and on the 
loth, without learning any thing farther, we 
departed, keeping ftill towards the eaft. This 
dire£tion conduced us to a cantoir, iu which 
the mimofas were in fo great ahundance, and 
{o tall and hufhy, that they formed a real fo- 
left. After pafling through it we found a 
imall river, which we were fo fortunate as to 
be able to ford } and marching along its banlf s 
two full leagues, we encamped, as night was 
about to overtake us. 

Having been informed by our guide, that 
three leagues farther we fhould at length find 
the kraal of thofi; CafFres who had folicited 
me to pay them a vifit, I was the more de- 
iirous of feeing it, as it was very curious and 
ancient ; and as this place, extremely com- 
modious and well known to the favages, fel- 
dom remained vacant, and as the horde was 
exceedingly numerous. That we might not 
difcover ourfelveg, I ordered my people not 
to fire at any game whatever ; and when my 
tent was erected, and our fires kindled, we 
remained around them till late at night. Af- 
ter this, in order to deceive the enemy, in 
whoie 
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whofe promires I prudently repofed very little, 
confidence, I ordered fome frefli branches to 
be thrown into thefe fires, to keep them burn- 
ing till day-light, and we then went and laid 
ourfelves down on mats at the difiance of 
fifty paces farther. We were not difturbed 
ill our fleep; and next morning Hans, with 
two of my Hottentots well armed^ fetting 
out before, I appointed them to meet us at a 
place two leagues didant from us, that is to 
fay, within a league of the kraal, and to 
come immediately and give us an account of 
what they had feen. In two hours they re- 
turned, and informed me, with equal grief 
and aAonifhment, that they had found the 
kraal in very good condition, but that, like 
the reft, it was abfolutely delerted ; upon 
which I continued my route to the fpot, and 
took polTefiion of this new empire. In this 
kraal, which was remarkably extenfive, we 
found above an hundred huts apparently very 
ancient, and conftruGed with great folidity j 
they were diftributed in the ordinary manner, 
and at the ufual diftances, and it appeared 
that the inhabitants had been alarmed with- 
out caufe, for we obferved no ruins, andnot 
a fingle dead body. In one of the huts they 
3 had 
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bad forgot twa afiagays ; and io another a 
woman's imall apron, a few wooden utenfils 
6)t tilting the earth, and Tome other trifles of 
very little value: thcfe different obje^s P ' 
took pofie^n of. The fmall corn-fields did 
not here eihibit, as io the flrft kraal where 
we ftopped, a pi^ure of desolation and de- 
ftrudion ; on the contrary, it appeared that 
the crops had been carried away in peace. We 
deterniined to flop here two or three days, in 
order to diftrtbute a few fcouts at a diftance, 
and to fee if we could not difcover fome Caf- 
fres in the neighbourhood. I well knew that 
by going diredly northward I fliould fall in 
with the centre of Caffraria, which I above 
all things wilhed to av<nd, as I thought it 
better to advance gradually towards it by 
long circuits, and not to expofe myfelf, but 
in proportion as I fliould fee the dangers kri^ 
fened) and according to the information which 
I might acquire by the way. All our ilrata^ 
gems, and alt our refearches, ended however 
in nothing, for not a £ngle Caffre appeared. 
I will be candid enough to confefs, that, 
from my own prejudice, and the pompou» 
defcriptions of the magnifkence and luxury 
of theAfiatic defpots, I imagined that 1 ihould 

find 
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find at lead fbme appearance of them in the 
territories of the king of the CafiVes. This 
idea had tnfpired me with a very flroug 
- defire of feeing Faroo ; but I no longer 
found the fame food for my curiofity, after 
the laft gueHs whom I had received in my 
campf'and who generally refided near, had 
told me that this prince, without any parti- 
cular train, inhabited, like the meaneft of 
bis fubje^s, a hut which was neither larger 
nor better ornamented than the reH ; that, 
like them, be might become very poor, if a 
Mortality prevailed among his cattle; that 
his fubjeiSs were obliged to pay him neither 
fubfidies nor taxes ; that he had no right to , 
touch their property : that, in a word, he was 
only a plain -chief as among the Hottentots : 
that the only remarkable dif&rence between 
this chief and the reft was, that his place 
was hereditary ; but that, deftitute of every 
external decoration, and of every badge of 
royalty, he pofTefied only a very limited 
power. 

From thefe details, many of thofe brilliant 

ideas which my imagination had formed re- 

ipc^ing this king began to difappear; and as 

I could g»n nothing by feeing him, and as I 

defpaired 
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dcfpaired of meeting with him, my whole 
views were dire£led towards the fliipwrecked 
veflel. The relations of myCafFres gave me 
very little hopes of being able to fatisfy my-j 
felf on this point; yet I purfued my courfe 
towards the coaft, always full of the chime- 
rical notion that I fhould obtain more cer-* 
tain information refpe^ing it. 

-hi eye,ry part of our way we found nothing 
but deferted huts, without feeing a fingle in- 
habitant, or any traces of the human race. 
In order, however, to iqdemnify us for this 
lofs, all the places throvfgti- which we paffed 
abounded with buffaloes, antelopes, aiid in 
general with game of every kind — which 
proves, better than vain reafoning, that the 
Caffres are not fo much addi£ted to hunting 
as theHottentots ; that they truft lefa to hopes, 
and that they depend more on their corn and 
flocks than on the refources of their Hull and 
dexterity in wielding their aHagays and clubs. 
We faw feveral elephants, but they did not 
fuffer us to get near enough to fire it them. 

Since my departure from Koks-Kraal, I 
had formed fo large a coUeftion of birds, that 
I no longer knew where to put them ;- it wai 
certainly nwre embarraffing by its iize thau 

its 
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Its weight i though I had always taken tare, 
after preferving each individual, to place 
it fiat in order to fpare room. 

O^the 15th we croffed the finall rivet 
which we had followed this far, in order to 
avoid barren and too fteep mountains which 
appeared before uS ; after this We Were obliged 
to turn ofF towards the fouthj becaufe, not 
finding any beaten track, wfe were forced to 
dired our courfe according tb circumfhinces 
and the nature of the ground. In the courfe 
of our march I (prung a buftard a little be- 
fore me, which I lulled : it had been fitting 
on two eg^, which contained young ready 
to burft the fhell, and covered with their firfi 
down. I was extremely happy that chance 
protured me this bird, which was entirely 
new to me ; and it appeared that the male 
and the female fit on the eggs alternately* 
The one I killed^ which was a male, had a 
very large and thick creft, like a capuchin, 
on the hinder part of its head. The female, 
which foon came and hovefed around the 
fpot, feemed to watch us, and from time to 
time fent forth a Very hoarfe cry. I had flat- 
tered myfelf that I fliould be able to kill her 
allbj and with tlus view I left the two eggs 

voL.ir. s in 
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in the neft : but as in tlie whole neighbour- 
hood there was no place where I could coa- 
ceal myfelf Co as not to be fcen, fhe did not 
approach ; I therefore abandoned my defign, 
and purfued my journey. 

It is probaible that there was not a tingle 
fCaffre in all that part of the country which 
we had hitherto traverfed ; for the reports of 
'our fufees, which we £red continually fca 
Ibme days, either in our marches or in our 
different encampments, muft have difcovered 
•us, and conduced them towards us, as they 
are far from being timorous. Durit^ our 
journey we were not, however, all of the 
fame opinion on this fubjed:, which formed ■ 
the ufu^l grounds of our converfation ; fome 
pretending that there muft be Cafires in 
the canton, but that, not bemg numerous, 
they did not venture to appeari, and others 
maintaining that there were none, fince we 
had not been attacked by them : but when 
we came to deliberate what conduft "we 
ought to purfue when we fliould meet them, 
all my people 'loft themfelves in abfurdlty, 
and formed the moft ridiculous and imprac- 
' ticable plans for our defence. I alone was of 
opinion that it would be proper'to fuftain the 
I firil' 
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firft dHcharge of their weapons without re- 
turning it, and to endeavour, by gentle means, 
. tQ come to an explanation before we ufed our 
arms, which would fecure us the advantage, 
(hould we be compelled to have recourfe to 
them. I entertained no doubt that this me- 
thod would fucceed fhould we be attacked 
in the day time ; but if in the night, the cafe 
would have been different. In this prudent 
plan of accommodation I however iaw dlfii* 
culties almoft iufurmountable ; and it was to 
avmd every kind of misfortune that we had 
always made it a rule to fleep at the diAance 
of lifty paoes from my tent, over which I 
took care to leave ray flag floating, that it 
might be perceived at a great diftance. This 
little ftratagem fecured us at leaft: from the 
firft furprife, 

Notwithftanding our apprehenfionS| we, 
did not give over our courfes and hunting 
excucficHis, Water now grew more fcarce, 
and I began to entertain very ferious appre- 
faenfions. One day, when the weather was 
cloudy, which enabled us to make a very 
agreeable and gentle march for more th^in 
fix hours, I perceived Kees flop all of a fud- 
dea, turn his face and nole towards the 
S a wind. 
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■wind, and begin to run, with all my dogs 
after him, none of which made the Icaft 
hoife. Aftonilhed at this new fpeftacle, and 
perceiving nothing that could particularly 
attract them, I made hafte to come up with 
them ; but what was my furprife when 
I found them all collefted around a beautiful 
spring, at the diftaude of three hundred paces 
from the place whence they had fet out ! 
Upon this difcovery, haviJig made a fign to 
my people with my hand to approach, they 
inftantly obeyed, and we encamped clofe to 
this beneficent fpring, which immediately 
aiTumed the name of the magician that dil^ 
covered it. 

I fhall more than once have occafion to 
recoUcfS circumftances in which I received 
fignal fervices froiu the animals I had along 
with me; and on this occafion they freed 
me from a dreadful affiidion, under which I 
muft have funk without their afliflance. I 
never doubted that man received from his 
Creator the fame Acuities in an equal pro- 
portion, but his corruption lias infenfibly de- 
prived him of them all. The favages ap- 
proaching nearer to nature in proportion as 
they are removed from us, have likewife 
a every 
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every fcnfe more acute ; and I linyfelf (I 
hope my aflertion will not be doubted), after 
paffing five or fix months in the defarts, 
when, following their example, I turned my 
face from,one fide to the other, was at length 
able, like them, to difcover either a river or 
a pond, aod we never failed to find them. 

Being refolved to pafs the night at Kees- 
fountain, I embraced the opportunity of a 
few moments leifure to prepare the buflard I 
had killed ; and as the dlfliant clouds collect- 
ed together feemed to threaten a ftorm, I or- 
dered the oxen to be unloaded, and my tent 
to be erected. 

Before night the rain came op in great 
abundance i but it did not continuclong, and 
it fcarcely ceafed when I began to range all 
the neighbourhood in fearch of fmall birds. 
In a fpot, not far from our encampment, I 
perceived two of thofe golden yellow fer- 
pents. To common and well known in the 
colonies under the name of kooper-capeJ, ilart 
up at my feet. Thefe reptiles, as foon as 
they faw me, reared themfelves ere^, fwell- 
ing up their heads prodigioufly, and biffing 
in a moft frightful manner. As I knew that 
;he bjte of thefe animals is mortal^ and (hat 
S3 thq 
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the faculty which they have of darting fo^ 
wards renders them more dai^eroiw, I dif- 
charged my piece, upon which one of tbemfeU 
down dead, while the other entered its hole. 
Having feized the one which remained, I 
found that it was five feet three inches ia 
length, and nine Inches in circumieceace ia 
the thickeA part : betides an infinite numher 
of very fmall teeth, hardly perceptible, with 
which its mouth was armed, it had on each 
fide of the upper jaw, as high as the noftrils, 
a hook five lines long, playing upon its joint, 
and which it could extend in the fame man- 
ner as a cat or a tiger extends its claws. One 
of thefe my Hottentots broke ; and, as I was 
.very fond of hearing them difcourfe. upon 
natural hiflory, becaxife, perhaps, I found 
more truth in the rude reafoning of habit 
and experience than in the ingenious .fpecu- 
lations of our literati, I afited them feveral 
queftions concerning my ierpent, which they 
anfwered in a much more fatisfaftory man- 
ner than I expected. They did not fail to 
point out to me, among other fingularities, 
that this hollow tooth was the conduflor 
which conveyed the poifon into the wound 
that it made. Such is, jf I miftake not, the 
nature 
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nature of the boicimngay or rattle fnake, which 
I have feen often m South America. 

I obferved on this occafion how much 
thefc animals are dreaded by apes. It was 
not pofllble for me to make Kees approach 
the ferpent' that I had got pofTeHion of, 
though it was entirely dead. In order to 
amufe myfelf> I found means howtver to 
faften it to his tail; fo that not being able to 
make any motion without moving the fer- 
pent alfo, it may eafily be conceived what 
leaps and jumps poor Kees took, and what 
fiiry and impatience he Oiewed during the 
whole time that I kept his fatal enemy af. 
fixed to him. 

When night came on, we obferved a 
large fire, which we concluded, as far as 
the obfcurity would permit us to judge, to 
be on the top of fome mountain, at the dif- 
tance of about three leagues from us. Not- 
withftanding this diftance, concerning which 
we were not certain, my Hottentots thought 
they perceived the fliadows of fome mea 
pafling backwards and forwards before the 
fire, and my fpying-glafs foon convinced me 
that they were not miftaken ; but we were 
ignorant whether they were Caffres, or thole 
S 4 deteitable 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO>^IC 



t64 TRAVELS IN 

detcAable Bolhmen, enemies to every nation 
without diftin£tion, and plunderers by profef- 
lion, from whom we could expe^ no kind of 
fricndfhip. We however conjeftured that 
they were fome of the latter, becaufe the 
Caffres never inhabit the mountains ; we 
therefore took the precaution to extinguifli 
our fires, and we fpent the reft of the night 
very peaceably. 

Our firft care, when we awoke, was to 
endeavour to difcover with more certainty 
where, and by whom, the fire we had feeh 
the preceding evening had t^en kindled. 
The weather was exceedingly favourable for 
obferving the fmoke, but it appeared that the 
fire was extinguiihed, for we faw nothing 
more of it. Being thus deprived of a fixed 
point of direftion, we fet out to enter the 
hollow defiles, where we were likely to be in 
danger of lofing ourfelves. Neverthelefs, as 
iiiy Hottentots, perfuaded that thefe people 
"were not Caffres, appeared willing to purfue 
their route that way at the rlfk of every thing 
that might happen, and as our plan natu- 
rally conducted us thither, we packed up our 
baggage in great hafte, and bid adieu to Kees- 
ifountain. ' ' 
''■''■■' ■ Wft 
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We were obliged to pafs through a kind 
of wood, in which the mimofas were To nu- 
merous, fo thick, and fo encumbered with 
bufhes, that we could fcarcely proceed ten 
fteps without being obliged to Aop in ordfec 
to force our way» which impeded us much, 
efpecially as our oxen continually turned 
from one fide to the other to fearch for a 
paffage. We however at length got clear of 
this tedious foreft ; but I am perfuaded that, 
after fo much fttigue, and fo many turning? 
and windings, which continued for the fpace 
of three hours, we were not more than a 
league from Kees-fountain. Before us we 
had a thicket almoft like that which we 
paffed i and, in order to avoid it, wc made a 
turn round, purfuing our courfe in a direc- 
tion more to the fouth-weft. 

Covered with fweat and duft, and opprefl"- 
ed by heat, after marching more than fix 
hours, we flopped on the banks of a lake, 
which luckily happened to be in our way. 
One of my dogs, which had heated himfelf 
very much by running after game, wa? here 
in great danger of perifliing; and I fliQuld 
have indeed loft him, had it net been for 
Tan, who, perceiving him in the water, in- 
^ ftantly 
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ftautly ruHied forwards to drag hitn from it* 
I mention this circumftance, which to many 
readers may appear trifling, merely for the 
purpofe of eftabliftiiiig a faft which I have 
been eye-witnefs of in Africa : as foon as 
an over-heated dog plunges into the, water to 
cool himfelf, he expires, unlefs fpeedy af- 
fiftance be given him. In a hunting excur- 
fion I had with Mr. Boers, a large grey- 
hound, which had got about an hundred 
paces before his carriage, having thrown 
himfelf into a rivulet that lay in our way, 
was found dead when we came up to him. 

Scarcely had we encamped and refreflicd 
Qurfelves a little, when I difpatched fome 
Hottentots to make difcoveries, efpecially in 
that quarter from, which we had been princi- 
pally difturbed during the night. In lefs 
than an hour I heard from this detachment; 
for one of my people came back in great 
hafte to , tell me, that he had perceived a 
body of CafFres in full march ; and having 
conduced me and Hans by ieveral .wind- 
ings, he at length brought us to a fpot where 
we had an opportunity of judging for our- 
felves. We indeed faw ten men, who were 
quietly driving before them a few horned 
cattle i 
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cattle ; and as we had nothing to fear from 
ft linall X aumber^ we made our appearance 
at a certaia diftance. As icon as thefe people 
obicrved us, they betook themfelves to flight, 
being frightened, above aH, by our fire-ariAs; 
but Hans calling out to them in thtlr ovm 
language that they might advance boldly, 
they immediately flopped. Going forward, 
therefore, to fpeak to them, when they were 
convinced that I was a friend to the Caffres 
they alt approached me; and having received 
them very politely, I ftretche.d out my hand, 
and fainted them with a tabi. The fight of 
my beard difpelled their terror; for they had 
heard mention made of me by thofe whom I 
received in my camp -at Koks-Kraal, and 
one of them knew Hans, whom he had 
feen in his own country. I condu<3ed them 
all together, with their cattle, to my encamp- 
ment, and regaled them with tobacco and 
brandy. They pointed to my flag, to give 
me to tinderftand that they were well in- 
formed refpeding me; and they feemed to be 
much aftoniftied not to fee my carriages, and 
my whole troop. As I was unwilling to let 
them know how much they were dreaded 
by the Hottentots, I told thern^ that I only 
wilhed 
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wilhed to make a little excurfion into their 
country to procure intelligence, and after- 
wards to traverfe it at my leifure. 

They were extremely delirous of knowing 
where the planters then were ; if they were 
ftill in purfuit of them, and what might be 
their intentions. Ou thisfubje£ilgave them 
fuch information as I thought conlifteut with 
prudence. I had feen the planters who had 
retired to Bruyntjes-Hoogte keep themfelves 
there on the defenfive, agitated by terrors as 
much as the CafFres themfelves. The latter 
told me, that, to reach the iieareft hordes of 
their nation, it would be ftill neceffary to 
continue my journey for full five days more. 
Calculating therefore the diftauce which fer 
parated thefe people from the planters, and 
which I reckoned to be nearly lixty leagues, 
J could, without deceiving them, allay their 
fears, and convince them that the latter were 
neither difpofed nor in a condition to under- 
take fo long a journey, Thefe poor people 
were in fuch a wretched lituation that I could 
not help pitying them, for they had never 
been haraifed in fuch a manner as they were 
at that time; befides the lofles which they 
liad fuftaiu^d in men and cattle by the at- 
tacks 
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tacks of the white people, they were duly 
expoled to others from the Tambouchis, a 
neighbouring nation, who, taking advantage 
of their critical fituation, over-ran feveral of 
the cantons of Caffraria, and put every thing 
to the fword that they met with; fo that^op- 
prefied on both fides by this diveriion, the 
CafFres, deftitute of warlike ftores and unable 
to defend theroielves, retreated as faft as pof- 
Able, and penetrated farther northwards, to 
avoid two einemies whom they could not op- 
pofe; while theBoihmen, athird, no lefs for- 
midable, plundered and malTacred them 
wherever they could find them. 

From the information given me by thefe 
people, I was afl:oni(hed that they had ftrag- 
gled fo far from their horde ; and that they 
wandered as chance dtre£ted, without know- 
ing whither to dire^ their courfe. They 
however told me, that on the firft incurfion 
made by the whites, they had fuddenly driven 
their flocks, all in confufion, either towards 
the fea coaft, or to other remote parts of Caf- 
fraria ; but that hearing no accounts of any 
new hofiilities, they had ventured to quit 
their hordes, and to go in queft of their dif- 
perfed cattle, in order to bring them back 
again. 
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sgain. They had indeed about thirty along 
with them; and wheij I mentioned the fire 
which we had obferved in the night-tipe, 
they aflVired me that it was kindled by 
them ; but that they had not feen mine, which 
ivould have alarmed them much. Having 
queftioned them refpefting the veflel which. 
had been fhipwrecked, they ' only repeated 
what had been told me by others ; which was, 
that a fliip had really been loft on the coafis 
ofCaffiraria. After this information, I con- 
cltrded that thts misfortune had happened 
beyond the country of the Tambouchis.oppo- 
fite to Madagafcar, and towards the channel 
of Mofambique. They added, that, without 
mentioning other difficulties which mufl be 
encountered in their territories, it would be 
necefTary, befides other rivers, to pafs one 
which was too broad to be crofTed by fwim- 
mhi^, or to advance a great way -towards the 
north to find a place where it could be ford- 
ed; that they had feen feveral white people 
apiong the Tambouchis ; that they themfelves 
had purchaled, by barter, feveral articles from 
thefe people ; and, above all, a great number of 
nails procured from the Wreck of the veffel ; 
but that, being then at war with the Tam- 
bouchis, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOt^le 



AFRICA. *7i 

&ouchis,they could not get anymore iron from 
theoi, though they were in great want of 
that commodity. They then begged me to 
give them fomc, the ordinary requeft of thefe 
poor wretches, which I little expefted; but! 
anfwered their ungracious petition with a 
mortifying refufal. 

Xo indemnify them, I diftributcd amongft 
them all my beads, toys, tinder-boxes^ tinder, 
atid a large quantity of tobacco; in return 
for which they begged me to accept a couple 
of their oxen : I however replied, that inftead 
of taking from them a bleffing fo valuable to 
unfortunate people, I wiihed rather to be in 
a Situation that might enable me to augment 
the number of their cattle. This mark of 
kindnefs touched them the more, as they 
confider the white people to be the moft dan- 
gerous and mlfchievous beings in the world. 
With that ingenuous and fincere modefty 
which is ever afraid of hurting thofe on 
whom it beftows praife, they made & confef- 
fion to me which remained long imprinted 
in ray memory : Hans declared to me, in 
their name, and in very energetic terms, that 
I refembted the only tvertby man. of my race 
whom they had ever met with; fome years 
before 
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before they had feen this worthy man on th6 
Bofhman river, the banks of which they then 
inhabited, and frotn which the planters had 
ne^ver yet been able to expel them : he waa, 
as they faid, a man who, like me, travelled 
merely for curiofity. I could eafily perceive 
that they alluded to Colonel Gordon ; and 
they were extremely happy to underflanfd 
that we lived in flrid friendihip together : 
they even begged me to intercede with him 
when I returned to the Cape, and to prevail 
upon him to lay before government a true 
an'd afFcfling pidure of their mifery, and oi 
the deftitute condition into which they had 
been thrown by the atrocious injuftice of 
their perfecutors. 

I fpent all this day in converHag with 
thefe Caffres refpeSing their manners, cuf- 
toms, religion, talle, and refources; and I al- 
ways found that their anfwers correfponded 
with what had been related to me by thofe 
whom I had firft feen. They told me, with 
equal fincerity, whatever tended to criminate 
themfelves, or to do them honour ; and my 
Hottentots found them lb peaceable and un- 
fufpicious, that they requefted at' night that 
I would permit them all to remain amongft 
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us. I continued to coiiveffe with them for 
ibme time, ahd then retired to my tent, to 
prepare for the labours of the next morning. 

As fobn as day appeared, whiift the Caffircs 
were preparing to depart, I iflcmbled. my 
HoiJttutotJ. .The rufleftions which their fa* 
miliarity with thele favages, whoni they 
threaded more than wild beaftt, enabled them 
to taakQy and their converfatioa with one 
another when I bad retired to hiy tent^ made 
me immediatelyrefolve what courie to purfue. 
Not wiOiing to give them an opportunity of 
acquiring any merit f^ota determining what 
plan was be 0: to be adopted in the- present 
conjuncture ; bur, on the contrary, apprehend- 
ing that they might borrow from me thofe 
ideds of .prudence and compofufe ufeful to 
my defigns, whatever they might in future 
be ; I told them, that after what they, a& 
well as I, had heard the evening before, re*- 
fpeiling the difficulties of advancing farther, 
and the danger of being attacked by the 
Tambouchis and the Bo(hmen who were tra- 
verfing Caffraria, my intention was to returA ■ 
to Koks-Kraalj that in confequence of this, 
if we directed our courfe towards the weft, 
we could not ftil of falling in with the rivet 
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Groot-Vis, and that then, fay going up its 
banks for feveral days, according as things 
might appear, we fliould undoubtedly foon 
reach our camp ; I however added, that they 
were all at liberty to deliver their opinion on 
the propel which I had made. I -could lee 
too plainly, by the looks of all my people, 
what pleafuiie they received from my refolu- 
tion; and they all gave me tlie honour of 
ilarting "an idea to which they had as much 
pretention as I. My colleftion was now be- 
come ib bulky, that I had no hopes of In- 
creafing it, for I fcarcely knew where to 
place it, 

I afterwards declared, that when I reached 
Koks-Kraal I would remain there no longer 
than might be neceflary to repair our car- 
riages, and to prepare for going .towards the 
fnow mountains, from which I meant to pro- 
ceed to the Cape by keeping mofe to the 
weftward. I knew that this plan was not 
approved by any of my people, becaufe in 
traverfing thefe dry and barren defarts, in th6 
time of the greateft drought, it would be ne- 
ceflary for us to encounter more than one 
difficulty; but being impatient to take a view 
of the natural curiofities contained in this 
country, 
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country, I had formed an irrevocable refolu- 
tion to crofs it» and the overture I made was 
only a ftratagem to reconcile early to this 
idea fuch of my Hottentots as I had with 
me, in order that, when we returned to my 
camp, they might be better able to infpire 
their companions ' with confidence, and to 
teftify the greater aflonifhment at their refin- 
ance, fhould they fliew any. 

Before I left thefe Caffres, I diftributed 
among thena, as well as among my Hotten- 
tots, a quantity of tobacco; and I referved no 
more than was fufficient to ferve us till we 
returned to our camp. This made room for 
the birds with which we were encumbered, 
and alfo for thoCe that I might be able to 
procure by the way. Thefe ten lavages af- 
lifted us to pack up our baggage and to yoke 
our oxen ; after which we wiflied one another 
3 good journey, and fet out to purfue twoop- 
pofite routes, they tow:ards the north and we 
towards the fouth. 

We fpent three days, during which no- 
thing remarkable happened, in reaching th* 
fo much wifhed for banks of the Groot-Vis. 
This forced march having fatigued both us 
and our cattle coniiderably, 1 refcdved to paf« 
T 3 the 
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the next day on the banks of the river, both 
with a view to refre^ ourfelves, and to fee 
what difcoveries I might make in the neigh- 
bourhood; We were at this time under no 
uneaiinefs refpe^ng water, and we had been 
in no want of it during the three days that 
we employed in (earching for the river, which 
we knew would condu£t us to the place of 
our deAination ; but we could not precifely 
afcertain the time which might be neceflary to . 
follow its courfe to ourxamp. It was poffible 
that high mountains and other obftacles might 
oblige the G root-Vis, before it difcharged itfelf 
into the fea,,to form fome bendings, which 
(nuft have greatly prolonged our journey. 
We went along its banks vtry peaceably for 
three days more, Aill keeping cloie to it ; and 
at length, on the morning of the fourth, we 
perceived the high mountain, the back part 
of which we had feen fo<m after our depar* 
ture. This fight made my people fhout for 
joy. We were now about to revifit our camp, 
our herds, our riches, and our companions; 
we therefore quickened our pace, and, late in 
the evening, without being obferved, reached 
th« happy fpot. Ail were funk in the moft 
profound tranquillity, and nothing could 
have 
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have given me more pleafure than the agree- 
able furprife of this precipitate arrival. Ths 
horrid noife made by my dogs immediately 
fpread the alarm; all haftened towards us j 
they knew our voices ; and, even to the moft 
infenlible animals^ all Teemed to fliare in the 
general joy: above all, we could not difen* 
gage ourfelves from my dogs, which teazed 
us by their carefles and ftunned us with their 
barking. Another' fpe6tacle however ap- 
peared to me no lefs interefting : my family 
had increafed confiderably: at my departure 
a fmall detachment from the worthy Gona- 
quas had quitted their horde, and had efta- 
faliihed themfelves in the fame place which 
I adigned to the Caffres, where they had 
conftruded feveral new huts. They in- 
formed me, and indeed I plainly faw by the 
admirable order that prevailed in the camp, 
xh^t every thing had been quiet during my 
abfencei we had been the whole fubje^t of 
converfation to thofe we had left. Every 
evening Swanepoel gave me the moft favour- 
able accounts of each feparately ; he told me, 
that the firft fifteen days having elapfed with- 
out hearing any news of me, he could not 
help entertaining a little fear, and that he 
T 3 was 
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was apprehenfive he fiiould not fee me till I 
returned to the Cape,, as he was perfQaded 
that, unlefs I met with inrurmountable ob- 
Aacles, I would ftill proceed as long as 1 had 

. ammunition. 

I honeftly confefs, that having been for 
nearly a month deprived of the comforts and 
enjoyments of my camp, I was exceedingly 
happy to find myfelf returned ; and I had 
the higheft fatisfafttou in the fidelity and at- 
tachment of thefe Hottentots, To feeble an^ 

' timid, whom I had not been afraid to aban- 
don to themfelves. It was therefore now 
time that I fliould ffiew them my gratitude : 
on this account I proclaimed with a loud 
voice that it was Soiurday j ^nd this decla- 
ration, which, pafied from mouth to mouth 
even to the Gonaquas, Teemed Aill to. add to 
their agitation. This circumftance requires 
fome explanation.which I ftiall give with frefl^ 
pleafure ; for the remembrance of thefe tri- 
fling but agreeatile methods I purfued to vary 
my ampfements, and in an uninhabitable de- 
fart to convert the fimplefi; obje£t into ^ 
fubjed of pleafantry and entertainment, an- 
nounces the greateft tranquillity, and make^ 
me, even when furrounded by the arts, arid 
agitated 
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agitated by pride and vanity, lament that I 
can no Idnger dlAinguiih my own charaAcr. 

When I fet out from the Cape, I did not 
negle^ to carry an almanack with me ; . but 
in order to have fome certain method of 
reckoning, and to keep my journal correfl, 
1 made all the months to confift of "thirty 
days. As I never palfed one without giving 
an account of it, I confidered it as a matter 
of indifference whether or not I diftiiigui(hed 
the weeks, and marked the days by their 
proper names, but I determined to diflribtite 
among my Hottentots their qllowaRce of to- 
bacco every Saturday. If it happened that, 
ixot choofiug to give myfelf the trouble of 
confulting my book, I afked them what the 
day was, I could eafily guefs what anfwer 
they would give me j according to their cal- 
culation it was always Saturday ; lb that, 
when I looked at my regifter after travelling 
fifteen months, I found feven or eight of thefe 
Saturdays which belonged to no week. 

I found myfelf therefoM, as ufual, furround^ 
ed by my numerous family ; and wt^ilft ^U of 
them, and even the Gonaqua women, were 
fmoking their pipdsrounda large fire, anden^ 
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joying a double allowance of brandy, 1 re- 
galed myfelf very cheerfully with my tea. 

Having mentioned to them the route 
which lintended to purAie next day, 1 found 

' that they were already informed of it, and * 
that they did not make lo many remonftrances 
and objections as 1 expe£led. 1 perceived 
that my journey was approaching to a ctofej 
and that every body, exhaufted by fatigue, 
thought any road good that appeared to 
bring us nearer to the Capej but the paffagc 
through the mountains of Snew-Bergen, the 
ufuaL haunt of the Bofhmen, made more 
than one of my brave attendants tremble. 
I fixed my departure for the eighth, in order 
that I might have time to repair my car- 
riages, to make new wooden work to fup* 
port the top of that in which I rode, to cover 
the canvafs of it vvith new mats, to replace 
our old traces from, the hides of the buffa- 
loes killed during my abfence, and to ca& 
balls and fmall fhot. All this ret^uired con- 
liderable time ; and no lefs was necefTaiy to 
arrange the coUeftion which I had formed 
in Caffraria, and to confign to my journal 
the refult of my refearches refpeding that 
country 
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country and its inhabitants. For the fake 
of expedition, my people exerted themfelves 
confiderably ; and I fhut myfelf up in my 
tent, and haftened, while my obrervations 
were ftill frelh in my memory, to reduce 
them into fome order. 

To judge of the CafFres from thole I have 
feen, they are generally taller than the Hot- 
tentots, and even than the Gonaquas ; they 
however approach much nearer to the latter ; 
but they appear to be more robuft, mora 
6erce, and much bolder. Their figure h 
likewife more agreeable, and their counte* 
nances have not that narrownefs at bottom, 
nor their cheeks thofe prominences which 
are fo difagreeable among the Hottentots ; 
neither have they thofe broad flat faces and 
thick lips of their neighbours, the negroes 
of Mofambique. A round figure, a nofenot 
too flat, a broad forehead, and large eyes, 
give them an open and lively air; and if 
prejudice can overlook the colour of the flcin, 
there are fjomc CafFre women who, eveu 
when feated by an European lady, would be 
accounted extremely pretty. The fifth and 
fixth plates reprefent a Caffre man and a 
Caffre wpnun drawn from nature, Thele 
people 
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people do not tnake their faces ridiculous 
by pulling out tlieir eyebrows like the }ipt- 
tcntots; they tattoo themfelves much, and 
particularly their bodies : they never greafe 
their hair, which is frizled in a very great 
degree ; but this is not the cafe with refpeA 
to the reft of their body, and they follow 
this praftice merely with a view to prefervc 
agility and vigoyr. 

The men generally beftow more attention 
on their drefs than the women | and they 
- are remarkably fond of bea4? and cpp-r 
per rings. iThey, for the nipft part, wear 
bracelets on their arm^ and legs, made of 
elephants tuiks, which they form into natu-r 
ral rings, of- greater or Icfs thicknefs, by 
fawiug through the hollow partj after which 
they make them round on the outfide, and 
give them a fine poliHi. As thefe large 
Tings do not open, they muft be of fuch a 
iize that the hand can pafs through them, in 
order that they may be put upon the arm ; 
on which account they are always eafy, and 
move up and down one againft the other. If 
fmall rings of this kind are given to children, 
in proportion as they increafe i^i year^ thfi 
vacuum is filled up; and as .they thenadv 
here 
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hjcre firmly to the arm, they become a luxury 
which is highly pleafing to thofe who have 
been thus decorated in their youth. They 
make necklaces alfo of the bones of animals 
ranged on a ilring, which they have the art 
of whitening and polifiiiog in the moil per- 
feSt manlier. Some of them are contented 
with the whole bone of a leg of mutton ; 
and this ornament makes a very conrpicuous 
figure on the breaft of a CafFre : it has the 
fame cffedk as a patch on the face of a pretty 
woman jn Europe. The Gonaqua women, 
as may be feen in the plate which reprefents 
them, praflife the fame coquetry. They 
fubAitute fometimes -for this bone the horn 
of an antelope, or any thing elfe^ according 
to their caprice; and I am of opinion, that 
one would fee as many varieties, and as ma- 
ny fantaAtcal ornaments in their drefs, as are 
feen in Europe, provided they had the fame 
means and the fame refources. They, how- 
' ever, always employ the fame materials, be- 
caufe they have no kinds of ftufT to fupply 
the place of thofe flcins with which they 
<:lothe themfelves. It would appear that 
they are not fo chafte as the Hottentots, be- 
caufe they do not >ife a jackal to veil what 
nature 
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nature bids them conceal. A {mall cowl, 
which covers on]y the glans, inftead of diA 
playihg modefty, feems to announce the 
greateft indecency. This fmall covering ad- 
heres to a thong, which is faftened round 
their girdlts merely that it may not be loft $ 
for a Caffre, if he iff not afraid of being 
hurt or ftung by infefts, cares Tery little 
whether this cowl be in its place or not. I 
nerer faw but one man who, ihftead of a 
cowl, wore a cafe made of wood, ornamented 
with fculpture : this was a new and ridi- 
culous fafhion^ which he had borrowed from 
a nation of black people who lived at a great 
diftaiice from CaiFrarla. In the hot feafon 
the Caflres go always naked, and retain no- 
thing but their ornaments : in cold weathet 
they wear kroffes made of calves or oxen's 
hides, which reach down to the ground. 
They are faithfully delineated in the fifth 
and fixth plates, which reprefent a young 
CaiFre holding a bundle of affagays, and a 
Woman giving fuck to her child, ' 

A peculiarity, which is perhaps to be found 
no where elle, and which defeives fome at- 
tention, is, that the CafFre womdo fet very 
little value upon drefs: as they are, in com- 
parifoa 
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parifon of oth^r favages, well made and 
pretty, they .perhaps have alfo good fenfe 
enough to believe that ornaments are rather 
calculated to veil imperfedions than to fet 
off beauties; however this may be, one never 
fees amoDgft, them that difplay and profu- 
lion of them, which are common among the 
Hottentot women. They do not even wear 
copper bracelets} but their fmatl aprons, 
which are ftill fhorter than thofe of the Go- 
. naquas, are bordered with a few rows of gkfs 
beads,' and in this all their luxury confifts. 
The Ikin which the female Hottentots wear 
on their reins behind, among the Caffre wo- 
men rifes to their armpits, and is iaftened 
round the neck, which it covers. Like their 
hu{bands, they have kroffes of the Ikins of 
calves or oxen, buf always more fmooth : 
they, however, ufe neither the one nor the 
other ; except in cold or rainy weather. 
Thefe {kins are as foft and pliable as our 
fineft fluffs ; and with regard to the procefs 
which "the Caffres employ to drefs them. It 
is almoft the fame as that of the Hotten- 
tots. 

' Whatever the weather or the feafon may 

be, both fexes go bareheaded. I have in- 

6 deed 
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deed fometimes obferved a plume of feathers 
fixed in tbsir hair 9 but this vrhimfi6al omor* 
ment is very uncommon. 

The precautions taken by the Caffre; wo^ 
men when they bring forth children, and in 
their periodical indifpofitions, are abiblutely 
the fame as thofe observed by the Gonaqua 
or Hottentot women. 

Their daily occupations are confined to 
the fabrication of earthen-ware, which they 
form with as much ingenuity as their huf- 
bands. Thofe which I had with me in my 
camp, having found clay fit for their pur- 
pofe,^did not lofe this opportunity of making 
pipkins, and other veflels which are in ufe 
amongft them. At their departure they 
carried with them a fuiScient provifion of 
this earth, with which they loaded their 
px^n. It is the women alfo, as I have air 
ready faid, who weave their bafkets : they 
likewife prepare the fields for receiving feed; 
but they rather fcratch it up with wooden 
pickaxes than till it. 

The Caffre huts, more fpacious and higher 

than thofe of the Hottentots, have alfo a 

inore regular form ; it is abfolutely that of a 

perfect hemifphere. The frames of them 

7 ar« 
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are conftrufted of wooden work, well put 
together and very folid, becaufe it is intended 
to laft a long time. This they afterwards 
cover, both within. aad without, with a kind 
of mud or plafter made of cowt dung and 
clay mixed up together, and. fpread over it 
very fmoothly. Thefe huts exhibit to the 
«ye an air of neatnefs which the habitations 
of the Hottentots undoubtedly have not; 
and one would almoft believe them to be 
done over with the fineft cement. The only 
opening which they have Is fo low and nar- 
row, that people muft lie down on their 
bellies to et^er tt. This cuflom at 6ril: 
appeared to me highly ridiculous, and to be 
carried to a much greater length than among 
the Hottentots ; but as they ufe thefe huts 
only in the night-time. It is eaiier, on this 
account, to defend onefelf cither againft ani- 
mals, or the fudden attacks of an enemy. 
The floors of them are covered wlth^the 
fame fubAance as the walls ; and tn the cen- 
tre is formed a circular hearth, furrounded 
by a border two or three inches in height^ 
to contain the fir^, and preferve the hut 
from any danger which it might occafion. 
Around the hut, at the diftauce of five or 

fix 
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fix inches^ they dig a fmall trench, about a ' 
foot and a half in depth, and as much in 
breadth, for the purpofe of receiviug the 
waters) and this precaution fecures it from 
all moifture. In different cantons 1 viHted 
and furveyed more, than foven hundred of 
thefe huts; but I never faw one of a (quare 
form, as fome authors have pretended. Be^ 
fides, I fuppofe it is of little importance to 
the reader to know whether thefe favages 
lodge in round or in fquare habitations j but 
I muft remafk, that, by mentioning every 
thing, one may, foon or late, difcovcr thofe 
travellers who have only feen apart of what 
they have related. 

The fields of the Hottentots being either 
by the foil, their pofition, or the~ number of 
fmall rivers which water them, much more 
fertile than thofe of the Hottentots, it ue- 
ceflarily follows, that tlie Caffresj who apply 
to agriculture, remain fixed to one fpot ; and 
this is always the cafe when nothing inter- 
jupts their repofe. The fame fields which 
gave them birth, is alfo the fcene of their 
lateft moments, unlefs they are attacked, I 
do not fay by barbarous perlecutors only, 
who thiift after their blood, but by fome of 
thofe 
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thofe deftruftive fcourgcs which fpare . nei- 
ther men nor animals, and which fpread de- 
iblation in a moment throughout immenie 
regions. A neat and fblid habitation, con- 
ftru£ted near a rivulet, in the middle of a 
cultivated field which they have inherited 
from their fathers, is enough to enrich the 
language of the Caffres with the agreeable 
appellation of country } which the wander- 
ing indrfierence of .the Hottentots will pre- 
vent them from ever knowing. 

I have, however, made a rMnark, which, 
though it may appear flrange, is.ueverthelefs 
certain and general: notwithftanding the 
foreAs and beautiful woods with which Caf- 
fraria is covered ; notwithftanding thofe de- 
lightful paftures which rife to fuch a height 
as to conceal the herds that are fcattered here 
and there in the fields ; and notwithAanding 
thofe rivers and dreams which crofs each 
other in a thoufand different direflions to 
render them rich and fertile; their oxen, their 
cows, and almoft all their animals, are much 
fmaller than thofe of the Hottentots — a 
difference which undoubtedly arifes from the 
*nature of the fap, and a certain flavour pre- 
dominant in every kind of grafs. I have 
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made this obfervation, not only on the do* 
m^ic animals of the cantons which I tra* 
verfed, but alfo on thofe which were wild, 
and I really found them fmaller than thofe 
1 had before feen in the dry and parched 
countries. I remarked, in my tour amosg 
the Nimiquas, who inhabit mere rocks and 
the mod barren parts perhaps of all Africa* 
that their oxen were the moft beautiful I 
had ever feen ; and that eren the elephants 
and the hippopotami were much more robuii 
than any where clfe. The litlie pafture 
which is to be met with in thcfe miferable 
places, is likewife exceedingly tender and 
fweet. This quality in the herbs may be 
•afily dillinguifhed, and I employed « parti- 
cular method to ilifcover it. After I arrived 
in any canton, when my cattle returned from 
pafture, I judged of the harfbnefs of the grafs 
upon whidi they had fed, by their diiperfing 
themfelves all over my camp, and eagerly 
feardiing for the bones left by my dogs, in 
order to eafe their teeth. As thefe bones 
were of a calcareous nature, by gnawing 
th^m they blunted the force of that irrita- 
tion and acidity which tormented them. We 
therefore never threw our bones into the fire. 
When 
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When theie were wanting, dry wood or 
ilones fapplied their place ; and when thejr 
could not find thefe refburces, they erea 
gnawed each other's horns. When the paf- 
tures were good, this ceremony never todc 
fiace, 

A teore perceptible induftry, an acquaint- 
■ancewitfc Ibme of the moft neccffafy arts, a 
little knowledge of agriculture, and a few 
teJigious dogmas, feem to announce that the 
Caffres are a much more civilized people than 
thofe who live farther fouth. Circumcifion, 
which they generally pradlife, proves that 
they either owe their origin to fome ancient 
people, from whom they have degenerated, 
or that they have only copied it from neigh- 
tours, of whom they have at prefent no re- 
membrance s for when one fpeaks to them 
of this ceremony, they fay it is neither from 
religion nor any other myftic caufe that 
they adopt it. They however entertain a 
very exalted idea of the Supreme Being, and 
of his power : and they believe in a. future - 
ilate, and that the wicked will be puniflied, 
and the gjood rewarded j but they have no 
idea of the creation. They imagine that 
the world exifled from eternity, and that it 
U 2 will 
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will always remain as it is at prelent. Ztx 
other refpeiis they ufe no religious ceremo- 
nies, and they never offer up prayers ; fo that 
we may juftly fay they have no religion at 
all, if there be no religion without worfliip. 
They take upon themfelves the care of edi^ 
eating their own children. Though they 
have no prieAs, they hare magicIanSi who 
are much feared and reverenced by the 
greater part J but I never had the fatisfec- 
tion of feeing any of them. NotwithAanding 
all their credit, I am very doubtful whether 
' they impofe as much upon the vulgar as 
ours. Thefe Caffres fufier themfelves to be 
governed by a general chief or king, whole 
power, as I have had occafion to obferve, is 
very limited. As he receives no fubfidies, 
he cannot maintain troops, and he is far 
from having it in his power to be defpotic. 
He is the father of a free people, but he Is 
neither feareti nor refpeftcd. He Is often 
much poorer than any of his fubjeds, be- 
caufe, beiog at liberty to take as many 
wives as he choofes, and as thefe women 
think it an honour to belong to htm, the ex- 
pences occafioned by this regal train, and 
which he is obliged to take from his private 
7 treafury. 
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treafury, I mean his fields, his cattle, &c. 
ruin his property, and reduce it to nothing. 
His hut is neither higher nor better orna- 
mented than any of the refl: ; and he col- 
lets his ieraglio and his family around him, 
^which compofe a group of twelve or fifteen 
.^uts at moft. The fields which furround 
them are g^erally thofe that he cultivates, 
and it 16 cufliomary for each perfon to ga- 
ther in his own crops, in order to difpofe of 
them in whatever manner he thinks proper. 
The grain which they reap is the favourite 
nourjihment of the Caffres: they pound and 
bruife it between two ftones ; and on this 
account, each family feparating from the reft 
that they may have their produftions within 
their reach, a fingle horde^ not very nume- 
rous, often occupies a league fquare of 
ground, which is never the cafe" among ths 
Gonaquas or the Hottentots. 

This diftance of the different hordes from 
one another, renders it neceflary that they 
ihould have chiefs, who are appointed by the 
king. When he has any thing to commu- 
nicate to them of great importance for the 
nation, he fends for them, and" tells them 
hi^ orders, or, 1 ought rather to fay, his news. 
U 3 Th; 
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The Afferent chiefs then return, to make 

tbem known to thofe who are under them. 

The arms of the CaSres, a plain lance or 
aflagay, announces fomcthing grand and in- 
t;rcpid in their charafter. They defplie 
poifoned arrows, which are fo much ufed 
^mong their neighbours, arid confider them 
as unworthy of their courage. They always 
feek to meet their enefpy face to ^e, and 
they neyer can throw their aH'^gays until 
they are in the open fields, yhe (fotten- 
tot, on the contrary, concealed upfler a rock 
or behind a bufh, deals out dellruAii^n yvitbr 
oat being expofed to danger. The ope i$ 
a perfidious tiger, which ruihes treacheroufly 
on his prey ; and the other is a generous Uon, 
which haying given warning of his approach, 
makes his attack boldly, and periflies if he 
does not get the bjBtter of his antagoniit 
The inequality of his arms is not capable of 
making him hclitate a moment, for his cou- 
fagc and fpirJt fupply every deficiency. Ii) 
the time of war, indeed^ he carries a buckler 
of about three feet in height, made of the 
thickeft part of a buffalo's hide, which is 
Sufficient to defend him from arrows, and 
^yeii affagays, but not from a ball. The 
' ' " ' ' paffre 
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Caffre manages i^fo, with much addrefs,a 
weapon no lei's tefrible than the alTagay, 
when he falls in with his enemy. This 
weapon is a club, two feet and a half in 
length, made of one piece of wood, or of a 
root, three inches in diameter where thickeft, 
and decreaiing in lize towards one of its ex- 
' tremities. Sometimes he will dart it to the 
diftance of fifteen or twenty paces, and it is 
very rare that he does not hit the propofed 
mark. I have feen one of thefe favages 
kill a partridge in this manner the moment 
it fprang up from the ground. 

The fovereign power is hereditary ia the 
king's family, and the prince Is always fuc- r 
ceeded by his eldeft fon ; but in de£iult of 
male heirs, the neareft nephews, and not his 
brothers, are the fucceflbrs. In cafes where 
the fovereign leaves neither nephews nor chil- 
dren, a king is then chofen from among the 
chiefs of the different hordes. Upon thele oc* 
cafions a fpirit of party fometimes prevails, 
which gives rife to fa&ions and intrigues that 
generally end in bloodOied. 

Polygamy is uied among thefo Cafir«, 

and their marriages are ftiU Ampler than 

thofe of the Hottentots. The paroits of the 

U 4 bridfr- 
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bridegroom are always contented with the 
choice he has made, but thofe of the bride 
. tnfpedt into matters a little more narrowly. 
They, however, feldom ftart many difficuU 
ties ; they drink, dance, and make merry for 
whole weeks, according to the riches of the 
two families :'but thefe feAivals never take 
place, except when one marries for the firft 
time i in other cafes every thing is trahfaSed 
in private. The CafFres are no better ao? 
quainted with mufic, and have 'no other in- 
Aruments than the Hottentots,' except that I 
faw amongft them a wretched flute fcarcely 
worth being mentioned. They ufe the Eng- 
lilh flep in their dances, but in other refpe^^ 
they are almoft the fame. 

On the death of a father the male children 
9nd the mother ihare the fuccelfion between 
them. The girls receive no part of it, and 
they remain with their mother until they can 
procure a hufband. If they marry while their 
parents are alive, they receive nothing elfe 
for a dowry but a fe\y cattle, ii> proportion 
to the riches of either. 

In general they do not inter their dead ; 

. they are tranfported from the kraal by the 

family, and depolited in a ditch which is open 

aqd 
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»nd comMion to the whole horde. Savage 
animals often go thither to feed at their lei- 
iure, and this preferves the air pure» which 
would otherwife foon become corrupted, by 
the multitude of .carcalles that are heaped to-' 
gether. Funeral honours are due ooly to 
kings and the chiefs of each horde. The 
bodies are covered with a heap of ftones, col- 
le£led into the form of a dome ; and this ac- 
counts for that feries of fmall mounts feea 
ranged in aline neat Bruyntjes-Hoogte, which 
ibrmerly belonged to the CafFres. , 

I am not acquainted with the difpolition of 
the Caffi^s in refpeft to loye, and I do not 
know whether they'are jealous. I however 
imagine that they are fo only with their own 
countrymen ; for they readily give up their 
women to the fird white man who wilhes to 
enjoy them, provided they receive a fmall re- 
tribution. Hans repeatedly gave me to un- 
d^rtiand, that all thofe whom I admitted into 
my camp were at my fervice, and that I had 
nothing to do but to make a choice : indeed 
there were no kind of allurements tvhich they 
did not throw out before their hufbands to 
lead me into their fnares ; and the latter were 
perhaps 
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perhaps ooly offended at the cool manner m 

which X feemed to receive their addrefles. 

I will not enlarge Either on the(e detuls, as 
I- conceive I have fud enough to Ihew how far 
&^e people differ from their tl«ghboilrs,wheDr 
lAuere ia no other coonmunication betw^n> 
tbem but that eflabliOied hj bloody wars aodr 
continual enmity.. 

The eighth, that happy day which nfas ta( 
faring us nearer the Cape* at length appeared^ 
i^nn which I made a general review of my 
carriages, equipage, and oxen, &c. I had ar— ' 
ranged my new coUedions, and furveyed thoie 
which I procured before ) the balls and ihot 
necefi^y for our hunting«xcurfipns were caft ; 
my oxen, which for a long time had enjoyed' 
reft, and abundance of excellent pafture, were 
full and in. good condition : in a wordk I was. 
ready to depart; but I allowed two days more 
to take leave of our worthy neighbours, and 
to amufe ourfelves with them. 

When the news of my refolutioo were 
fpread abroad, 1 foon faw the whole horde ar- 
riving, both men and womsq, in clufters. 
Haabas was at their head, while all who 
could walk followed him, and ran up to bid 
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us farewel before we 4epsi'ted. I was ex- 
tremely happy that they had come to fpend 
thefe two days with ufc The good Haafaas 
iatroduced to me ibur or dve Gcmaquas of ano- 
ther horde, who having heard mention made 
of xne, had been deputed to invite me to viHt 
their canton. This requeft was made too 
late; but I foftened my refuial by promising 
to remember their invitation the next tim* 
that I undertook a journey into thofe coun- 
tries. 

During thefe two days both parties gave 
themfelves up to all the extravagance of joy 
and pleafure; my brandy was not fpared, nor 
the hydromel which Haabas had made on 
purpofe and brought along with him ; but 
the beautiful Narina and her fifter, who were 
of the party, took no fhare in thefe orgies. 
Sadnefs had above all disfigured the features 
of Narina, whom I comforted aa well as I 
could by giving her a few prefents. I gave 
her fome alfo for her iifVer, her mother, and 
her friends ; in a word, I difpofed upon this 
occafion of the greater part of my toys : but 
drefs at this time was not what principally 
pngaged her attention* To Haabas arid 
}iis people I gave every thing I could fpare 
without 
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without hurting me, and without depriving 
myfelf of thofe refources which were neeeffary 
for my return. Tobaaco above all was diftri- 
buted with great profufion ^faong thefe wor- 
thy favages and I referved only as much as 
might be fufficient to fupply.my people till 
we reached the Cape. 

After this I took the venerable Haabasa6de, 
and prefled him in an &S'e&\oD,ztc manner, and 
even with emotion, to follow the advice which 
I had given him refpe£l:i.ng his own preferva* 
tion, and that of his whole horde. I eud«a- 
voured to perfuade him that the apparent 
tranquillity of the planters, always affembled 
in the fame place, feemed to forebode fome 
new prpjeft, and confequently new afts of 
treachery ; and that his kraal being fituated 
jud between the planters and the Cal^res, he 
might foon or late becoiqe a vi^ini either to 
the one or the other, 

He promifed that he wouid remove to a 
proper. diftaUce as foon as I had departed; 
telling me that he had not formed this refo- 
lution fbpner, as he wished to have the plea- 
fure of feeing me again on my return from 
CafFraria : but he added, with that affection 
and love of which he had given me {o many 
' ^\ proofs, 
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jproofs, that if the times became fortunate, . 
that IS to fay, if peace fliould be reftored, he 
was determined to efl:abli(h himfelf In my 
camp, in remembrance of his benefa<£tor, and 
becaufe he could not find a more agreeable 
ipot. 

On the 4th of December I departed v but 
In vain fhould I attempt to defcribe the coa- 
ftematio'n of the Gonaquas ; one might have 
faid that I was abandoning them to the wild 
b^afls, and that by lofing me they lofl every 
thing. With ilill more difficulty could I de- 
fcribe my own internalfenfations. I had 
now given the fignal, and my people, my 
carriages, and my cattle, were already on their 
way : I therefore ilowly followed this con- 
voy, leading my horfe by the bridle j and 
while I neither looked behind me, nor ut- 
tered a finglc fyllable, 1 fuiFered my tears 
to relieve the fad oppreffion of my heart. 

My worthy and fincere friends, I fliall be^ 
hold you no more ! — .Whatever may be the 
caufe of thofe tender fentiments which you 
have fworn to entertain towards me — be 
happy ! — The fource of them is not purer ia 
Europe than among you — be happy ! ' No 
force is capable of deftroying the remem- 
brance 



hyCoo^le 



^6i TRAVELS IN 

brance of them. Confiding in my adieus, my 
regret, and my tears, you have perhaps long 
expe^ed me in your calamities j your de- 
ceived fimplicity has perhaps brought you 
back more than once to thofe happy fpota 
which were the fcenes of our meetings and 
of our feilivals; you have in vdn fought for 
me; in vain have you called me to alfift you i 
I could neither comfort nor defend you* im* 
menfe trafts of country feparate us for ever* 
But think no more of me. May no foollih 
hope difiurb the tranquillity of your mo- 
ments } fuch an idea would embitter all my 
days^ I have again fubmttted to the chains 
of fociety j I fliall die like fo many others, 
borne d6wn by an enormous load j but I can 
at leaft fay> with my lateft breath, " my 
" name is already effiiced from the remem- 
*' brance of my friends, while the traces of 
■' my feet ftill remain vifible among the Go- 
" naquas." 

From the information I received, I con- 
cluded that we (hould find the fnow-moun- 
tains to the eaft; and that by leaving 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte on my left, and croffing 
that chain of mountains which bear the 
£uue namCj though they extend to a confi- 
derable 
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dersUe diftance, we muft infallibly arrive at 
the former, at the diftance of forty or fifty 
leagues, more or lefs, according to the way 
by which the windings might oblige me to 
conduA my carriages and baggage. 

I had heard fuch different accounts of 
tiiefe mountains, that I was extremely deii- 
reas of feeing them, and of croffing them at 
my leifure J but I was not able to reach thenk 
lb foon as I expefted. Befides, being in- 
formed that the elevation and coldnefs of 
their fummits rendered them uninhabitable 
during leveral months of the year, this nevr 
climate feemed to promife new produdions, 
and varieties of diiFerent kinds, worthy of 
exciting my curiofity. 

Though the heat was exceffive we ad- 
vanced full fix leagues; and at one in th6 
tiiternoon we Hopped at the ruins of a kra^ 
which had been dreadfully ravaged, It> 
wretched inhabitants had probably been fur- 
prifed and mafiacred on the fpot, as the 
ground was ftrewed with human bones and 
fragments of carcafics; a difgufting fight 
from which we haftcned to remove. 

Having fet out at four in the evening, af* 

ter a march ef four hoars, we reached a de- 

ferted 
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ferted habitation* from which nothing had 
been carried away except the furniture. I 
intended to pafs the ni^t here ; but fcarcely 
Jiad we arranged ourfelveSf when I perceived 
a moft extraorditiary itching all over my 
body; upon which I uncovered mj breaft, 
and found it quite black with innumerable 
fwarms of fleas. My Hottentots themfelves 
were not entirely exempt from the attacks of 
thefe importunate vermin; and on this ac- 
count we inftaptly quitted thele infcdious 
places> which my people named the camp of 
jleaSt and went to eftabllfh ourfelves at a 
little diflance, on the banks of a limpid and 
delightful rivulet, into which I plunged 
without taking time to undrefs. As my 
body was abfolutely fpeckled^ Klaas advifed 
me, when I quitted the bath, to fuifer myfelf 
to be rubbed in the manner of the lavages. 
I was therefore greafed and boghoued for tho 
firil time in my life, and I mud confefs that 
I found myfelf much eafier. Though we 
had {lopt only a quarter of an hour in this 
unlucky fpot, my dogs and my carriages 
were covered with thefc infcfts. The bal- 
&mic operation to which I had juft fubmit- 
ted was the only means to fecurc me from 
them» 
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thetn, until length of time, or a flidwer of 
Tftin, might free us from them entirely. On 
accdunt of this procefs, whif h is familiar to 
the Hottentots, they had been Icfs attacked 
by them than their mailer. . 

The new fituation' which we occupied, 
and in which we pafled the night, was not 
deftitute of beauties. On the. north we 
were flanked by immenfe forefts of the fame 
kinds of trees as thofe before mentioned 1 
and the plain was covered with the mimofa, 
which the planters name dooren-boom: I had 
the pleafure of feeing it tn full bloflbm. 
This to me was a lucky circumilance j and 
I did not negle^ to take advantage of it; 
for, as 1 have faid, the flowers of this tree 
attraft vaft numbers of (furious infe^, . 
which are feldom to be found but at this 
feafon } and thefe infects, in their turn, draw 
thither large flocks of birds of every kind, to 
which they ferve as food. I fettled, there- 
fore, in this plain, where I amufed myfelf 
in changing my place of encampment. I 
had reafon to conclude that all the borders 
of the foreft had been inhabited by Caifres ; 
for we could not move a flep without feeing 
the remains of ancient huts, more or lefs de- 

VoL. II. X ilroycd 
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ftroycd by the hand of time. In tlaa place t 
found, without any difficult, two kinds of 
antelope, the goou ftnd the fpring-bocfe. 
The filence of the night never ttppea3«d to 
me more majcftic than here. The rodrtng 
of the lion refounded around m at certain 
intervals} but theconverfattons of thefe^ 
rocious animals could not frighten us* nor 
interrupt our repofe, after having been ac* 
cufliomed to them, and to live in theihidft 
of them for mwe than twelve months. W^ 
however, did not Degle£): car ufual precau- 
tions, I was increafing my collection everj 
day, more and more ; and I enriched it here 
with a magnificent bird entirely unknown to 
orniihologiftfi : my people called it uyt-lagert 
or the mock-bird. As foon as it perceived 
any of us, or one of our animals^ more of , 
the fame fpecies inilantly appeared in fcoresj 
end perching upon the branches neareft to 
us, railing themfelves perpendicular^ on 
their feet, and balancing their bodies from 
one fide to another, tbcy ftunncd us by re- 
peating in a very precipitate manner theft 
iy\\^hU%tgra,ga,gayga. Thcfepoor animals 
ieemed to hurry to their own deftruiSion i for 
we killed as many of them as we chofe* 
Thii 
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*rhis ^ird is -almoft of the fize of the black- 
t>irdj it^ plumage, which is of a golden 
^reeii, reflets ^Totnewhac of purple j its Jong 
ta^il is .ihap^d like {be head of a lance> and, 
like ttie feathers of the wings, it is beauti- 
fully j^otted wish white : the bill, which is 
hooked' a>>d Jong, is ren^arkable as. well as 
the feet, by being of n moft beautiful red 
•colflrir. It clii»bs along the braojches of 
Irees, to find iofcfls.oji which it feeds; and 
vv:hcn -tbey conocsl . ttwmfelves Under the 
back, it detaches ic wry dextetoufly with its 
beak. 

We mud not call this bird a wood-pedker, 
■though.it feems to:luve a confiderable re- 
ibmblancc to it. Very elTential tharaiSierif- 
tics, as will afterwards appear, feparate it 
■from that clafs. 

Having one evening remarked that they 
came m flocks, without any precaution, or 
Ijeingan the lead alarmed at ourprefence, to 
, repofe in different holes in the trunk of a 
Jarge tree, near which we were encamped, I 
ordered feveral of thefe holes to be clofcd ; 
and next morning, when i opened:thera with 
great care, I had the pleafnre of feizing thefe 
birds by their bills, as they made their ap- 
X 3 ^earance 
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pearance in order to efcape. This method 
is certainly cafy and fitnple; and barbcts and 
wood-pcckcrs of every fpecics'may be pro- 
cured in the fame manner; but, as the latter 
conceal themrelvea better than the former, it 
is more diificult to difcover them. An ob- 
fervatibn which I confider as very juft, is, 
that all birds which have two toes before 
and two behind, retire to hollow trees during 
the night-time; but this, however, does not 
deprive other fpecies, fuch as the ttttnoufe, 
the nut-hatch *, &cc. of the fame inftin^. 

It would be highly imprudent to thruft 
one's hand into thefe holes without being 
certain what they contain ; for they are 
often inhabited by fmall quadrupedes of the 
lize of a fat; and ferpents alfo fometimes get 
into them, in order to devour the birds or the 
eggs: arid' though thefe reptiles", for the 
moft part, are not noxious, they never fail to 
occafion great terror, which people cannot 
always fupprefs. That fpecies called kooper- 
kapei^ of which I have already fpofcen; glide 
up trees very ealily, and may alfo take £hel- 
tcr in- fdme oi thefe holes : people, thep, 

* In French ?B«A^/. Sitta .Europaea, Linn.; . T-' 
I .. would 
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would be expofed to fcnnethiag more than 
fear, and pay dear for their imprudent curi- 
olity. 

On the 1 6th wc purfucd our journey. In 
five different encampments I travcrfed all the 
country, which we were about to quit. After 
i]iarching three hours, I found myfelf on the 
banks of the Rlein-Vis river j fo that I could 
not advance farther that day : and vre fpent 
a great deal of time in endeavouring to find a 
part of the river fordable for my carriages. 
In this place they had before been in great 
danger of being overfet. 

The following day having croflcd the ri- 
ver vrithout fuilaining any lofs, I faw ano» 
ther deferted habitation; but I had not the 
curiofity to approach it. Some leagues far- 
ther we found abundance of mimofas. and all 
as completely in bloiTom as thofe I had left 
the evening before. I yielded the more rea- 
dily to the temptation which induced me to 
ilop on the borders of thefe forefts, as I ob- 
fcrved a variety of birds which I had no 
where fccn, and, for the fecond time, that 
kind of perroquet of which I have before 
fpoken. Wandering to a little diflance, I 
found myfelf in a fmall meadow, amidft a 
X 3 wood 
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wood of very bufliy trcce. This ptacefsl de^ 
fart fcemed to be favourable for my opera- 
tionsj and very convenient for my carriages j^ 
but to convey them through buflies and 
branches which crofled each other in a thou- 
iknd different dire^ions, appeared to be a 
work of great difficulty. We had, however, 
overcome obftaclcs even more infurmount- 
able; and this, like alt the reft, gave way tp 
our exertions. On the i (}th, after much ]a-< 
bour and fatigue, I accompliflied my defign; 
but 1 had the misfortune to lofe one of my 
bell oxen, which was driven with fo much 
violence againft one of the mimofas that its 
prickles petKtrated the animaKs breaft, and 
broke in the fleih. We extracted in the befl: 
manner we could all thofe which appeared, 
or which we could lay hold of, with a pair of 
pincers; but, as our art extended no farther, 
thofe which had funk dcepcr,^ and which 
we could neither lay hold of nor perceive, 
occafioned fo great an inflammation, that,. 
after twenty-four hours, all the confulta- 
tions of my bell phyficians ended in a refo- 
lution of putting the patient to death, which 
■was immediately executed. 

Thcfe woods fwarmcd with touracos, 
3 which 

• D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 



AFRICA.- 3i« 

which were more familiar,, and appeared to be 
much larger, than thofe of the foreft$ of Au- 
teniqua. I found here alfo a new fpecies of 
calao; aad^ among other birds which I had 
zievccb^ore feen, I.diftin^ilheda blackbird 
with an oraogc-colourcd bcUy ; which, be- 
£,des the pleafure occafioned by this difco- 
very, gave me alfd an opportunity of rc- 
xnarkiog the fimplicity of the Hottentoti. 

Pit having brought me this bird» which 
^vas a feinale, I ordered him to return in- 
ilantly to the fpot where he had killed it, 
not doubting that be would find the male i^ 
, hut he begged me to dlfpenfc with his fer- 
viccfi upon this occafion, as he durll not 
venture to fire at \t. I however continued 
to infill upon his obeying ; but what was my 
aftonifhment when I faw him with an affect- 
ed air, and in a tone almoil lamentable, de- 
clare that fome misfortune would undoubt- 
edly enfue ; that he had fcarcdy killed the 
female^ when the male began to purfue him 
with great fury, continually repeating Pit- 
mt-wrouy Pif'tne-'wrou ! It muft be obferv'ed 
thAt thefe two words exactly reprefent the 
animal's cry; and I was naore convinced 
of this afterwards, by killing one of theie 
X 4 blackbirds, 
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biackbirde, than by the vain terrors of Pit. 
Thefyllables it fcems to pronounce are three 
Dutch words, which fignify pit or Peter my 
wife; and Pit imagined that the bird, catling 
him by his name, requeued him to return 
his mate. I found it atmoll impolHble to 
calm the diilurbed imagination of this man, 
who perfiftcd in refufing to fire on thefe 
birds ; and had any unlucky accident hap- 

fhed to him during our marches or hunt- 
ing excurfions, whatever might have been 
the caufe of it, his companions would not 
have failed to afcribe It to his killing the firft 
of thefe blackbirds. This belief, founded on 
a fad vrhich I myfclf had an opportunity of 
being convinced oi*, might, in the defarts of 
Africa, have eftabliihed the firfl miracle <af a 
new rdigion. 

In every part of this foreft I found a fpe- 
fries of apes with black vifages; but I could 
never catch any of them. I^eaping from one 
tree to another, as if bidding mc defiance, 
they in turns appeared and difappeared in an 
)nfl:ant ^ whilfl: I fatigued myfelf to no pur- 
pofe in purfuing them. One morning, how- 
ever, after ranging for fome time in the 
neighbourhood of my camp, I obfervcd 
about 
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ftbout thirty of them feated on the brandrn 
of a tree, aod expofing their white bellies to 
the firft rays of the fun. As the tree which ■ 
they had chofen was fo much feparated from 
the reft, that their ihadow did not incom- 
mode them, I made a circuit through the 
buiheS} and having approached as near to 
them as I could without being difcovered, I 
ran up to the tree before they had time 
to dcfcend. I was certaiii that none of 
them had efcaped ; but, not with ftanding 
this, I could not perceive one of them, 
though 1 caft my eyes round on every Gde, 
and walked backwards and forwards, exa- 
mining the tree with the utmoft attention. 
I refolved thierefore to fit down at fome dif- 
tande from the root of it, and to watch un- 
til I could obferve fome motion ; and after a 
coofiderable fpace of time I was amply re- 
paid for my patience. I at length faw a head 
ftretched out, apparently with a view of dif- 
covering what was become of me; upon 
which taking aim; I difchaiged my piece, 
and the animal inAantly fell. I expefted 
that tbe'noife'of the report would have 
lightened the reft of the troop j but this 
was not the cafe ; itad though i kept my poft 
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ifor half an hour longer, pot one of thetn 
ilirred or appeared. Tired oS this fatiguing 
fOiplojFinent, I fired fcveral times ioto the 
tree at random, and had the pleaTure of feed- 
ing two more fall ; while a third, which was 
-eolyt wounded, fufpcnded itfelf by its tatt 
from a Ihiall branch : andthflr diichargc 
brought this one down aUb ; and, being fatiC- 
iied' with my fpoil, I collected my four apes, 
and &t out to rftturn to my camp. When I 
had got to a certain diHance from the tree, I 
iaw the whole troop, which, imagining that 
I wa$ now too far from them to do any exe- 
cution, defcended with precipitation, and 
hadened towards the tbickeft part of the 
woods, fending forth loud cries. By fome 
Aragglcrs, which with difficulty followed 
tltc reft, halting either on one of the hind or 
fore feet, 1 concluded that feveral of them 
had been wounded by my fbot ; but in this 
precipitate flight I did not obferve, as fome 
trarellers have iaid, that thofe unhurt a0iiled 
&£ lame ones, by taking them up on their 
ihoulders, in order that their common re- 
treat might not be retarded: and I am of 
opioioo that, in this refped. when attacked* 
they are like the Hottentots, whofe atten- 
' tion 
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tion 19 too much engaged with their own 
iafuty CO l^ink of that of othort. 

"When I returned to tay tent, I begta t» 
examine my capture. This fpecies of ape » 
■of a middle Hze j its hair, which is pretty 
k)ng, has generally a greenifli lint ; its belly, 
as 1 have already remarked, is white, ui4 itti 
face is altogether hlack. Its rump is cal- 
lous ; and this part, which is, entirely delH- 
tuteof hair, as well as the organs of genera- 
tion in the male, is of a fine blue colour. 
At the time when I was examining thefe ani- 
mals, Kees entered my tent, and I imagined 
that he was about to give vent to loud cries, 
when he perceived them, though they were 
of a different fpecies from him { but it ap- 
|>eared that he was not fo mncb afraid of 
them when dead as when alive : he conlidered 
them one after the other, and turned them 
over feveral times in all directions, to ex- 
amine them in the fame manner as he had 
feen me. He was not, I believe, the ^^ 
monkty who wiflied to fet up for a naturalift; 
but he was ftrongly impelled by a iecret mo- 
tive much lefs generous than that of acquir- 
ing knowledge. By feeling the cheeks of the 
deceafed, he had difcovered fome treafures ; 

for 
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for I foon iaw him venture to open their 
mouths, plunder their pouches* of the al- 
monds they had plucked from the tree 
called geel'boutt and confign them to his 
own. 

My encampment in this place became 
highly intcreiUng> and afforded me much, 
riches : beddes this, it was very agreeable to 
my people, and fupplied plenty of provifions 
for my cattle. I remained in it, therefore, 
till the 28th, and left it with much regret. 
It was one of thofe which made me fenfible 
how eafy it would have been for me to for- 
get that there are other climates, other man- 
ners, aqd other pleafures. 

In the morning of the day following we 
decamped, and, after travelling three hours, 
we met a few favage Hottentots, who were 
driving fome Iheep before them, and going 
to join their refpeftive hordes, from which 
they had feparated } but for what purpofe I 
did not learn. As I wanted proviHons, I 

* Naturalifls remark that apes have, between their 
cheeks and the inferior jaw-bones, a kind of bags or 
pouches, which ferve them as magazines^ in which they 
occalibnally prerervc fuch finite as they have not titn^ or ' 
are not difpoTed to eat^ till they are hungry. 

purchafed 
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purchafed a couple of thefe ammals from 
[hem, for which Z paid them liberally, and 
we continued our journey together for above 
an hour; after which, their deftination b«ng 
difierent from ours» they left us to revific 
their kraals that were a few leagues diilant. . 
Three hours after, we were flopped by the 
river Klan-Vis, which, from the time that 
^e crofied it, now appeared to us for the 
third time. The wheels of one of my car- 
riages began here to give way ; the fjukes . 
were fo loofe In the naves, that the leafl 
jolt made us tremble j a longer delay would 
only have increafed the evil, and on this ac- 
count I reiblved to remain encamped fome 
days in this place to repair it. In this place 
two days after, according to the new flile of 
my calendar, we fpent the firft day of the 
new year 1782- 

The Hottentots, who have no comprehen- 
fion of the folar year, are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with the etiquette of the firfl day that 
begins it; no compliments therefore were 
paid on our part, and confequently there 
were no fallehoods told, and no hypocritical 
proteftations made. 1 only gave myfelf, as a 
new-year's gift, a new hat, which had never 
been 
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been cocked, and I made my people ihbcrt fat 

my old one. Klaas having been ib fortunate at 
to breat the battle to pieces, it would be im- 
iwffible for me to defcribe his joy When he 
ibund that he had .won the prizcj and added 
• to his Wardrobe ati -article of -fo mucli valae, 
and a piece of drefe Ml more thagnlficenC 
than the pair of old breeches which I -gave 
iim-whett I made my folcmn entry among 
the Gonaquas. 

Next morning, -while 'We ^were bulily era* 
ployed on our waggon and wheels, a generstt 
joy fcemed to be diffufed over every counter 
nance : and when I alked my people the caufe 
of this fudden emotion, they cameup to me, 
and pointed to a diftaut cloud, which leemed 
to be advancing towards us. In this phetH)" 
mcnon I found nothing that could occafion 
fo much rejOLCtng; and t did not diftinguilh, 
till this pretended cloud had got nearer us, 
that it was compofed of millions of locufts. 
I had often heard mention made of theft in- 
fers, which every year collefl: fhemftlves into 
innumerable (warms, and quit the places that 
gave birth to them, In order to eftablilh them- 
felves fcmewhere elfe j but this was the firft 
time I ever faw them. They -were indeed 

fo 
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Ca numerous, that they darkened the air; they 
did ntit, howeverj rife very high above ouf 
heads, and they formed a column which, 
might be about three thoufand feet ip, leDgtb^ 
^nd, reckonitig by my wftfch^ three hours 
«lapfed before they had pafled us. This 
fWarm were £b clofe* that fev^ral of them^ 
Atfled or hurt by being dafhed againA the 
reft, fell down like hail, while Keea» who 
colleded them, feailed on. them with much 
pleafure. 

They afforded an excellent treit alfo to 
my people, who extolled this manna fo much 
that I yielded to the temptation, and wifhed 
to partake with them ; but if it is true, as 
we are aflured, that in Greece, and particti* 
larly at Athens, the public jnarkets were al- 
ways fupplicd with .this food, and that it wa» 
much fought after by the epicures of th? 
time, I freely confefs, that I ihould have cut 
a very poor figure among thefe Acridoph^i, 
unlefsHeavep, together with the taile of th« 
Greeks, had bcAowed upon n)e a different 
conftitution. 

On the 3d of January we, at length, de* 

parted, and, leaving behind us th,at chain of 

mountains called Brayntjes-Hoogte, we per-r- 

ceived 
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ceived to the north thofe of Snew-berg, for 
which we had been fo Jong wifhing. Though 
the hotteft feafon was now arrived^ we fliU ob- 
ierved fnow in the fifliire^ and ravines neareA 
the fummits of thefe awful mountains. 
Whilft I was amuliiig myfelf in looking at 
them with my fpy-glafs, my Hottentots in- 
formed me that they faw a white man. This 
diicovery afieAed me in a very fenlible man- 
ner, for I had not feen any of that colour for 
Several months. I found that this peribn had 
undertaken a very longjourncy; merely with 
a view to procure fait, at a lake fituated near 
the river Swart-Kops ; and having joined him, 
we converfed together for forae time ; but 
he could not refrain from (hedding tears 
when he related to- me that in the com- 
mencement of the war againft CaiFraria, in 
which . he rcfufed to aflift the reft of the 
planters, he had been attacked, with his wife, 
an only foi>, and his Hottentots, by the Caf- 
fres, with whom he had always before kept 
up a friendly intercoiirfe ; that he gnd his 
family had quickly hid themfelves in the 
buflies ; but that, when day arrived, the whole 
troop united, and he found his fon pierced 
through by a thoufand affagays. The me- 
lancholy 
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lancboly tale of this unfortunate father filled 
me with great grief; and though I did not 
attempt to allay his, the moft profound fi- 
lence expreffed, better than vain reafoning» 
whgt confolation he could expeft from a 
feeling heart. He however confelfed, that 
the hatred of the CafFres was inveterate, but 
that it was vary unlucky for the innocent 
that the effefts of their vengeance did not 
always fall upon, thofe alone who de- 
served it. 

To amuie him a little, I begged him to 
pafs the night with me, and I treated him in 
the beil manner I could. I regaled him with 
a di(tk of my niceA tea, and gave htm fome 
excellent tobacco. The thread of our con- 
verfation having condu<lled us, I know not 
how, to the fubjeft of horfes, he told me 
that one of his friends, who lived near the 
Swart Kops, had Ifaewn htm ope which be 
had found when out on a hunting excurlion, 
and that, not being able to difcover to whom 
he belonged, he had kept him. This cir- 
cumilance reminded me of the one I had loft 
on the banks of the river Krom, at the end 
of the Ange-Kloof, feven or eight moath» 
before ; and, after the account which I gave, 
Vot.II. Y ho 
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he was fo firmly perAiaded that this was my 
horfe, that he immediately odered to let rae 
pick out two of his beil oxen, if I would con- 
fign my right over to him, and give him a 
letter to his friend that he might fend for 
him. My horie undoubtedly was worth 
much more than he offered ; but, confidering 
on the one hand the, difficulties and the de- 
lay that would be occafioned by undertaking 
fo long a journey, and on the other the Ser- 
vice that I might immediately receive from 
the two oxen which he offered me, and be- 
ing defirous belides to £hew him fome mark 
ef my efteem and friendfhip, I did not hcfi* 
tate to accept his propofal, and I gave him 
a note to^receive my horfe. 

I ilill (^ontinuid my journey towards the 
Snew-Berg, which we continually kept iii 
view* and at the hottom of which I flattered 
myfelf I ihould arrive the next day; but 
about eleven the excelBve hcai obliged us to 
halt on the banks of the Bly river, where we 
pafied the night. This torrent was of little 
fervice to us, as the drought had dried it al* 
inoft entirely up, fo that we had noting elfs 
to quench the thlrft which tormented us but 
fome had-tafted ftagniant water, that w« 
found 
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ftMind in fome of the deepefl: parts of Us bed. 
At the break of day we haAened to quit this 
difagreeable {^ace^ and, after a march of three 
hours and a half, we fell in with another riveo 
named Birds river, where I remarked, among 
other fingularities, that the more we ap-- 
proached the fnow mountains the more in- 
tcnfe the heat became. Th<; piles of rocks 
which composed their lofty peaks, heated no 
doubt by the fcoFching fun, refle£te(l his rays 
and concentred thetn in the neighbouring 
valleys. As the whole caravan were much 
incommoded on this account, it was not 
poUible for us to proceed any farther. 

In the ihort,fpace which we had traverfcd 
betwieea the one river and the other, we met 
only one flock (^ fpring-boc antelopes; but I 
may fay that it filled the whole plain. It 
was an emigration of which we faw neither 
the beginning nor the end. This was precifely 
the ieaibn when thefe animals quit the dry 
rocky regions of the extremity of Africa to 
repair towards the north, either to Calfraria, 
or fomc other woody country abounding with 
water. To attempt to number them, or to 
fay that they amounted to twenty, thirty, or 
even fifty thoufand, I fliould be very far 
Y 2 from 
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from the tmthj to believe what I here affert 
one muft have fccn their paffage. We marched 
in the midft of them, yet they fcemed not to 
be in the lead deranged ; and they were fo 
tame that I killed three of them without 
quitting my carriage: it would have been 
very eafy for us, had there been occafion for 
it, to procure as many as would have fup-> 
plied provifions fur a long time to |innume- 
rable armies. In {hort, the retreat of thefe 
antelopes foretold, with more certainty than 
xhtLifge Alrrtanacky that approaching drought 
which we had every reafon to expe<^. 

Having refiimed our journey on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, in going up the Birds river, 
which has its fource in the fnow mountains, 
an accident, that might ha^e been attended 
with very fcrious confequences, ftopped us 
for fome time. The clothes of the perfon 
who drove one of my carriages having caught 
hold of fome prickles of the mimofa, which 
he did not obfcrwe, while he was endeavour- 
ing to place himfelf In his feat he fell down, 
and as the waggon advanced the wheel 
went over his leg, I inftantly ran up to him, 
and I was exceedingly happy to find, after a 
minute exapiination, tliat there was no frac- 
ture. 
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ture. I applied fomentations to the wound 
Hiyftlf, afterwards wrapped it up with feveral 
bandages foaked in brandy, and, leil my 
patient (hould regret the ufe to which I ap-> 
plied it, I made him fwallow a large bum- 
per of it. For feveral days he rode in one 
of my carriages i and this accident was at- 
tended with no other pfFfits, * 

The fnow mountains appeared to me like 
the land of promife, for I found it very 
difficult to reach them, as one obfliacle con- 
ftantly fucceeded another. On the 7th, when 
I was about to depart, perceiving, when I 
liumbcivd my cattle, that three of them were 
fniffing, my people difperfed themfelves on 
all fides to fearch for themt ^nd were fortu- 
pate enough to fucCeed; but this operation 
required Co much time, that we could not 
yoke them till feven in the evening. The 
days had now attained to their greateft 
length, but the coolnefs of the nights wa^ 
extremely agreeable; and, as I conjedured 
that wc were no more than four or five 
leagues from Platte river, I intended, when 
we arrived there, not to advance any farther. 
Scarcely had we travelled two or three 
leagues, when one of my Hottentots in the 
y 3 rear- 
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fear-guard came galloping towards me ftdl 
fpeed, followed by all the relays, which ar-r 
rived in the greateft diforder. The terror 
being communicated to the twelve oxen of 
my Fampoen-kraal waggon, which at that 
time having no Hottentots to keep them back 
and manage the two firft, ai is generally the 
cafe, took frig'ht and ftarted on one fide, by 
which accident the pole was broken, and 
dragging the carriage- after them, they ruQied 
into the thickeft part of the buffaes. Our 
confufion now became «very moment more 
general, and by the bellowing of the oxea 
there fcemcd to be no doubt that we were 
purfucd by lions. We therefore ran to out- 
arms J and whilft fome attempted to flop the 
oxen of the other two carriages, which had 
fuffercd themfelves to be hurried away like 
tfaofc of the third, and while others were 
employed in gathering and colledting every 
thing they could lay their hands on in order 
to kindle fires, I fet out, accompanied b^ 
my moft expert huntfmen, and went back 
the fame way we had come, to oppofe theft 
cruel animals, and give the reft time to make 
every neccflary preparation. The night was 
not very darkj wc were upon a fandy plain, 
which 
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Which eaabled us to .perceive objefls at a cer- 
tain diftancc ; and when I faw my dogs ap^ 
proach us, and Ireep clofe to us in a body, I 
was fully convinced that there were lions 
near us. Having fuddenly obferved two of 
thiefe animals, which feemed to bs waiting 
for us on a fmall eminence, we difcharged ali , 
our pieces together; but this produced no 
other efTedt than to make them difappeatk 
We however ilill advanced in the hopes of 
killing at leaft one of them, and, by way of 
precaution, we continued to difcharge our 
fufccs, but we faw nothing more of then\. 
As it was of no avail to perfift in purfuing 
them farther, for they had by this time got 
to a conliderable diftancc, and as our fires 
were woil kindled, we approached them, while 
our fcattered oxen did the fame. They arrived 
at the fpot one after the other, and in a little 
time we had recovered them all, except thole 
belonging to the Pampoen-kraal waggon, 
which we heard bellowing at a certain dif- 
tance. Though they were not far from us, 
none of my people (hewed any inclination to 
go to their relief; but having at length pre- 
vailed upon a few of them to foliow me, 
each of us took a flaming torch in the one 
y 4 hand, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOt^le 



328 TRAVELS IN 

hand, and a fufee in the other» and, protend 
by my dogs which preceded us, we went in 
queft of them, and foon reached the place 
where they were. When we arrived, I found 
that the piece of the pole which the oxen 
had carried with them being caught between 
two trees had Aoppcd them : they were all in 
a cluAer, and fo embarrafled in the traces, 
that there were no other means of extricating 
them but by cutting them to pieces. Three 
of the oxen were miffing ; they had broken 
their yokes, and we imagined that they were 
devoured i but when we returned to our fires, 
I learned that they had juft made their ap- 
pearance. . 

Were thefe animals taught, by an tnftin£t 
merely mechanical that near fires they had 
nothing to dircad from their enemies ? Had 
cuilom infpired tbem with this reflet^ion, 
that for more than the fpace of a year, fpent 
in travelling along with me, voracious ani- 
mals, which at firft caufed fo much uneafi- 
nefs to them, dared neither to attack them 
nor come near them F Or did they conceive 
fo high an idea of man, as to fee in him a 
powerful proteaor, and an irrcfiftible de- 
fender ? This fubjcd I fliall- not attempt to 
explain j 
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explain; but I know that Nature, whfch be- 
Aows on all animals whatever a fulHcient 
^ihare of intelligence to provide for their own 
•lafety, feemed here to have doubled it j. and 
upon this point I have on more than one oc- 
cafion made remarks* which have always filled 
me with aAonlfliment and admiration. The 
morals to be drawn from natural hiAory ex- 
tend farther than may be imagined. The 
eye of metaphyfics penetrates every day far- 
.ther and farther; and blind curiofity, which 
alone formed colledions formerly, gives 
place at prefent to nobler and more valuable 
motives. No objed» now are too fmall for 
. the attention of the philofopherj the genius 
of difcovery knows to give importance to 
every thing; and even infers, coniidered 
twen^ years ago as minute and mean objects, 
. occupy a confpicuous place in the fcale of 
. beings *. 

At break of day I returned to the place 
where I had fired the preceding evening, and 

* A complete treatifc of Ontology ■mil foon appear, 
wordi^ of the Icarnetl maa who firftlaid the foundations of 
diat grand work, and of the refpedable c<»moifleur who 
j)rote£t8 and fupports by, his fortune fo noble an under- 
taking. 

3 I ob- 
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I observed the graces of a Ibh ^nd thofe of 4 
liohcfs, which,' though equally ftrong, are al- 
ways lefs. Having followed thefe traces for 
ibmc time, they conduced me,, byaTmaU 
winding, near to my people, which proved 
to me that thefe animals had advanced clo& 
to us. We thought it very fortunate that 
we had kept watch till the appearance of 
day; and this circumftance was an ufcful hint 
to me never to travel during the night ih 
countries with which I was fo Httle at> 
quainted, and which, as I afterwards learned, 
are the moft^ dangerous to be pailed of all 
Aftica. 

I had un'der my carriages fome ipare poles 
cut down in the foreils of Auteniqua; but 
ds there was no water in the place where we 
had flopped, and as we had no time to lofe 
in procuring any, I ordered the traces tt> re- 
ceive a temporary repair : we fpliced there- 
fore the broken pole, in the beil: manner we 
cotild, with two pieces of wood, and purfucd 
our journey; but what was our dJfappoint- 
ment when we arrived at the Platte river to 
find it dry ! We Went up. its banks for three 
quarters of an hour, always tormented with 
thirA, which ftiU increafed, and out of breath; 
6 but 
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but we at length had the good fortune to 
arrive at feme bogs, containing a little mud- 
dy water which thp fun had not yet ex- 
haled. 

Here we no longer beheld the magnificent 
country of Cafiraria; and we had entirely 
loft fight of thofe rich paftures, and thofe 
majoftic foreAs, over which our eyes had 
«randere4 wi^ ^o much delight. Hocka 
piled on each other and parched fands every 
day fucceeded thofe beautiful views, under 
/onus always more hideous. We found our* 
ielves every where hemmed in by moun- 
tains, the lides of which were inclined in a 
moil fantastical manner, while their peaked 
fummits, fufpended over our heads, filled 
the mind with that profound terror, which 
is the confequence of difcouragement, add 
which awakens the moft difmal rcmembrancfc, 
Thofe of Snew-Berg, at the bottom of which 
we now were, rofe very far above the reftj 
and winter, feated on their fummits, feemed 
to difpute with the fun the fovereignty of 
thefe difmal regions. 

Ae it was my intention to climb and tra- 

vcrfe a part of this famous cordillera, though 

I knew that the Bofhmen had, like the lions, 

eftabliOied 
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cftablHIied their haants in it, and as I was 
dcfiroas of fecuringmyfelf from any furprile 
by either> I fixed my camp in an open 
fpot, and fortified it in the befl manner I 
could. 

Having fben the traces of a rhinoceros, npy 
ancient ardour for hunting was again reTived. 
and I promifed a handfome reward to the 
firft of my people who ihould procure me 
one of thefe monftrous animals; but neither 
of us were fo fortunate, for we faw no far- 
ther appearance of them. I however uncx- 
peAedly fell in with a fmall fiock of eight 
elks, none of which fpecics I had ever killed, 
and purfuing them briikly, I (hot one dead 
on the ipot. Dodor Sparmann hit given a 
very accurate defcriptionof this animal, which 
the favages mixickana. It is entirely different 
from the elk defcribed by Buffon, and is 
only the largeft fpecies of the antelopes of 
the Cape. 

When I returned to my camp, I found that 
all my hunters, who had difperfed themielvcs 
every where throughout the neighbourhood 
with a view of gaining the prize, were arrived 
very much difcontented and fatigued. One 
of them having informed me that he had 
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vnct with a horde of favage Hottentots^ who& 
kraal was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountains, I refolved to pay them a vifitj bat 
I carried with me only three of my bcft marlcT- 
men and the perfcn who had given me this 
intelligence. Next morning, at the break of 
day, we had fcarcely advanced half way when 
we met five of thefe people, who of their 
own accord were coming towards my camp 
to lee me. They however turned back, and 
conduiSted me to their habitation, where their 
children, as foon as they efpicd me, ran dif- 
ferent ways to conceal themfelves, fending 
forth horrible cries. This general confter- 
nation appeared to ine very unnatural, and 
difconcerted alt my ideas; for, when I firft 
entered the horde of H^abas and that of feve- 
ral others, the women and the children had 
indeed retired, but by their behaviour they 
Ihewed neither fear nor appreheniioh. Being 
very defirous to difcover the caufe of this 
terror, I was informed that thefe people had 
been eflablifhed only a Hiort while in the 
place where I faw themj that in'Camdebo, 
their own country, they had experienced a 
thoufand perfecutlons from the planters; 
that. 
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that^ animated with the mofi inveterate and 
ianguinary hatred ^gainft the whites, they 
endeavoured to infyire their children with 
the iame deteflatioo of them, in order that 
it might iucreaie with their years ; and that 
they vt&^c not forry to have heard them, re- 
peat, in this rencontre, the catechifm of 
vengeance. 

With, r^rd to the men, they fmiled oq 
my approach, and feemed not at all aftonifli* 
cd ta fee me ; for they had been informed 
the preceding evening that I intended to pay 
them a viiit. Their horde amounted only 
to about an huudred. or an hundred and 
twenty people ; and their flocks, which I 
met in gcxng towards them, and which con- 
lifled of an hundred horned cattle, and per- 
haps twice that number of deep, plainly 
fhewed that they were far from being 
wealthy : but I was more fully convinced 
that this was the cafe when I faw thefe poor 
wretches employed in drying locuils upon 
hard mats, and cutting off their legs and theu: 
wings. As their colleQion of this provifion 
was in the highefl: ftat? of fermentation, I 
was obliged to take the windward fide of 
them, 
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them, in order to avoid the infectious ex- 
halations which, every: now and thea pro- 
ceeded from it. 

Not quite iix months before thefe poor 
Hottentots had taken fhelter in this place, to 
avoid the cruelties committed by the plant- 
ers ; bat, without knowing it, they had 
expofed themfelves to atrocities of another 
kind. Befides the dangerous Bolhraen, who 
might every moment difcover them, they 
had to defend themfelves alfo ^inft ferocious 
animals, and particularly wild dogs, which 
occafioned great ravage among their flocks. 
Having given them fome advice refpe^ing 
their fafety, and made them a few prefents, 
2 oifered to purchale fome (heep from them, 
which they promifed to bring next morning. 
As I was preparing to take leave of them, I 
was obliged to enter one of their huts, to 
fhelter myfelf from a dreadful florm which 
fuddenly came upon us, and which con- 
tinued full three hours, during which I was 
almoft inundated. The- whole kraal was in 
danger of being fwept entirely away ; many 
of the huts were violently fhaken ; the tor- 
rents hurried before them fand and earth, 
which they wafhed down in their courfe, 

and 
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and trees torn up by the roots ; but as thb 
place which I occupied was better {ecured; I 
beheld with pleafure, though up to the knee» 
in water* the cafcades and catara&s that fell 
with a horrid noife from the fummits of thd 
xnountatnSt and which, daihing againft each 
other in their fall, reached the plains in a 
thoufand ftreams^ and covered them with 
vapour and foam; The banks of the Platte 
river, which was only a few paces from 
me, having in a moment difappeared, I gave 
the firft body of water time to fubiide ; but 
being under great uneafinefs concerning my 
camp, I took advantage of the earlicA inter- 
val which the rain gave us, and fet out to 
return. Whilft I was confined in this hut, 
I fufiered much from a ba^of locuils, which, 
though already dry, emitted a moil foetid 
and dilgufiing fmell. The rain continued 
with great fury during the whole night* and 
the day following the inundation Increafed 
fo much, that thefe Hottentots were not able 
to vifit my camp as they had promifed. 

We now entertained little dread of being 
in want of water; but we made no ufe of that 
of the river, becaufe it was both brackiih 
and muddy : we preferred having recourfe 

to 
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to the ponds, which being undifturbed, the 
{and and the mud had fublided at leifurc. 

The next day, as the weather was much 
calmer, about twenty meti and a few women 
brought me four iheep, and an old cow which 
was only fit for the knife. Thefe people 
did not feem to be remarkably fond of my 
glafs beads : their women, indeed, were 
loaded with them. They (hewed much more 
avidity for tobacco ; and as I could procure a 
fupply -of this part of my provifion with the 
greatefl eafe when I entered the colonies, I 
was not fparing of it. My libefality on this 
occafion won their hearts, and they brought 
rae eleven Iheep more, for which I paid 
them very generoufly. 

Knowing that I was about to traverse 
a very dry and barren country, I preferved 
thefe different acquifitions as a valuable re- 
fource in cafe of neccffity. 

One day, while I had a great many of 
thefe ftrangers with me, one of the keepers 
of my flocks came to inform me, that fcveral 
of the Boftimen, coming down from the 
mountains, had approached him and his com- 
panions, but that they had kept them in 
awe by a few difcharges of their fiifccs. 

Vol. 11. Z Upon 
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Upon this intelligence, Klaas and I got on 
horfeback, and, followed by four other chaf- 
feurs, fet out to purfue them. We indeed 
foon difcovered thirteen of thefc plunderers ; 
but the rapidity of our courfe, and our de- 
termined and refolute appearance, foon put 
them to flight. We however galloped to- 
wards them full fpeed, and made fome of 
our balls whiz around their ears ; but we 
could not get neat enough to take proper 
aim at them. I confidered it as fuflicient 
for me, and it tended not a little to my 
fafety, that we had ftruck them with fome 
. terror. We faw them all enter the moun- 
tains by different paths, and they foon dif- 
appeared entirely. I greatly admired the 
agility with which they climbed the ftcepeft 
rocks with the nimblenefs of monkeys i but 
I did not choofe to follow them farther ; for 
it would have been highly imprudent to at- 
tempt to attack them in their ftrong holds, 
and their impenetrable receffes. 

Thefe people would not afluredly have 

miffed us. They were all perfectly naked j 

■ and I judged,' by the traces of their feet, 

that they wore fandals. This flight alarm 

was of the greatell utility ; it fcrved to len- 

» der 
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^r lis more fufpicious ; and oil this £fccount 
I doubled our gUards, and Swanepoel and I 
went the . rounds alternately ; wjiile my 
faithful Klaas, at the head of a fmall de- 
tachment, vifited the valley and its en- 
virons. From time to time they fired their 
fufees, which Hgnals my herdfmen were 
obliged to anfwer ; and by thele means I 
ivas aflured that they bad not fallen afleep^ 
and that they difcharged their du^ with fi- 
delity. 

This precaution, which I obferved for the 
fake of good order^ and that I might have 
nothing to reproach myfelf with in our pre^ 
fent circumftances, was of very little utility 
in other reipe&s. A Hottentot dreads a 
Bofhman much more than a lion : this falu*> 
tary fear kept all mine on the watch, and 
even in the moil open places, which expofed 
them to excruciating torment from thirft; 
for the heat had now become almoft infup- 
portable. I myfelf was expofed to the fatne 
inconvenience as much as they, but this did 
not make me abandon my hunting excur- 
fions. It was a matter of indifference to me 
whether I walked or ftood ftUl : my tent 
was fo intolerably hot that I could not re- 
% 2 main 
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main in it ; but, upon fuch occafions, my 
beard well foafccd afforded me confiderable 
relief : I derived fome advantage alfo from. 
the form of my hat, which I moiftcncd in 
the like manner. In thefe critical moments, 
when oppreffcd by an unquenchable thirft, 
having remarked that the quantity of water 
1 drank ferved only to in6arae me the more, 
I refolved to drink in future like the dogs, 
that is to fay, to lap. This ftcange method 
gave me wonderful eafe, for a very little 
water was then fufficient to allay my thirft, 
and I no longer feared to be incommoded 
by it. 

As long as we remained on the banks of 
the Platte river we were not much difturbed 
by lions. Our artillery, which thundered 
on every fide during the day, kept them at a 
diftance, though we heard them roaring 
every night ; but, except once, they never 
ventured fo near us as to occafion any alarm. 
The panthers alfo, at the riling and fetting 
of the fun, gave us figns of their being on 
the banks of the river; but they kept at a 
refpeflable diftance. In the middle of the 
night they advanced much nearer to us, but 
we were couftantly warned of their approach 

^ by 
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by our dogs, and the next morning we could 
judge by their traces how far they had ex- 
pofed themfelves. Neceffity alone renders 
all thefe fpecies of carnivorous animals bold, 
for they naturally dread the fight of man ; 
and I am of opinion, that the dangers to be 
apprehended from their being in the neigh- 
bourhood have been too much exaggerated. 
The only two kinds of antelopes found here 
are not fufEcient to fatisfy their voracity ; 
they choofe rather to follow thofe numerous 
hordes who travel from one canton to ano- 
ther ; and they have then an opportunity of 
lelefting fuch food as may be moft agreeable 
to them, and of making a dreadful flaugbter 
among their flocks. 

My neighbours feeing me determined to 
afcend the fnow mountains, advlfed me to 
be upon my guard, and not to remain long 
in them, as the Bofhmen were at this time 
in great force. I had no intention of carry- 
ing my whole caravan thither, for this fool- 
ifli projeft would not have been prafticable; 
but as I was defirous of examining a few of 
their fummits, and of traverfmg them only 
in the day-time with my chaffeurs, I ad- 
vanced as near to the bottom of them as I, 
Z 3 poflibly 
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poflibly could, and eftabliflied my camp at 
the diftance of three hundred p^ces from the 
favage horde. I expected to find on the 
iummitj as 1 had been told, a confiderable 
volcano, that emitted fmoke and flames ; but 
t faw nothing that had any refemblance to 
fuch a phenomenon. By the affiftance of 
my Jpy-glafs, I dlfcovered an Immenie ex- 
tent of country ftretched out towards the 
north, and bounded only by the horizon ; 
and oh the mofl elevated peaks and the plain 
ipaces pyramids of flints and fand, exaftly 
like thofe found upon downs. I endeavour-^ 
ed, but in vain, to difcover fome Ihells ; Z 
obferved no fragments or remains that had 
the leaft affinity to any marine produftion. 
My principal attention was directed to birds ; 
and i had the good fbrtune to difcover and 
kill fome very uncommon, particularly a 
very beautiful fpccies of widow bird *, that 
concealed itfelf in the long grafs with which 
thefe high mouptains were almoft every 
where covered. 



* T}ic Embfriza Paradifia of Linnausi the Pajfer_ 
Indicus of Ray, Willoughty, and 'Johnfton j and tlie74^- 
tailed red throat of Edwards. T. ' -' - 
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In all my eKCurlious, which always ended 
at fun-fet, I never faw any of the Bofiimea 
but once. ' They were only three in num-> 
ber, and were traverfing thfr back part of a 
mountain oppolite to that on which I was ; 
but they did not think proper to attack us. 
We indeed carried nothing with us that 
could tempt them ; and thefe three vaga- 
bonds had perhaps been among thofe to 
whom I had fo recently given chace, and in 
all probability remembered the terror into 
which I had thrown thera. Thefe infamous 
wretches do not form, as has been falfely 
fuppofed, a particular nation ; nbr are they 
a people who have had their origin in tho& 
places where they are now found. Bolhmen 
is a name composed of two Dutch words, 
which fignify btf/h-men, or men of the 'woods : 
and it is under this appellation that the in* 
habitants of the Cape, and all the Dutch in 
general, whether in Africa or America, dlf- 
tinguifh thofe malefaftors or aiTaffins who 
defert from the colonies in order to efcape 
puniihment. In a word, they are what in 
the French Well-India iflands are called Mar- 
roon Negroes, Thefe Boflimen, therefore, far 
from being a diftin£t fpecies, as has been even 
?; 4 lately 
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lately aflerted, are only a promiictious a^txi' 
blagc of mukttoea, negroes, and misftirOs, 
of every iftecies, and foraetimes of Hotten- 
tots and Batters ; who all didering in colour, 
relemble each other in nothing but in vil- 
lany- They are real land pirates, who live 
under a chief, without laws and without di& 
eipline ; abandoned to the utmoft mifery and 
defpair; bafe de&rters, who have no other 
Tcfources to procure them a fubfiileiice but 
plundering and crimes. They retire to the 
fleepeil rocks, and the moA inacceflihle ca- 
verns, and there they pafs their lives. From 
thefe elevated places they command an cxr 
tenfive profped over the furrounding plains', 
Ke in. wait for the unwary tra-veller and the 
Icattered flocks, pour down upon them with 
the velocity of an arrow, and fuddenFy fall-' 
ing upon the inhabitants and their cattle, 
flaughter them without djftinftion. Loaded 
with booty, and whatever they can carry 
with them, they theii repair to their gloomy 
caves, which they never quit,' till, like the 
lions, hunger again impels them to frefli 
maffabres. But as treachery always marches 
with a trembling flep, and as the prefenee 
lof ona rcfolute perfon is fufficient to overawe 
■ ' : - ' whole 
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vhole troops of thefe banditti, they carefully 
fhmi thoie plantations where they are cer- 
tain that the owners themfelves rcfide. Ar- 
tifice and. cuanmg, the ufual refourccs of 
timid fouls, are the only means which thejr 
employ, and the only guides that accompany 
tiietn in their expeditions. In places where 
the prints of their feet, too ftrongly imprefl^ 
e4, might alarm the inhabitants, and roufe 
tJietn to purfait, they dtfguife them by a 
wonderful ^ddrefs, to which our plunderers 
in Europe, more impetuous or lefs patient;, 
never think of- having recourfe : they al- 
ways niarch backwards if they are not Hiod; 
but if they wear fandals, the^ tie them to 
the foot in fuch a manner that the heel cor- 
refpoads with the toes. When they carry 
off a confiderable flock of living animals, 
they diftribute them, under the care of feveral 
of their gang, into fmall bodies, making 
them purfue different routes ; and by thefe 
means, if they are chafed, they always fecure 
the greater part of their plunder. 

Another nation, entirely different from 
that of the Hottentots, is confounded alfo 
under liic name of Boflimen. Though thefe 
. pe(^le in their language uie the fame clap- 
pings 
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ptngs as the Hottentots, they have however 
a particular pronunciatloD and exprcflions 
peculiar to themfelves. In fome cantons 
they are called Cb'meefe Hottentott ChiQefe 
Hottentots, becaufe their colour approaches 
near to that of the Chinefe found at the 
Cape ; and, like them, they are of a final! 
ftature. On account of the affinity of their 
language, I confider thefe people, as well as 
the great and leffer Nimiquas, of whom I 
jhall have occasion foon to fpeak, as a par- 
ticular race of Hottentots ; and though the 
planters confound the former under the ge- 
neral denomination of Boflimen, it is never- 
ihelefs true that the favages of the defart, 
who have no communication with the Dutch 
Settlements, know them* only under the 
pame of Houjwaana, 

This nation, whatever name may be given 
it, inhabited formerly the Camdebo, the 
Bocke-Veld, and the Rugge-Veld ; but the 
■ufurpationsof the whites, whofe vi£lims they 
have been like the other favages, compelled 
them to take flight, and to feek Oielter in 
very remote places. At prefenc they inhabit 
that va(l country comprehended between Caf-- 
fraria and the great Nimiqua land; an^ Qf 

all 
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all thofe people, whom the avarice of the 
£uropean5 has treated with cruelty, there qre 
none who preferve a ftronger remembrance 
of the injuries they here fuftained, or who 
hold the name of the whites in greater dete& 
tation. They will never forget the perfidies 
pf the planters, and the infamous return made 
to them for the fignal fervices which they 
have rendered upon more than a hundred oc- 
cafions. Their refentment is fo violent, 
that they have always the dreadful word vm^ 
geance in their mouths, and an opportunity 
of giving vent to it happens always too late, 
though they are continually watching for it. 
I propofe to give fome forther account of 
thcfe Houfwaana when, pafling under the 
tropic, I come to viltt their hordes. 

One evening, after retiring to my tent, 
having begun to confign to my journal the 
events of the day, while all my people feated 
around a fire were fmoking their pipes, my 
curiofity was greatly roufed by loud peals of 
laughter, which ftruck my ears; and I over- 
heard one of my huntfmen relating to the 
reft a difcovery, which fo much the more 
excited their mirth, as it adorded them great 
matter of furprife, and as th?y took it for a 
"" ' ' ' tale 
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tale merely invented on purpofe by my Hot- 
tentot huniori^ Tlie latter, however, who 
endeavoured to perfuade them of the truth 
of it, told them, that as ibon as 1 knew it I 
would not refl: fatis6ed until I fliould be con- 
vinced by my own eyes. Their immoderate 
laughter was then renewed with louder burAs 
than ever : they all fpoke at the fame time, 
and feemed very impatient that the ufual 
hour of my drinking tea was not yet arrived. 
leaving called Kiaas, I learnedirom him that 
Jan, one of my chaffeurs, affured him, that he 
had difcovered, after dinner, in the horde, a 
Hottentot woman, who had that peculiar 
conformation which I always confidered 
as a fable, becaufe I had never feen it in 
any of the countries through which 1 pafled, 
notwithftandingall my enquiry andrefearches, 
though one of my people had before aflerted 
the fame fad, and though my whole troop 
had Come knowledge of it by hearfay, and by 
a tradition pretty generally diffufed. He in- 
deed r^ated to me, in the minutcil manner, 
and with all the energy, or rather ingenuity, 
of his language, what the moft unexpefted 
accident had permitted him to examine at his 
leifure, and in the completeft manner. 

Being 
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Being very defirous .of clearing up as foon 
as poffible this very interefting point of civil 
as well as of natural hiftory, which I had 
inore than once found in different books of 
travels and in romances, fuch as thofe of John 
Struys, I repaired next morning to the neigh* 
bouring horde, together with my Hottentot, 
who immediately diftinguiHied the womail 
whofe conformation had fo much aftonifhed 
him. When ihe was. pointed out to me, I 
found her to be a married woman, who had 
fevcral children, and who was already pretty 
far advanced in years. I made her feveral 
prefents, under various pretences, in order to 
prepoHefs her in my favour, and to gain her 
efteem ; and, in a word, to prevail upon her 
to permit me to fatisfy my curiofity. I had 
not to deal here with thofe impudent and dif- 
folute Hottentot women of the colonies, al- 
ways too much difpofed to gratify, and even 
to anticipate, the delires of the wlute men 
and their fcandalous fautalies. Here I had 
reafon to espefl great difficulties, for I knew 
that favage women almoft always refufe that 
to curiofity which they grant to love— a deli* 
cate diftinflion, which peojJe would not ex- 
pcd to find in a defart, when they carry thi- 
ther 
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ther with thetn their prejudices, and all the 

bias of pride. 

Ye worthy and provident mothers, who 
may chance to read this work» you will 
never be induced to beliere that the chafte 
children, whom you educate with the hopes 
of ieeing them attain to jour virtues, would 
be as fafe from corruption and the perni-^ 
cious efie6:s of bad example amidil the fa-^ 
vages of Africa, as iri the bofom of thol^ 
profound and filent retreats where wifdomj 
as we are told, watches over innocence, and 
removes from it whatever might tend to cor* 
rupt it, or give ofFeoce to its iight : accufe 
not Nature, and do not boaft top much of 
your precepts and grand inftitutiohsj you 
owe them entirely to a contempt of hef 
laws. 

To the honour of thefc people I mufthere 
afferti and I ought to take every opportunity 
of doing fo, that all my flratagems, and aU 
my entreaties to obtain what I defired would 
have proved frurtlefs, had it not been £cx 
the aififtancc of one of my people^ and ii€- '•_ 
furances, twenty times repeated, to perfuade 
this woman that I was a curious ftranger, erf" 
a race very^ diftin£t, and who lived very ro* 
tnoCe 
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mote from hers ; that Gonaqua, Cafii-e, and 
other Hottentot women, had readily con- 
iented to grant me the fame indulgence ; 
and> in fliort, that I would detain her no 
longer than a moment in that humiliating 
pofturc : fome of the men alfo of the horde 
Supported my arguments, and pleaded in my 
favour. Confufed, abaihcd, and trembling, 
{he covered her face with both her hands^ 
fuffered her apron to be untied, and permit'^ , 
ted me to contemplate at leifure what my 
readers will fee themfelves in the exaft rc- 
■ prefentation which I drew of it, and which 
forms the feventh ^late of this volume. 

To deftroy an opinion, generally received, 
that nature has exclufivcly beftowed on the 
Hottentot women a natural apron, which 
ferves to conceal the marks of their fex, z 
modern author afTerts, that this Angularity is 
nothing elle but a prolongation of the nym- 
phs; and this idea has, very improperly, 
been adopted by many. He reprefents this 
apron almofl: as an infirmity, occaiioned ei- 
ther by old age, the heat of the climate, an 
ina3:ive life, or the ufe of greaiy un£tions,&c. 
I fhould never have done, were I to mention 
all the objeftions that naturally arife to de- 
ftroy 
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ftroy this opinion ; but I cannot omit ofle 
which muft inftantly occur to the mind, and 
which the reader no doubt has made as well 
as L' Since the heat of the climate^ an in- 
a6:ive life, and the ufe of greafe, influence 
almoft in the fame degree all thofe people 
who inhabit the fouthcrn extremity of Afri- 
ca, why thould a few particular hordes only 
be fubje£l to this infirmity ? It is well 
known at the Cape, and in the colonies, that 
nothing of the kind happens among the Hot- 
tentot women, whatever may be their con- 
duft, however they may live, and to what- 
ever dangers they may be expofed. But let 
■us not rack our imaginations with this fin- 
gularity, which, as it is uncommon, has np- 
thing extraordinary in it ; and let us not 
feek to explain, as a phenomenon, what is 
only the effeft of faihion and caprice. Yes, 
reader, this celebrated apron is only a fafliion, 
an affair of tafte, I will not fay depraved, 
for figns of modefty can never conftitute 
the effence of it ; but- original, extrava- 
gant, perhaps abfurd, and fuch, that the 
fight of it only is fufficient to banilh from 
the mind of the raoft dlffipated libertine 
every idea of amorous enjoyment.^ and de- 
ceiving. 
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ceiving, in a new and too plain manner, the 
refinement of his wants, to make the moft 
unbridled paflion give place to laughter that 
could fcarcely be fupprefled. I wifti to be de- 
cent, but I muft at the fame time pay proper 
regard to truth. I cannot think of omitting 
in my work thefe circumftances of my 
travels ; and fince my female Hotteiitot ccnr 
iented to improve my knowledge at the ex- 
' pence of her modefty, too much referve on 
my part might be accounted childifti bafli- 
fulnefs : fcrupulous nicety ,is improper on ' 
a fubje£l to which nature has attached no 
ihame. 

This natural apron ts indee4 nothing elfe, 
as the above author has faid, than a prolon- 
gation of the nymphie» or the large lips of 
the private parts of a woman. They may 
hang down about nine inches, more or lefs, 
according to the age of the pcrfpn, or the 
afliduous care which is beftowed on this lin- 
gular decoration. I faw a young girl of fif- 
teen, in whom thefe parts were already four 
inches in length. Until they attain to that 
fize, they are made to diftend by fri£tion, and 
by ftretching them ; but the remaining pait 
of the procefs is perfornied by weights fuf- 
VoL. 11, . A a peuded 
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pended from them. I have already faid that 
this cuftom proceeds from a peculiar tafte, a 
very uncomman caprice of fa(hion, and a 
refinement of coquetry. In the horde, iii 
which I then was, only four women, and the 
young girl already mentioned, were in this 
ridiculous fituatton. Whoever has read Dio~ 
nis will readily comptcKeud how eafily this 
operation may be performed j as for my part, 
I fee nothing wonderful in It but the whim- 
ficalnefs of the invention. Formerly, per- 
haps, whole hordes of favages, diftinguifhed 
by this particularity, were to be met with 
even in thofe parts which at prefent belong 
to the colonies, and this in ail probability 
has given birth to thofe errors which have 
. been propagated on this fubje£l j but the 
difperfion of a people foon deftroys their an- 
cient ufages. This one is praflifed only in 
certain parts remote from one another, and 
by a few individuals attached by tradition to 
ancient manners, and who confider it as a 
merit Q\\\ to obferve them with the moil 
fcrupulous minutcnefs. 

When I had firiifhed my obfervations, and 
traverfed, as far as the precautions neceffary 
to be taken would permif, different chains 

and 
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and the moft beautiful fpots of the fnow 
mountains, I began to think of quitting 
this difmal country altogether. My people 
ftrongly foHcited me to conduft them to 
Carouw, and to make hafte to crofs it before 
the exceffive heat had entirely dried up the 
imall quantity of ftagnant water that we 
might poffibly find iu it, and left we ihould 
not meet with paftures fufficient for our 
oxen, which for a long time had fuffcred. 
greatly from the intenfenefs of the feafon. 
Being therefore as much prefled by the cir- 
cumftances of the moment as defirous of re- 
turning to the Cape, and no longer finding 
in my excurfions the fame charms and the 
fame amufements as before, either that fa- 
tigue had cooled my ardour, or (hat other pro- 
je<Ss,and powerful remembrance, had r^fumed 
over my imagination that empire which a 
view of the greateft novelties had deftroyed, I 
fet out on the ad of February, and direded 
my courfe towards the fouth-weft. A part of 
the horde accompanied us three leagues, to 
affift us in croffing the river Ju^ers, which 
they concluded to be greatly fwelled by the 
exceflive rains. Wben we reached it we hew 
gan to think of conftrufling rafts ; but our 
A a 2 conduAors, 
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conductors, who knew of a commodious fbrcl 
a quarter of a league lower, faved us thi» 
ufelefs labour, which would have confumed 
much time. Having accompanied them to 
reconnoitre the ford which they mentioned^ 
I judged, after tryii^ the depth of it with 
my horfe, that, by only elevating eight or 
ten inches, but witli precaution, the boxes 
and lading of my three carriages by meana 
of branches and brufh-wood, we might be 
able to pafs without fuAaining any damage ; 
we accordingly accomplifhed this bufinef^ 
with equal dexterity and fuccefs. Our com- 
panions, indeed, were of great fervice to u» 
upon this occafipn s they croOed the river, 
*nd fpent the night with us. In order to affift 
us next morning to load our carriages again* 
and to airange our efFedls. I rewarded them 
generoufly for what they had done, and we 
then took leave of each other. 

In the canton into which I was now en- 
tering, I found a procU^oua number of thofe 
^een Mid golden cuckoos, of which I have 
already fpokcn, and feveral new fpeciesthat I 
added to my colleaion. The fame day I 
■fell in with another river, the name of which 
1 did not know j. but I gave it that of my re- 
fpea 
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JpeflaWe friend Mr. Boers. The dry plains 
of Carouw begin in this place; and T obferved 
that this ungrateful foi), or rather thefe fands, 
as far as the eye could reach, were covered 
with poarfe plants and weeds : on another fide 
rocks no lefs barren exhibited every where 
to the faddened eye the pi£ture of defola- 
tion and death. We faw only fmall tufts of 
grafs, which feemed to fpring up with rclufS- 
ance, for the prefervation of our flocks. 

On the 4th a march of five hours.condufted 
us to the river Vocgel, which difcharges itfelf 
into that of Sondag, which we had croffed not 
long before near its mouth, and which we 
were foon to have a. view of again not far 
from its fource. Our fufferings increafed 
every day with the heat, and travelling be- 
came very laborious to us. I- however ftill 
amufed myfelf in my leifure hours with hunt- 
ing; and I killed, in the courfe of my jour- 
ney, another French field-duck of a nev? 
fpecies. The following day we reached the 
river Sondag at q, very early hour, > The afpe^ 
of this fpot, much lefs difmal, ferved at leaft to 
revive my hopes ; fuperb avenues of uumofas, 
watered by the river, prefented every where 
ground us magnificent views; and as they 
A a 3 were 
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were in full bloflbm, they perfumed the fur- 
rounding air with their fweet and delicious 
odour. Birds of athoufand fpecies, and moft 
beautiful infefts, detained me here till the 8th ; 
when having obferved that, notwithftanding 
the large fupply of pins which I had carried 
with me from the Cape, they began to run 
fhort, it came into my head to feplace them 
by the fmall prickles of the mlmofa, whidi 
anfwered the fame purpofe. 

Leaving the Sondag behind me, I met fix- 
teen Hottentots with their arms and baggage 
on the banks of the Swart-Riviera or Black 
River. They had left Camdebo, to join, at the 
bottom of the fnow mountains, the horde 
which we had left there ; and I learned from 
them that they had been compelled to this 
emigration by formidable troops of Bofhmen, 
who were carrying fire and fword through 
Camdebo, and burning the plantations, in order 
to carry away the ammunition, arms, and 
whole riches of the inhabitants. Nothing 
pould difconcert me more than this intelli- 
gence, equally ungracious and unexpefted ; 
for it raifed the alarm in every breaft, and re- 
Tived our former terrors. Perfnaded that any 
farther explapatipn would only difturb the. 
imaginatioiis 
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imaginations of ipy timid Hottentots fUU 
more, 1 immediately ordered them all to fol- 
low me. They had already begun to fpeak of 
returning the fame way we had come, and I 
looked forward to the moment when my au- 
thoiity was about to be at an end ; but the 
braveft of my peoplei who did not hefitate to 
accompany- me, induced all the reft to imitate 
their eximplei. Having obferved that Slinger, 
"who gave me fo much caufe to complain of 
his condufl: at Koks-Kraal, fhewed here the 
greateft reliftance, and that even this day he 
performed his fervice in a very fufpicious 
manner, I determined, for the firft time, to 
make au ejcample of hihi, to intimidate thofe 
dalilardly companions whom he had feduced. 
In the evening, when I arrived at the river 
Camdebo, which takes its name from the 
. country it traverfes, I fignified to him that 
he ihould inftantly quit my caravan; reproach- 
ing him at the fame time with having been 
the firft promoter of that fear and confter- 
hation, which had prevented all my-people from 
following me into Caffraria, and with having 
obliged me by his culpable refiftance to aban- 
don the nobleft part of my projeds, for want 
of ftrength, courage, and ailift^ce, to enable 
A a 4 me 
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me to profecute it, and bring it to a c6nclu- 
fion. I then paid him what wages were due^ 
made him deliver up his effects and feme pro- 
vifions, and threatened to purfue him as I 
would do a wild beaft, fhould he ever again 
appear in my prefence. He, was fo much 
flruck and abaihed by this apoftrophe, aod 
the vehemence with which I pronounced thefc: 
laft words, that he fnatched up his wallet and 
retired with precipitation. My people con- 
jedlured that he would make for the neareft 
-plantation* or join the Hottentots whoin we 
had met in the morning ; and I entertained 
a notion that he would Have oiFered fome ex- 
cufe for his condud, or that fome of his com- 
panions would have interceded for him ; but 
I was extremely glad that he purfued another 
eourfe. This feverity proved of the greateft 
fervice to me, and, during the reft of my 
journey, was attended with all that e&£t 
■wriiich I expefted. 

I quitted the river Camdebo on the 9th of 
February, at which time feveral, of my oxen 
being attacked by the klauw^ite, they found 
the journey very laborious. As eafe and re- 
frefhments were the only remedies that could 
fpeedily reftore them to their former ftate, I 
7 chofe 
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chofe out, upon one of the windings made by 
the river, among the mimofas, a commodious 
lawn, where I eftabliflied my camp, with an 
intention of remaining there feme days. I 
had however no need to bid my people be 
upon their guard, for they were too much 
afraid of the Boflirnen to fail in their duty, 
or to relax in their precaution. We were 
now predfely in that canton, in which thefe 
plunderers, as we had been told, were fpread- 
ing terror and conftemation. Our provifions 
beginning to grow ihort, and as we no longer 
found large game, I refolved to procure fome, 
if poffible, in order that I might fait it ; and 
on this account I undertook a few hunting 
excurfions, which carried me to a greater or 
lefs diftance from my camp. One day, having 
purfued very clofely an antelope-elk, t wan- 
dered to a confiderable diftance with one of my 
beft fhootera, who followed me ; and at the 
corner of a thick grove of mimofas we fud- 
denly efpied a Hottentot, who was fearching 
for the nymphx of ants, which is a favourite 
food among thefe favages. No fooner had he 
feen us, than, faatching up his bow and quiver 
with great precipitation, he betook himfelf to 
flight; but giving full fcope to my horfe, I 
foon 
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■foon overtook liim. By the evident figiw 
which he exhibited of terror and embarrafl^ 
mcnt, I concluded that he was a Bofliman. 
Hb life was in my hands : in thefe defarts I 
could have exercifed my right of fovereignty, 
and might have punifhed him, had I been cruel, 
for all the crimes of his countrymen, and for 
the inexcufable fault of belonging to thefe 
plunderers ; but hitherto I had no caufe to 
complain of thefe people, and befides I was 
defirous of profiting by this rencounter, and of 
procuring new informatiorr: a planter how- 
ever would have aded in a quite different 
manner. By my looks he plainly difcovered 
that I had no intention of doing him any hurt; 
and, after feme queftions relating to the fitua- 
tion in which wc refpeftively were, and which 
he could not anfwer without trembling, he 
began to refume his courage, and to have fome 
confidence in me. As I complained to him of 
the fcarcity of game in the places which I had 
traverfed, he informed me where I would be 
certain of finding what I wanted. I ordered my 
Hottentot, who had now overtaken me, to 
make him a prefent of a. part of his tobacco; 
and, after wifhing him more moderation' and 
probity, X turned my horic roupd^ and con- 
tinued 
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tinued my excurfion. Scarcely however had 
I proceeded fifty paces, when my hunter, who 
had remaned with him a few minutes to light 
his pipe, and put an end to his converfation, 
called out to me with a loud voice. Terrified 
by his bawling, I inilantly returned, and, when 
I came up to him, I found that he was attack- 
ed by the treacherous Bofliman, who, with an 
arrow in his hand, was attempting to wound 
him in the head. Seeing the vifage of my 
poor Hottentot already covered over with 
blood, in a trantport of rage I leaped from my 
horfe, and feiziag my fufee and difchar^ng it 
at his breaft, the traitor was ftunned and in- 
ilantly dropped, while my Hottentot in the 
excefs of his fury colle^ed his arms, and put 
an end to the life of his formidable adveriary 
by treading on him with his feet. Alarmed 
at his wound, he expelled every moment to 
periih by the efiet^ of the poifon ; for the 
rafcal had difchai^ed an arrow at him the 
moment they had feparated. The wound, 
which was exa^y above the nofe, appeared 
to me more dangerous on that account, but 
luckily it vras very flight ; he had been only 
touched by the edge of the iron head, which 
is never poifQned*. Having wafhed the wound 
with 
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with urine. I comforted him in the beft man- 
ner I could, perfuaded that it was not mortal; 
and as I always carried about me a phial of 
volatile alkali, which Mn Percfaeron, the 
French, agent, gave me when I quitted the 
Cape, in m-der that I might diffipate even 
every appearance of poifon, I tore off fome 
pieces from my £hirt, and di{^ing them in the 
alkali, applied them to the part afieded ; but 
thefe precautions of my tender friendfhip, in- 
ilead of elevating the fpirits of the unfor- 
tunate Hottentot, made him perfift in attribut- 
ing the fevere pains cccafioned by the cauftic 
to the effe^a of the poifon: as for me, what I 
wondered at moft, and what I confidered as the 
influence of my happy ftar, was, that he had 
not been killed on the fpot ; had that been 
the cafe, the affaSin, armed with a fufee which 
he might have taken from him, would not have 
ffdled to lie in wait for me in the neareil turor 
ing, and to have configned me to the fame 
fate. Taking up the villain*8 bow and quiver, 
and leaving his body dreadfully mangled, I 
haftened to return to my-camp. This ad- ' 

venture foon fpread the alarm throughout the 
country ; and my Hottentot, perfuaded that 
he would not live^ till morning, ftlU added to 

the 
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tHe conffemation of ttsy people. It would 
have been in vain for mc to attempt to allay 
their terrors ; they all entertained the fame idea 
as my patient, and imagined that hi could 
not live the night rfirbugh: but it paffed away 
vrithout the appearance &f any alarming fymp- 
toms; and the pain having abated, he began to be 
convinced that he would efcape at the expence 
of being well frightened. When he awoke, 
his companioDS, aftonifhed to fee him alive, 
recovered the ufe of their fpeech, and boafted 
in a thoufand tfifierent ways, as is commonly 
the cafe when danger u over. They judged, 
above all, that the death of the aflailin was the 
moft fortunate circumftance for us in this ad- 
venture ; for had this man efcaped and follow- 
ed us through the thickets and winding ways,he 
would have difcOvered our retreat. He would 
not then have fouled to g^ve notice to the reft 
of the Boihmen, who> in a numerous body, 
would have fuddenly fallen upon us and ma£- 
facred us without mercy. The various conjec- 
tures of my Hottentots, and their endlefs prat- 
tling, amufed memuch.and prqvednotat all un- 
interefting. I concluded from it that they would 
at length become familiarized with danger; 
and I was exceedingly glad that they had feea 
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it io near ; for I knew no obftacle that eould 

be more fatal to my defigns than imaginary 

terrors. 

The day following we departed, and while 
we were marching along I amufed myfelf with 
(hooting, either on one fide or the other, 
as the weather was remarkably favourable. 
Having ftarted a - female oUrich, when I 
went up to the neft, the largeft I had ever 
feen, I found in it thirty-eight e^s in a heap, 
and thirteen more diftxibuted at fome diftance, 
each in a fmall cavity. They appeared to be 
-all unequal in fize ; and, when I examined 
them more clofely, I perceived nine much 
fmaller than the reft : on this difcovery I or- 
dered my people to halt, and to unyoke the 
oxen at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
from the reft, whilft I went to conceal myfelf 
in a thicket, which, was within a gun-flxot of 
the fpot, and from which I could have :a full 
view of the animal if it returned. After a 
ihort interval, the female arrived and fquatted 
down upon the eggs, and, during tjie reft of 
the time that I continued in the buth, thrpe 
more joined her. They relieved each other 
by turns, one only remaining a quarter of an 
hour on the neft, while one of the new comers 
6 "\ ' fat 
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fat by her fide. This made me imagine that 
fometimes, and perhaps when the nights are 
rainy or cold, two or more unite together to 
cover the eggs the better. When the fun was 
"nearly about to fet, a male arrived, and ap- 
proached the neft in order to place himfelf oil 
it J for the males fit as well as the females. As 
I had now the opportunity I wiftied- for, I 
difcharged my piece and killed him on the 
fpot ; upon which the reft,' frightened by the 
noife of the report, ftarted up, and in their 
confufion broke feveral of the eggs. On going 
Tip to the neft, I perceived, with much regret, 
that the young had been juft ready to burfl: 
the ftiell, for they were entirely covered with 
down. The male which I killed had not 
one beautiful white feather ; they were all al- 
ready ftripped, and become quite dirty, I 
however picked out fuch of the black ones as 
appeared to be moft entire, and quitting the 
place, I detached feveral of my Hottentots to 
fearch for the thirteen eggs which were fcat- 
tered around the neft, ftridlly enjoining them 
not to touch the reft. Being d^efirous to know 
whetlier the females would return in the night- 
time, I repaired to the neft at day-break j but 
I found every thing fwept away from the 
place, 
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place, except a few fragments of fliells lying 
here and there, which fufficiently fliewed that 
■we had furniftied an excellent repaft to fome 
jackals, or even hya-nas. 

This peculiarity refpe£ting the female of- 
trich, which unites with feveral others for in- 
cubation in the fame neft, is the more worthy 
to engage the attention of the naturalift, as, not 
being a.general rule, it proves that certain cir- 
(Cumftances may fometlmes determine the ac- 
tions of thefe animals, and modify their fen- 
iations, which would tend to exalt their 
inftindt, by ^ving them a more fagaciou* 
forefight than is generally allowed them. Is ■ 
it not probable that thefe animals alTociate 
together, in order that they may be ftronger 
and better able to defend their offspring ? I 
ihall have occafion to enter more at large on 
this fubjefl:, in the defcriptlon of the oftrich 
which I intend to give hereafter. I flatter 
myfelf that the public will read with pleafure 
.plain and authentic relations, which will con- 
tain rather a view of the manners and habx* 
tudes of thefe animals than tirefome details, 
which are often only repetitions concerning 
the number of their feathers, their propor- 
tions, and the exai^ dimeniions of all their 
, parts, 
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parts. Ridiculous enumerations ! which (hew . 
as little the variety of the fpecles, as the ^* 
ference of thdr charaAers. 

In returniDg from the neft to our camp, ray 
dogs Aarted a hare, and fet out in purfuit of 
it ; upon which I galloped atier them, and faw 
it take flielter in- the cavities of a fmall barrow, 
which happened to be in the way. After feme 
fearch I at length difcovered the precife place of 
its retreat ; and having flopped up the mouth 
of the hole it had entered, I pulled down the 
ftones and the gravel which compofed this 
fmall eminence ; but I could fcarcely defcribe 
my aftonifhment when I perceived that it was 
a Hottentot tomb. I however found^the hare 
fquatted down among fome bones, and feizing 
it alive I carried it along with me. My dogs 
being engaged elfewhere, in a fpot where they 
could not obferve me, through an emotion of 
. generofity, and as if difdaining to put this 
feeble animal to death except with the arms I 
ufually employed in hunting, I fet it at liber- 
ty. This a£tion was afcribed by my people 
to a motive which raifed me very high in thdr 
efteem, and I was extremely cautious not to 
undeceive them. They believed, and with 
the utmoft fatlsfa^tion, tha^ I had fuSered 
Vol. II. B b this 
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this animal to efcape, not becaufe I confid^ed 
it as of little value, but becaufe I refpefted the 
afylum of the dead, and was defirous of ren- 
dering this natural homage to the tomb of 
one of their countrymen. Having covered 
the bones with the iame gravel which I had 
taken from them, we purfued another route » 
and during this interval- fome more 6f my 
hunters had killed four gnous, the faldi^ c^ 
which employed us three whole days. . 
- On the 1 6th I arrived at a plantation 
belonging to twp brothers who were free ne- 
groes, one of whom was married to a young 
mulatto woman. Theie worthy people re- 
ceived me with the utmoft joy, and o^red 
me the &ee ufe of every thing they poOeiled. 
But, fhall I iay it ? my heart, a^tated by a 
thoufand difierent fenfatlons, received wi\h 
indifierence their caiefles and their tender fo- 
llcitude. I found in them almoft the fame 
manners and the fame cuftoms as thofe com- 
mon In the civilized world. I had now re- 
turned to foclety, and I agun beheld 6eld8, 
utenfils, polTeflions, eflabllQied order, mafters ; 
in a word, I was on a plantation. So much 
indulgence became a burden, to me ;. an in- 
voluntary impulfe hurried me from this re- 
7 treat ; 
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fl%lt i t ofteti walked about, with my eyest 
-ttrandering from one fide to another, as if to 
difcover my loft way j I opprelTed the hoafe 
with complaints, and, if I may ufe the expref- 
tioa, fuiTounded it with my fighs. All w^ 
nov7 fled ; the torrents, mount^ns, majefttc 
orefts, impradicable roads^ hordes^ of favages 
and their delightful huts, all were vanifiied. 
Every thing feemed to excite my regret, even 
to ferocious animals ; whichj for the momenr, 
I imag^ed entertained fentiments of fiiendfhip 
and benevolence towards me. I do not know 
whether thefe whimfical idea» are common to 
€)ther men ; btit the mofe I rcBc^ on them^ 
the more I am convinced that they belong to 
nature. Powerful charm of liberty ! invincible 
force, which I ihall carry with me to the grave! 
Thou transformed^ into pleafures the moft la- 
borious fadgUes, into amufements the greateft 
dangers, into delightful fpedacles the moft 
difmat obje£U ; and thou ftreWedft my paths 
with the flowers of felicity and fepofe, at a 
feafon and age when deftiny feemed to impel 
me to fearch for them elfewhere. With thefe 
two negroes I eat bread for the firft timtf 
during the ^wtce of a year, but I had almoft 
forgot the tafte of it. Though I at firft pro- 
B b 2 pofed ' 
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pofed to ftop here only one day, I remained 
three days. We had fUll a great extent ctf' 
couDtry to traverfe, fome enormous mountaias 
to crofs, and great difficulties to encounter in the 
delarts of Camdebo; the awful afped of which 
every where prefeat, inftead of the verdure 
and natural gardens of the Pampoen-Kraal, 
nothing but hideous rocks, lands, and flints, 
fometimes grey, fometimes reddiih, and fom^ 
times of a yellow colour. As I approached 
towards the plantaticms danger decreafed, and 
ftill adhering to my ideas, I flattered myfelf 
with the hope of more enjoyments. If I ex* 
cept therefore the places where I had juA- 
halted, I followed my plan with equal con- 
,ftancy, when I returned and when I departed ; 
but I embraced the opportunity which chance 
had aflbrded me, by falliog in with thefe two 
brothers, to procure proviTions for the fub- 
nilence of my people, and I took precautions 
accordingly. They fupplicd me with a large 
quantity of bifcuit ; and I made a grateful re- 
turn for this eflential fervice, by giving them 
in exchange powder, fhot, and gun-iltnts ; all 
valuable articles, which they had long been in 
want of, though it is indifpenfably neceflary that 
a plantation fhould always be provided with 
6 them, 
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tliem, either to defend the cattle or repel the 
Bofhmen. For fo great a favour, they would 
have readily granted me whatever I required. 

On the 19th I fet out, at four in the after- ' 
noon ; but the fun, more ardent than ever, 
fcorched us moft dreadfully for two days. 
Wandering about, without being able to find a 
ilngle drop of water, we had recourfe to fome 
jar«, which I had ordered to be filled at.the 
houfe of the negro brothers ; but we were 
obliged to confine ourfelves to a certain allow- 
ance, as had feveral times been the cafe before. 

On the 2 1 ft, after croffing the bed of the 
Kriga, which was dry, and which we had 
croHed the preceding evening, I fell in with 
two inhabitants of Camdebo, who were re- 
turning from the Cape, and purfulng their 
way to their own refidence. As I had not 
heard from my friends at the town for above 
a year, I was happy to learn that, by the afiift- 
atice of France, the Cape had been protefted 
from any invafion by the Englifli, and that the 
colony wasftill in the hands of the Dutch; but 
the pleafure I received from this intelligence 
was foon effaced by hearing of theindifpofition 
of my benefa^or, whom thefe travellers faid 
they had left in a very critical fituaticn at the 
B b 3 warm 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



374 TRAVELS IN 

warm baths, which are the laft refourc<; qf 
Tick people in Africa. This infonnation thtew 
a gloom over my mii)<}i and embittered th« 
rjSmaiRder of my j ourn^y, 

Eagerly defirqus of feeing a fiiend ^hg 
h^d many claims on my fnendfhip, I wilhed 
to haften my journey j but the fear of finding 
him in a languiihlng condition corrupted the 
pleafu)-e whicli J enjoyed by anticipation, 
Thcle two planter* fpre^parned me that I 
would fufier much by the way, on account of 
the drought and want of w^er ; and that, as. 
I cafripd a great number of cattle alogg wjth me, 
I could hope fpr no refources but in the ftprtiy 
rains which plight come on : that, Befide^ 
thefe inconveniences, the country was infefted 
by tjie Boflxnienj and t^at they had even 
plundered them of thirty-twp Q;cen, and naaf-r 
facrgd their herdfmei), at the parage of the 
Black River. This laft part of i^ek intelli- 
gence did not prevent me from proceeding ; 
for, fipce the example pf feventy which I had 
beep forced ^ g^vp, my peppje never £hcwed 
f^ny figns pf timidity, at)4 1 beUeye that along 
with me they would have been capable of 
Ijraving all the banditti of Camdebo. I was 
Jjpyyeyer ijnwiUing to expofe th^m rafhly : it 
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"xns impoffible for me to march in the night- 
time, for this would have deprived me of 
every advantage ; and the greater part of my 
oxen were rendered unfit for fcrvice by a 
dife^e in their hoofs ; fo that not being 
able to relieve thofe that were in a found con- 
dition^ I made them fet out before us with a 
ftrong guard, in order that we might not be 
retarded in our march. 

When I arrived in this manner at Kriga~ 
Fontyn^ or the Fountain of Kriga, my oxen 
found as much water as they hadyoccafion for ; 
but it was fo brackifli, that the Hottentots who 
drank of it were feized with colics and vio- 
lent diarrhoeas. As Iwas founding the fcdl, 
and examining whether this wato: might not 
caufe diforders ftill more dangerous^ I was 
greatly furprifed to obferve Kees, who was 
always the firft every where, draw from the 
veflfel a crab of about three or four inches in 
diameter. This circumdanee was indeed moft 
aftoniflung, as the fountain was furrounded 
by folid rock, and had no apparent outlet what^ 
* ever. My ape feemed to eat his crab with fo 
much pleafure, that I ordered thirty of them 
to be caught ; and when they were roafted I 
foun^ thein excellent. Four o jfive dlfchargea 
]Bb4~ of 
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of my fufee procured us above forty moor-fowl 
of a veryAjeautiful fpecies, which were accuf- 
tomed to come by thoufands^ and light on the 
borders of this fountain. The Hottentots of 
the colonics call them Nimiqua partridges^ be- 
caufe in the rainy feafon they all emigrate 
towards the tropics. Reckoning from the 
time when we encamped at this fountain, we 
found nothing but coarfe plants and locufts : 
we were indeed in a moft defolate place; 
four of my oxen, having not Ilrength fufficient 
to- follow us, remained on the fpot; and I iaw, 
with no fmall grief) that my dogs halted, and 
could fcarcely drag themfelves along. As the 
foles of their feet were torn and cut to the 
very quick, I ordered them to be rubbed 
over with greafe, that they might be induce4 
to lick them, and to be put into my cai« 
xiages until they ihould be in a condition to 
walk. My horfes being, attacked by the 
fame diforder as my oxen, I caufed fmall ba^ 
or covers to be made of ikins, and, having 
greafed their hoofs well* I fattened them on 
their feet by tying them above the tarfus. I 
wifhed to fubjefl: my oxen to the fapie opfr. 
ration, but thefe intradable animals would 
never have fubmitted to it peaceably ; befides 
greafe 
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greafe and fkins would not haye been fuffi- 
cient. My carriages alfo were in a moft 
-wretched conditioa } for, at they had not beea 
Ottoiftened for a long time, they made a noife 
when they moved forwards like fo many rat* 
des. Though we fell in with different foun- 
tains, and the beds of fereral rivers or torrents , 
which we crofled in our way, and from which 
we hoped for relief, we were fiill deceived In 
our expe^ations. Our animals were reduced 
to the neceflity of putting their nofes to the 
earth, and of licking fuch places as feemed ftiU 
to retain fome moifture ; being befides de- 
prived of every kind of fucculent grafs, no 
other refource was left us but to colled a few 
coarfe parched herbs, which occafioned acute 
pains in their bowels, fo that they entirely 
loft their flefli, and feemed to be converted 
into ikeletons. 

In this diftrefling fituation we continued 
till the 24th in the evening. Having croffcd 
the Sivari Rivter^ or Black River, which had 
no more water in its bed than the reft, wc 
were jufl: on the point of unyoking our. oxen, 
when I perceived a flock of iheep. 1 imme- 
diately ran up to the flicpherd, and being iii- 
f<?nned that he belonged to a planter who 
refided 
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refided at the diiUnce of foarcdy a league, we 
purfned oar route towards it, and encamped 
near a large pond, where we at length had the 
^dsfaOion of 6nding water in abundance. 
The owner of thefe iheep was named Aiemi 
Jiohenbymer^ and his plantaticm was caile4 
Keveec-yaky, I recdred every mark of p»i 
litenefs from this gentleman, as well as from 
his ftmily, which conlifted of only two daughi 
ters. One of them, Dina Sagrias-de-Beer, the 
daughter of his wife by a former huibandj, 
was one of the moft beautiful Airican ladies I 
had ever feen. Thefe charming hofts prefled 
me to fpend a few days with them ; and the 
bewitching Dina jcuned to her invitation fuch 
mild and natural graces, that I readily yielded- 
to her repeated foUciutions, and confented to 
rem^ a few days. In the evening, however, 
I did not fail to pay a vilit to my camp, ac- 
cording to my ufual ci^om; as the plSce 
where I was, and the neceffity of prefi^^ing 
good order, made me more than ever lay it 
down as an invariable rule' not to fleep out of 
it : I was befides fo much accuftomed to my 
hard mattrefs, that a fofter or more conimocU' 
ous bed would really have prevented me from 
fleeping. Thb agreeable repoie fw a few 
days 
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idayft was above all extremely Terviceable to 
my poor cattle, worn out with hunger and 
£itigue : I was everj moment apprehenfive 
chat I fliould be obliged to abandon my car- 
riages and my eflTefts ; but this . laA haltinjg 
revived us a little. The fituation of this fpot 
:vras delightful; the fcenery around it wasbeauti- 
fully variegated; and the environs of the plan- 
tation afforded my oxen» as well a« my people, 
abundance of every thing proper for reftoring 
their loftftrength, had lonly remained longer in 
this retreat : but I was more and more fenfible 
of the necefEty of approaching the Cape, and 
my exhaufted imagination rendered my return . 
indifpenfable. Iwas therefore oncemoreobligcd 
to tear myfelf from To many attradions, and to 
purfue my journey. The beautiful Dina hav- 
ing learned of my people (for (he "informed 
herfelf of every thing) that the bifcuits I had 
procured from the negroes were almoft at an 
end, {he begged me to accept a fhiall fupply 
which fhe had made herfelf. On the firfl of 
March, after returning thanks to my amiable 
hofts, I took leave of them, at five in the 
afternoon, and marched forwards to the Gamka, 
or Leuw-Rk/ier, the Lion River ; where we 
^rived at nine in the evening, and encamped. 
, ' Lions 
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Lions formerly were very common near this 
river, becaufe antelopes alfo were found here 
in great abundance ; but when the inhabitants 
approached nearer to each other, the antelopes 
diiappeared, and lions confequentlyare become . 
much fcarcer. Having heard at Keveec-Valey 
that three formidable troops of Bofhmen were 
' ran^ng in the neighbourhood of that place, I 
thought it would be imprudent to penetrate 
£uther the firft night ; beiides this, I had 
been informed that, after crofling the Gamka^ 
until I reached the Buf&loes River, I ihould 
not find a fingle drop of water. The diftance 
between thefe rivers was full twenty-five 
leagues : that I might not perifti with thirft, 
it was neceffary to perform this paflage in two 
days, and it was impoflible to travel during 
the heat of the day without deftroying both 
my people and cattle. I refolved there- 
fore to renmn two days on the Lion 
River, to ftrengthen and refrefh my oxen ai 
much as poflible ; and, in the evening of the 
fecond day, baniftiing every idea of fear, and 
paying little regard to the terror of my Hot- 
tentots, I refumed my journey, taking the pre- 
caution to ftation my whole caravan, between 
two carriages, which ferved as an advanced 

and 
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and a rear-guard. A forced march of two 
days, or rather two nights, performed with the 
^reatcA: regularity, conduced us to the banks 
of the river which we had fo long wiihed to 
fee. During the night-time I had not neg- 
leAed to order my people to difcharge their 
pieces on both fides of us every fix minutes ; 
and from time to time I gave my horfes, whicji 
were ready to faint with the heat and fatigue, 
a refrefliment of water from my jars. My 
cattle had neither eat nor drank; they all panted 
for breath, and feemed every moment ready 
to drop down on the fpot; neverthelefs, though 
it was late in the evening before we arrived'at 
th£ Buifalo River, my relays, and all the cattle 
tliat marched at liberty, having difcovered the 
ftream, began to run forwards acrofs the mea* 
dlows in the greatefl diforder to quench theuT 
thirft. Thofe which drew the carriages re- 
fumed thdr courage, and completed the paf. 
fage in lefs than a quarter of an hour ; but 
had it not been for the attention of my people, 
who cut the traces of the moft intra<^ablc, my 
three carriages would have been overturned ia 
the TJkVfx. We all of us followed the example 
oi our animals, and the bath foon made m^ 
forget ipy fatigue. 

When 
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When our firei were kindled a part of* out 
itnimals joined us ; I was extremely uneafy 
for the reft, but we heard them making a 
noife among the bufhes which furrounded us^ 
and I concluded that they w«re fearching for 
food. They howcTer arrived all at the break 
of day» except one pair of oxen, which we 
never afterwards faw : my goat alfo ftrayedy 
and did not return till fame time after in the 
courfe of the day. 

When I awoke in the morning I wm very 
much fut^rifed to find myfelf in a delightful 
country, which the obfcurity of fhe night had 
prevented me from obferving. The river wa» 
not broad, but the abundance and depth of its 
waters diffufed throughout the neighbourhood 
a freOinefs fo much the more agreeable, as 
the heat was exceffive : it runs with a hun- 
dred windings through beautiful green fields, 
and I never faw fo agreeable groves as thofe 
with which its banks are crowned. An intinlte 
number of partridges and moor-fowl by their 
cries formed a very flriking contraft with thoie 
of different kinds of ducks, herons, brown 
fwans, and flamingoes, with "which the river 
was covered. All my people with one voice 
having begged me to flop here fome days,. 
I rea- 
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I readily confented, and was exceettingly glad 
tiiat they had anticipated my \rifhes. This was 
one of thofe delightful retreats which prdve 
that the inu^v^ations of the poets do not al- 
ways in their defcriptions exceed the hounds 
of nature and truth. The fpot, however, 
where we had pafied the night, was not the 
moft favourable ; fome large rocks in pur 
n»ghbpurhood covered both it and us too 
much, and might have enabled the enemy to 
furprife us with much eaie : on this account 
we conveyed aur carriages and our baggage 
to Uie middle of a fmall meadOw, which the 
winding of the river rendered almoft a penin* 
fula, and there we ereded our tents. 

From the plantation of the two negroes al- 
ready mentioned we had performed a march 
of eighty leagues ; and one can fcarcely con- 
ceive what we fufiered in this pallage. How 
much relief {hould I have derived from the 
fhecp which I exchanged with the Hottentdts 
of Snewberg ! From that period we did not 
meet with the fmalleft article of game, and 
not even a pond of water fo pure that we 
could ufe it without great precaution^ none of 
that which we found was fit to be drunk un- 
til we had boiled it either with tea or coffee, to 
deflroy, 
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dcAroyj or at leaft to conceal, its noxious and 

diiagreeable qualities. 

The beauties of the fpot, and the abundance 
of every neceflary which the Bu£do RiTcr 
|Vocurcd us, were npt the only motives that 
induced us to remain fo long on. its banks. I 
ccKitianed here tUI the 14th of the month, em- 
I^oyed only in rep&inng my carriages, the 
ruined condition of which had for a long time 
gn&n me great uncafmels. They were fo 
much Shattered, and the fun had fo dried 
them, that they were ready to fdl to {neces ; 
it was neceflary above all to renew the wheels, 
as all the fpokes were loofe in the naves; I or- 
dered them to be put into water to make the . 
wood fwell ; and they remuned there a long 
time before they received any affiilance from, 
the hatchet. As for my part, I reviewed my 
«>Ue£tion, which was far from being in pro- 
per order ; and this buiinefs was a work of no 
little labour. Eveiy thing almoft that I had 
contained birds : my tea-chefts, and my box« 
for holding coffee and fugar, were all filled with 
them. 1 now expCfSed foon to reach the centre 
of the colonies ; and I fhould have confidered' 
the flightefl accident that mi^t have hap-* 
pened to retr.rd our march as a great misfor- 
tune. 
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tune. Being perfuaded' that we had nothing 
mcffe to fear from -the Boflimen, and feeing all 
my-pec^e-fuSiGientiy compofedand freed from 
their terror-s, I refolved,to-trave\l night and day; 
and in confequence of this detennihation I 
departed on the 14th, at five in the pveningj 
obf^rving the fame order as before. Having 
halted at midnight, near the Matjes-Fontein, 
the atmofphere became overcal^ and feemed 
to threaten a.ftorm; but it pafTed by us^ aqd 
next morning I crofled the Wet-Waater, and 
unyoked my cattle at Confiapel^ ah agreeablp 
plaptation, which the owners have been 
obliged to abandon on acpount of a fcarcity 
of water. Though the feafon was now far 
advanced, the heat had not yet decreafed, and 
we were obliged to remain inadiive during 
the middle of the day, when the fun*s ray? 
darted upon U8 with the greateft force ; we 
were fcorched fo much the more, as [We could 
find ho fhade or place of fhelter to fecure us 
from them : the relaxed Hate in which, we 
were did not even permit us to amufe our- 
felve« with hunting. It is well known that 
ftifling heat tends greatly to deflroy the ap- 
petite, and that it corrupts meat whether frefh 
or faked, and renders it very difgufting; the 
Vol. II. C c operations 
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operations of our kitchen weft fiifpcnded there- 
fore for fome dme. My Hottentots llept dur- 
ing the day : as for me, I lived on Mi& Dlna's 
bifcuits ; and all the indulgence I allowed my- 
felf was to fteep them in goat's milk, wlu^h I 
always tafted with pleafture. I cannot recom- 
mend too ftrongly to travellers who undertake 
fuch journeys as mine, to procure a great 
number of thefe dodle and uieftd aniinalst 
They are fond of man, attach themfelves to 
him, every where follow him, occafion no em- 
barraflment, and require little or no care. 
Every day they ^11 fupply enough for thdr 
nourilhment, and to quench their thirft ; and 
thefe poor brutes, which are not delicate like 
fome other animals, and which are contented 
with almofl any thing, can endure thirft a long 
time without lofing their milk. 

The 1 6th and the 1 7th, after crofltng Touws- 
Rivier^ I advanced iix leagues farther j and, 
near Werkeerde-Valey, reached a very large 
take, upon the borders of which was a fmall 
plantation, entrufted by the owner, who was 
abfent, to the care of fome Hottentots. Hav- 
ing found here a planter who had recent]^ 
quitted the Cape in order to go to Camdebo, I 
was relieved from a load which had long op- 
prefled 
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prefTed me, by learning that Mr. Boers wai 
perfeflly recovered, and that he had returned 
to the town. In this fpot I had an opportu- 
nity of meeting with birds of various kinds, 
and, among others, fome coots exa^ly like 
thofe of Europe ; but the marflies near the 
lake furniHied me with fuch a number of 
fnipes that they became our ordinary food. 

As there were a great many hogs upon this 
plantation, I purchafed one of them ; but I 
was obliged to go and choofe it myfelf, and 
take it from the reeds ; becaufe, as I have al- 
ready obferved, when fpealdng of the manner 
in which they are bred, thefe had become 
quite \nld. I bought alfo Tome flour, in or- 
der that I might regale my people with the firft 
bread they had eat fmce my departure ; Klaas' 
wife prepared it, and ihe indeed fucceeded 
wonderfully well. Having quitted Werkeerde- 
Valey, we entered on the 2 ift another country, 
called the Boke-Veld, or plain of the fpring- 
bocks*, which undoubtedly abounded there 
formerly ; but at this time none of them were 
any where to be feen. On the hills, every 
where around us, we obferved feveral planta- 
tions, &om which we in vain endeavoured to 

* A kind of antelopes. 

C c a remove, 
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remove, for the farther we went the more 
frequent they became. I was^under the ne- 
ceffity of paffing clofe to that of John Pinar. 
Though he earneftly requefted me to flop and 
refrefh myfelf at his houfe, I declined his 
invitation, and purfued my. journey; but the 
inhabitants, whether white men, Hottentots, 
or negroes', all ha:fl:ened to fee my caravan 
file off; almoft in the fame manner as' in 
our great cities people Mock to fee fome curi- 
ous Ihew or uncommon fpe£tacle. My beard, 
above all, in-a country where neither Jews iiDr 
capuchins- are everlcnown, appeared to be a 
wonderf liland- an extraordinary phenomenon ; 
though It put the children to fiight, and ilnick 
a great terror into the women. After xiifem- 
barraffirig myfelf with great difficulty &om 
the importunity of the inquifitive, who Ka- 
raifed me with their queftions, I reached, at 
half after eleven at night, a peaceful inhabited 
retreat, at the diftance of three leagues : but 
the news of my .return were fpread abroad; 
and nest morning, fcarcely had daylight ap^ 
peared, when more than twenty of the inha- 
bitants, attracted by curiofity, furrounded my 
camp, that, whatever route I Aould purfue, it 
might be impoffible for me to efcape them. 
Thefe 
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Thefe people had taken great pleafure in pro- 
pagating an hundred ahAird tales reTpeding 
me; and they afked me an hundred ridiculous 
queftions one after the other: they aflerted, 
for example, that I had brought back waggon 
loads of gold-dufl: and jewels, found in the 
riverSj or on rocks, never before explored. 
One of thefe credulous peasants begged me to 
fliew him that magnificent precious ftone, fu- 
perior to the diamond, and aalarge as an egg, 
found in the head of an enormous ferpent,with 
■which I had fought a moil defperate and bloody 
battle. I mention thefe abfurdiiies merely to 
juftify what I have faid elfewhere refpe£ling 
that ftupid fcMidnefs for the marvellous, by 
whifh the planters amufe thor idle hours^ and 
diffipate the languor which oppreffee them. 

I intended to remain reclufe in the place 
where I was till evening, but the number of the 
curjous increafed fo much every minute,, that 
I loft, all patience, and departed abruptly. In 
vain did I attempt to avoid three or four plan- 
tations fituated in the canton through which 
it was neceflary for me pzh ; importvmity 
every where purfUed me, fo that I had no 
other refource but to take advantage of the 
obfcurity of the night, and to go almoft like a 
C c 3 malefador, 



hyCoot^le ' 



390 TRAVELS IN 

malefador, aad conceal myfelf at the bottom c^ 
an enormous chain of mountains named Cloof^ 
which forms the limits of {mother country 
called Roye-SanJ, 

This mountain, like an immenfe curtain, 
raifed by the hand of misfortune before me. 
Teemed placed there to difconceit me ftill 
more, and to increafe my uneafmefs. It was 
however neceflary either to overcome this ob- 
fliacle, or to make a very long circuity the 
extent of which I did not know, nor how- 
much time it might require. I was no longer 
animated by that impetuous ardour which I 
had fiiewn at my departure ; nor by that in- 
vincible courage which cheriflied in my foul 
the love of novelties, and the impatient defire 
of being the firft to take poffeflion of a country 
fo curious and fo little known. I found myfelf 
'in turns (lopped by difcduragement, and hur- 
ried forwards by gratimde arid friendfliip. 
I formed therefore my refolution, and deter- 
mined to climb in the beft manner I could to 
the top of the mountun. The fteepneis of the 
way, and the quagmires which I had to en- 
counter in this paffage, almoft frightened me. 
Yet this is the ufual route of the neighbouring 
planters, who choofe rather to. run the rifque 

of 
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of loHag their cattle and carriages than unite 
to make a proper road, or at haft to repair 
fome pafiesf an evident proof both of their 
inattention and their indolence. 

For my own iafety I ventur^ to undertake 
this bufinefs. 1 employed the whole day of the 
a4th in cutting down branches of trees to fill 
up the deep fiffures, and in covering them over 
Tvith ftoncs, fand, and earth. In this operation 
I fjjcceeded; and on the 25th, in the fpace of 
four hours, thanks to the precautions which 
we had taken, and the exertions which 
my people with great cheerfulnefs made, at 
the expence of a very trifling lofs, we had the 
inexpreffible |iappinefs of pafling the frightful 
[H'ecipice, the only one that we had occafion 
to dread. The planters call this horrible road 
Ma/ier-Hotc, or Matter's Comer. , We en- 
camped at the bottom of the mountain, on the 
other lide; and next day halted in the morning 
V^ at the entrance of Rtyye-Sandy near the ruins 
\ of a plantation which appeared to have been 
\ long deferted. 
1 This canton, in my opinion, is very impro- 
I perly name Roye-Sand^ or Red Sand, for I oh- 
^ ferved none of that colour : I remarked, on 
the contrary, that it was abfolutely yellow. 
This country is fertile in com ; and the 
C c 4 crops 
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crops are rich, and every where appear in great 
abundance. We from time to time had a view 
of delightful' plantations, each more agreeably 
fituated than another ; and the variety of the 
buildings formed every where fuch interefting 
prcifpe&s as afforded the highefi: gratification to 
the fight. It is poffible that, aa I had been 
accuftomed for fixteen months to views of a 
bolder and grander nature, the contrafl of 
wild countries, and their habitations, as difmal 
as uncommon, with the new order of things 
that prefented itfelf to my eye, might make 
a deeper imprefTion on my invagination. How- 
ever this may be, Iwas never tired of contem- 
plating thefe beautiful fcenes. 

All thofe chimerical and romantic ideas ' 
which had flattered my fancy, arid aJI thofe 
melancholy- refleftions which I had indulged 
on quitting the favages, began ndw to vanifti ; 
and reafon, refuming its empire, convinced 
me that, not being deftined for fuch a wander- 
ing and precarious life, I had other obligations 
to difcharge, and other objefts to cherifli. I . 
already fmiled at different circumftances, the 
remembrance of which brought full in my 
view my former pleafures and paft manner of 
fife. Friendlhip above all, arrayed, in her full 
graces, 
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graces, and fuch as fhe ought to be to pleafc 
Plicate and tender foul's," fecibed -to call 
me at a diftance, and-'to flr^tch out hei* arms 
towards me. Other feritimentfe perhaps came 
to her afliftance, to make me unbend my brow, 
and to incite me more and more to bring ifty 
journey to a concliifion. Certain, from the 
information I bad received, that 1 fliould find 
Mr. Boers at the Cape in good health, every 
ftep I made towards the town added to the 
tranfports of my impatience, which my people 
ftncerely fhared along with mtt; It was 
impoffible for me to be fo -neirf'the Cape 
without wifhing to fee the road "that was to 
condutS me thither difappaar behind me : my 
whole thoughts therefore were occupied with 
tlie pleafure I expefted to feel on-feeing my 
friends; but 'above all in embracing him,- who 
on many accounts had th« b^ft <^iim to the 
firft and . moft diftinguilhed place in my af- 
feilion. 

On the 26th, after havmg efcaped, if I msay 
cxptefs myfelf fo, ten plantatiaiis which lay 
rri our way, I crotfed the Broad River; a league 
farther, the IVnater-Fai^ or Waters-fall ; and-af- 
terwards fome mote plantationSj-iSKich un- 
doubtedly had been long waitlag to fee me 
pafsj 
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pafs J for the inhabitants, obfenrmg that I did 
not dopj ran after me as if 1 had been a curi- 
ous wild beaft, and never quitted me till the^ 
had furveyed me for ibme time. Having 
croifed the RoyeSarui-Kkof, the Valley of 
Red Sand, and the Kkin-Berg-Riviery or Lit- 
tle River of the Mountains, when I arrived 
next morning, the 27th, at Sivari-Land^ I or- 
dered my horfes, which I had not ufed for 
fome time, to be faddled ; and leaving a num- 
ber of inquifitivc planters around my carriages 
and b^gage, I advanced forwards, accunpa^ 
nied by my fdthful Klaas j and arrived with 
much pleafure, the fame evening, at the houfe 
<^ my andent hoft, the worthy Slaber, who 
had fo nobly entertained me two years before, 
■when I met with the dreadful diMer already 
mentioned at the bay of Saldanha. 

Words could hardly exprefs the joy, and 
above all the aftonifhment, which my arrival 
occafioned to all this refpedable family. They 
expedied it fo little ; I was fo difguifed by my 
beard, and the accounts which had been pro- 
pagated at the Cape, and in the neighbour- 
hood, of the diftant excurfions and the dan- 
gers to which I had expofed myfeif, rendered 
mydeath fo probable, that they were all terri- 

6ed 
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fied on my approach. The women particu- 
larly declared bloody war ag^nft that thick 
and black covering which obfcured part of my 
vifage. It had, indeed, for .fome time been 
entirely ufelefs, and ccnfequently a burden to 
me. Mitje-Slaber, the youngeft of my hoft*8 
daughters, obligingly offered to free me from 
it. I therefore fell down on my knees and de^ 
voted my head as a facrifice. Scarcely had I ■ 
arrived at this happy retreat, when I difpatcb- 
ed Klaas to Mr. Boers to inform him of my 
return ; and I fent him, at the fame time, two 
of thofe fmall antelopes caWcA Jieen-bockSt and 
a few partridges which I had killed by the 
way. Next morning I received the congratu- 
lations of my friend, whp fent me two of his 
bell horfes, and earneiily prelTed me to repair 
to his houfe immediately. 

The fame day my people, whom I had left 
behind, arrived with my carriages. The mo- 
ment of our reparation was' now approaching ; 
we had both of us reciprocally forgot our 
animofities: fome gave vent to fighs, others 
fhed tears; and, while I could not contan 
mine, we comforted ourfelves with the hopes 
of a fecond journey, fliould circumftances be- 
come favourable. 

Idiftri- 
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I diftributed among thefe , faithful compa- 
nions of my fatigues and adventures all the 
remainder of my efie^s, and fuch things a* 
could be of no utility to me in the town ; to 
which I added even my linen and other 
clothes, referving nothing but what I had on 
my body. I begged two of thefe Hottentots 
to remain fome days more with- Mr. Slaber, 
to take care of my ihe-goats and iick or ufelefs 
oxen which I left on the plantation till farther 
orders. I then appointed Mr. Boers' houfe 
as a rendezvous for the reft of my caravan ; 
and Klaas and I having mounted our horfes, 
the fame evening I enjoyed the happinefs of 
embracing a friend and benefatftor whom I 
had been apprehenfive of never again feeing. 

My baggage arrived on the id of April, 
and it was then that I returned thanks to my 
faithful fervants, and paid them their wages. 
■ They were ali burning with impatience to re- 
vifit their families. I ftretched out my hand 
to Klaas, who could fcarcely tear himfelf from 
his mafter ; and, as his horde was at a lefs dif- 
tance from the town than that of the other Hot- 
tentots whom I had difcharged, I defired him 
to vifif me often, and promifed him a continu- 
ance of my proteSion, my confidence, and 

my 
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my friendship, i, above all, alTured him that 
I would not remain long inactive at the Cape^ 
and that I depended upon his alBftance for new 
enterprifes. This was the fole objea of his 
deHres, and the only f^leviadon c^ his forrow. 
I mufl indeed confefs that I could not fee him 
depart without the greateft emotion, though 
dife-afted by crowds of vifitors who thronged 
into my friend's houfe, fome of whom were 
attracted by a generous concern for my wet- 
fare, but the greater number by a defire of 
gratifying their eager curiofity. 



I HAVE placed at the end of this volume 
the figures of a male and female giraffe, 
though I met vnxh thefe animals only in niy 
fecond journey. This, therefore, is a kind of 
anticipation that may appear irregular, but to 
which I have in fome meafure been conftraih- 
ed by folicitations which I ought to confider 
as commands. 

By way of fupplement, and as an explana- 
tion of thefe two plates, I have added a hafty . 
iketch refpeaing the natural^ hiftory of the 
animals which they reprefenf, referving more 
elTential 
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eflential and fuller details for that pin in this 

work where they naturally ought to appear. 

Many and various accounts have been pu-> 
blilhed of the giraffe;, but, notwithftanding 
all the elegant and fcientihc dilfertations writ- 
ten on this fubjedl, no juft or precife idea hath 
been hitherto formed of its coniiguratioD, much 
Ie& of its manners* its taftes, its chara^er, and 
its organization. 

If, among the known quadnipedes, prece- 
dency be allowed to height, the giraffe with- 
out doubt muft hold the hrft rank. A male, 
which I have in my colleiSion, and of which 
a figure is given in the eighth plate, meafured 
after I killed it fixteen feet four inches, from 
the hoof to the extremity of its horns. I ufe 
this «xpreflion in order to be underftood ; for, 
the piiSe has no real hpms, but between its 
ears, at the upper extremity of the head, arife, ■ 
in a perpendicular and parallel dire^ion, two 
excrefcences from the cranium, which, with- 
out any joint, ftretch to the height of eight or 
nine inches, terminating in a convex knob, 
and are fUlrounded by a row. of ftrong ftraight 
hair, which overtops them by feveral lines. 

The female -js generally lower than the 

male. That reprefenfed in the following plate 

3 was 
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was only thirteen feet fix inches in height; 
and her incifive teeth, which were almoft alt 
worn away, inconteftably proved that flie had 
attained to her full growth. 

In confequence of the number of thefe ani- 
mals which I killed and had. an opportunity of 
feeing, I may eftabliih as a certain rule, that 
the males are generally fifteen or fixteen feet 
in height, and the females from thirteen to 
fourteen. 

Whoever fliould judge of the fize and thick- 
nefs of thefe animals from the above dimen- 
frons, would be greatly deceived. I may al- 
moft fay that they confift of nothing but neck 
and legs. The eye, indeed, that is accuftomed 
to the long full figures of Europe, finds no pro- 
portion between a height gf fixteen feet and a 
length of fcven, taken from the t^ to the 
breaft. Another deformity, if it may be called 
£>, makes us contraft the parts before with 
thofe behind. The former have a confiderable 
thidmefs towards the flioulders, but the latter 
are fo thin and meagre that they do not feem 
formed the one for the other. 

Naturalifts and travellers who fpeafc of the 
g^affe. all agree in making the hind legs only- 
half the length of thofe before ; but did thofe 

who 
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who aflert fo really fee the animal, or» If they 
faw it, did they conlider it attentively ? 
■ An Italian author, who certainly never iaw 
it, caufed a figure of it to be engraved at Ve- 
nice, in a work entitled Defcrmoni degli ani- 
vudiy 1.771. ThU figure is formed exadly 
from the defcriptipns which had then been 
publiihed of the ajumal; but this cxa^i^efs- 
renders it fo xidiculous, that we muft cwifider 
it, on the part of the Italian author, as a fe* 
ycre-criticifnr on all the accounts, which had 
^ppeareii, and , which have been, fo often re? 
peated.. ^ / ' ■ 

Ofall the- old authors* who have. fpoken of 
this animal, the moft exa^ \i Gjlius, who fay? 
exprefsly that " the giraffe has its four legs of 
*' the tame length ; but that the fore thighs are 
" fo long Ju cpmparifon of thpfe behind, that 
" the back of the animal appears inclined like 
" the roof of a houfe." If by the fore thighs 
Gilius means the omoplate or Ihoulder blade, 
his aflertion is juft, and I perfedly a^ee with 
him. 

• Among the mortcrns, tlie mod exafl* engraving is 
wi&out doubt that which was executed under the infpec- 
<i6nof Dr. AlUmanj from drawings furniflied by Colonal 
Gordon. 

. ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 'The 
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The account given by Heliodonis is far 
from being fo corre<^. If we believe that he 
fpeaks of, a girafie, when he fays its head 
is only double the fize of that of the oftrich, 
we muft conclude that things have changed 
much fince, and that, ix\ the lapfe of time. 
Nature has made either the one or the other 
of thefe animals fufier great vaiiations. 

The horns fornung part of the cranium, as 
I have already faid, can never fall off. They 
are not folid like thofe of the ftag, nor com- 
pofed of any fubftance analogous to thofe of 
the ox ; much lefs do they confift of haip 
united, as Buffon fuppofes. ' They are fimply 
of a bony calcareous fubftancc, divided by a 
multitude of fmall pol^s like all hemes, and 
are covered throughout their whole length 
with fhort coarfe hair, which has no refem- 
biance to the fbft down that covers the young 
horns of roe-bucks or ftags. 

The figures of this animal, g^ven in the 
works of Buffon and Vofmar, are- in general 
defedUve. Thefe authors have made the horns 
terminate in a point, which is contrary to the 
truth. I nftead of bringing the mane only tO 
the Ihoulders, they have prolonged it to the 
root of the tail ; a miilake which, added to 

Vol. II. D d many 
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inany othcra, difgraces and renders of no utility 

to fciencc thefe falfe reprefentations, which 

people very imptoperly confide in, on account 

of the repuution of Uie authors who publifli 

them. 

The giraffes, both male and female, 
fpotted in the fame manner ; but, without pa^ 
ing attention to inequality of fize, they ma^ 
eafily be diftinguifhcd firom each other evcnl 
at a diftance. The male, on a greyifli white 
ground, has large f^ots of a dark brown co- 
lour, almoft approaching to black; and the 
female, on a like ground, has fpots of a tawny 
colour, wUch renders them lefs ftriking. The 
young males are at firft of the colour of their 
mother, but, in proportion as they advance in 
age and fize, they become browner. 

Thefe quadrupedes feed upon the leaves of 
trees, and particularly on thofe of a mimofa, 
peculiar to the canton which they inhabit. 
Meadow grafs forms alfo part of their aliment; 
but they are not under the neceffily of kneel- 
ing down to browfe or to drink, as fome have 
improperly believed. They often lie down to 
ruminate or to fleep, which caufesa confider- 
abfe callofity on the fternum, and makes their 
knees to be always covered with a hard ikin. 
5 Had 
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Had Nature endowed the ^r^^fie ^th an 
irafcible difpolition, It certainly would have 
had caufe tQ complain ; for the means with 
which it is provided, either for attack or de- 
fence, are very trifling. It is indeed a peace- 
ful and timid animal ; it ihuns danger, and 
flies firom it, trotting along very fall: a good 
horfe can with difficulty overtake it. 

It is fdd that it has not llrength to defend 
itfelf J but I know, beyond a doubt, that by its 
kicking it often tires out^ difcourages, and even 
beats off the Hon. Except upon one occaiion 
I never faw it make ufe of its horns : they 
may be confidered as of no utility, were it 
poQible to doubt of the wifdom and precau- 
tion employed by Nature, whofe motives we 
are not always able to comprehend. 

' I have thought it neceffary, in compliance 
with the wiihes of thofe who requefled them, 
to accompany thefe two figures with a con- 
cife defcription, which will ferve to illuftrate 
them better : but I muft inform the reader, 
that I have not here Qad all that I intend 
refpei^ing this extraordinary animal. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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